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LICOA Mission Statement 
To promote good fellowship, cooperation and mutual interest among 
owners of Corvette Automobiles. To encourage, without profit to the 

corporation, interest and pride in the ownership of Corvettes. To 
promote interest in and encourage the science, skill and ability of 

driving the Corvette. To encourage the various sporting activities in 
which Corvette automobiles can legally participate. To provide social 

activities and recreation for our members.
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	 Twenty-five years ago, the folks at General Motors released a battery-powered fully 
electric car that GM pronounced would meet the needs of more than 90% of America’s driving 
public.  Constructed with large quantities of lightweight materials such as aluminum and 
magnesium, the 1996 GM EV1 was offered through Saturn dealerships, for lease only, at 
around $500 per month.  The EV1 was engineered in response to California’s mandate at the 
time, which required all seven major automakers selling cars in the United States to offer zero-
emissions vehicles (ZEV) if they wished to continue to market their vehicles in California.  A little 
more than 2,000 EV1’s found their way to the hands of customers in Los Angeles, Phoenix and 
Tucson from 1996-1999.  When the major automakers managed to defeat the ZEV mandate in 
Court, GM all but abandoned its electric car program, collected all EV1’s at the end of each 
lease, often prying them from the hands of ferociously loyal 
customers, and sent them to the crusher (the cars, not the customers).  
Some were placed in museums or given to universities, but only after 
the drivetrains were disabled.  (There remains a rumor that Francis 
Ford Coppola managed to hide his from GM, and to this day has the 
only remaining fully functional EV1 in existence.)  The 26 lead-acid 
batteries which powered the EV1 were state of the art at the time, but 
by today’s standards, were woefully inadequate for the purpose, as 
they were large, heavy and inefficient, providing the EV1 with barely 40 
miles of real-world range on a full charge.  The demise of the EV1 left 
an opportunity for other alternative fuel vehicles, gladly met by Toyota 
with its Prius.  If you haven’t seen it, I highly recommend watching the 
documentary, Who Killed the Electric Car?.  You can watch it for free 
on YouTube (click the link above).

	 A quarter of a century later and GM currently offers exactly one 
electric car for sale, the extremely mediocre subcompact Chevrolet 
Bolt.  One wonders what may have been, had GM spent the past 25 
years developing, improving and perfecting the electric car platform it 
possessed so long ago.  Instead, GM has been leap-frogged by 
upstart companies such as Tesla, Lucid and Rivian, as well as by its 
traditional competitors, such as Ford, Toyota, Honda, Hyundai and 
Volvo, just to name a few.

	 In early February, 2021, GM’s CEO, Mary Barra, made the 
shocking announcement to eliminate gas and diesel light passenger 
vehicles by 2035, and become carbon-neutral across its operations by 2040.  By the end of 
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OFFICIAL L.I.C.O.A. Inc. WEB SITE:  http://www.LICOA.org 
General Business Meetings, First Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 8:00 PM

Next Meeting: March 3, 2021
NOTE NEW MEETING LOCATION: Until further notice, all general meetings are canceled, but 

informational meetings will be conducted via zoom.us video conference.  Details to join the 
conference via video or telephone will be provided in advance of the meeting.  For further 

information or instructions, contact any Board member. 

Board of Directors Meetings, Third Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Next Meeting: The May BOD meeting will be a closed meeting due to COVID-19 

All B.O.D. meetings are scheduled to be at the Bristal, 40 Merrick Ave., East Meadow, Penthouse 

GM Makes a Shocking Announcement
by Lloyd Rosen, Editor-in-Chief

Lloyd with his 2011 Grand 
Sport Convertible

http://www.licoa.org
http://zoom.us
https://youtu.be/tlwwLisGjH8
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2025, GM plans to have 40 percent of its US fleet composed of battery-electric cars, and have 
zero pollutants coming out of new light duty cars’ tailpipes within 14 years.  Sedans, 
crossovers, SUVs, and most trucks are included in the electrification plan — some larger 
passenger trucks are considered “heavy duty” and therefore might not be included.  This is a 
very lofty goal, especially for a company that has offered only two models of electric car in the 
past 25 years, and built more than 500 million cars with internal combustion engines (ICE) in its 
more than 110 years.

	 Let me quickly make two points about Barra’s announcement - first, I’ll believe it when I 
see it.  A lot can happen in 14 years, and I find GM’s announcement a bit lofty.  Second, Barra’s 
plan is a mistake from a business perspective.  Even if GM succeeds in eliminating gas 
powered vehicles from its lineup, they are going to lose the millions of customers who don’t 
want electric cars.  I can guarantee that if GM doesn’t build gas-powered cars in the future, 
someone else will step up to fill the hole in the market (just as Toyota did with the Prius when 
GM ended the EV1 project).  Way to alienate your customer base, GM!

	 I’m going to save for another time the debate over whether or not the electric car is truly 
a solution to greenhouse gases and global climate change, or the feasibility of switching 
America’s driving public to electric cars in significant volume.  Suffice it to say, I believe that our 
infrastructure and the electric car technology as a whole is still decades away from being 
practical for anything more than a niche market.  And as for the claim that electric cars will 
“save the planet”, don’t get me started on that human-centric egotistical nonsense.

	 Nonetheless, it’s hard to avoid the conclusion that the Corvette is also likely to fall 
victim to a planned ICE-ectomy some day.  Many predict the C8 is the last generation of 
Corvette that will be powered by a gasoline-powered engine, and starting with the C9, the 
Corvette will be a fully electric platform.  To the contrary, I believe that the C9 will more likely be 
a hybrid platform, not fully electric.  Perhaps the 10th-gen ‘Vette will be fully electric.  We’ll see.

	 Can an electric Corvette be an enjoyable car?  Let’s consider some of the benefits of an 
electric platform; no liquid gasoline spills, no emissions, no oil changes, fewer maintenance 
issues, light-speed off-the-line acceleration, low center of gravity, silent operation.  The 
negatives; range anxiety, longer “refueling” stops, lower top speeds, silent operation.

	 One part of the Corvette lifestyle that is sure to be significantly affected by the switch to 
electrification is the beloved Corvette caravan.  I personally, on many occasions, have 
participated in a caravan of Corvettes for various LICOA functions, including one notorious 
instance when we had an unintended and very unwelcome police escort (yeah, I‘m looking at 
you, Suffolk County Highway Patrol).  While the caravans I have joined were of relatively short 
travel distance, easily within the range of a tank of gas, I wonder what might happen on longer 
treks.  Many LICOA members, for example, make an annual caravan trip to Carlisle.

	 Let’s assume a modest caravan of 20 Corvettes, and an average fuel station with five 
available pumps.  If all 20 cars stop to refuel with gasoline, at an average of 5 minutes per car 
to refuel, the whole caravan could refuel, stay together and be back on the road in about 30 
minutes.  If those same 20 cars were electric, based on today’s fast charger technology, each 
car would require at least 30 minutes to recharge the batteries to approximately 80% capacity.  
It would take the entire group of 20 Corvettes, assuming the same five available charging 
stations, 2 hours to get everyone refueled and back on the road.  For a trip that normally takes 
around 4 hours, adding 2 hours for even a single fuel stop for a caravan seems impractical.

	 Maybe there are many potential Corvette owners who want an electric car.  I don’t 
count myself among them.  While I may be convinced of the merit of a hybrid platform for the 
Corvette (an electric motor supplementing the power for the gasoline engine and providing 
zero-emission capability for short distances under light loads), I doubt I will soon be trading in 
the 6.2 liter engine under my hood for an oversized motor from a KitchenAid mixer.  I have 
been a loyal GM customer since my first car more than 30 years ago.  Does GM really want to 
lose customers like me?
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	 As we continue through uncharted waters with this pandemic, the beginning of this year 
will be very similar to the end of last year.  In reality, most of us will not be vaccinated before 
the middle of this year to enjoy our normal routine with our social events.  We will schedule as 
many functions as possible within the CDC guidelines – our goal is to keep our members safe.  


	 We are going into an election year for LICOA.  The Board of 
Directors has voted to recognize General Meetings for the point 
system.  There is one stipulation; there will be no business conducted 
during the meeting.  We will use the last official active list from 2019 
to March 2020 as a base, and any other events we have during this 
year for points.  This will give new members as well as existing 
members a chance to accrue points for nominations and voting 
based on General Meeting attendance and accrued points.


	 We had a great turnout for the February General Zoom 
meeting.  At one point I believe there were 55 people in attendance.  I 
would like to thank all that attended for your patience and 
understanding as I run through these meetings.  If you can please 
sign into the Zoom meeting using your actual name, that would be 
great.  I think we had two iPhone users and an Ipad.  It's very simple 
to change your name on Zoom with the toolbar on the bottom of your 
screen under participants.  YouTube has some great tutorial videos, 
and Jim Record has provided a helpful guide in this issue of the 
Courier.  This will be the norm for a while until more people get 
vaccinated.  Please check the meeting minutes for your name in the 
Courier; the attendees for that month will be posted in the Courier 
every month.  If you attended and don't see your name on the list, 
please contact Secretary Gene Doyle.


	 As mentioned Sergio Srica has stepped down from the Show Coordinators position due 
to demands at work.  I would like to thank him for all his help in the past.  I'm sure we will see 
him in the future doing something else for LICOA.  In closing, wishing all of you a safe journey 
going forward thoughout the year.  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President’s Message
By Ed Stichweh

Saturday Breakfast and Coffee 

8:00 AM  

 Panera Bread, 919 Broadhollow Rd N, Farmingdale
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Calendar of Events for 2021
All dates and events are subject to cancellation or change

Date (R/D) Show / Event Location Chairs/Co-Chairs

Jan 6  General Meeting   Zoom 

Feb 3  General Meeting   Zoom 

Mar 3  General Meeting   Zoom 

Mar TBD  VA Bagel/Easter Run  Northport VA Hospital  Reich 

Apr 7  General Meeting   Zoom  

Apr TBD  LICOA Judging Tech Session TBD    Erdody 

Apr TBD  Motorcar Tech Session  Motorcar Classics, Farmingdale Gutilla, Massa 

Apr 24  TOBAY Beach Classic  TOBAY Beach   Kalmus, Rosen 

May 5  General Meeting   Zoom  

May TBD  Corvette Judged Show  TBD    Record 

May TBD  Newport Cruise   Newport, RI   DiBlasi 

May 31  Memorial Day Parade  Bellmore   Rosen, Kalmus 

Jun 2  General Meeting   Zoom  

Jun 13  North Fork Cruise   Osprey’s Dominion, Peconic LaSalla, Von Urff 

Jun TBD  Cadillac & Corvette Judged Show Atlantic Chevrolet, Bay Shore Record 

Jun TBD  Bristal Display   Bristal Residences, East Meadow  

Jun TBD  Centurion Cruisers Car Show St. Anthony’s HS   Massa 

Jun TBD  Barrett-Jackson Bus Trip   Mohegan Sun,  CT   Gutilla, Massa 

Jul 7  General Meeting   Zoom  

Jul TBD  Vanderbilt All-Car Show  Vanderbilt Museum, Centerport  

Jul TBD  Flynn’s Boat Trip   Flynn’s, Fire Island  Stichweh 

Aug 4  General Meeting   Zoom  

Aug TBD  LICOA Annual Picnic       

Aug 26-28 Corvettes at Carlisle  Carlisle Fairgrounds, PA   

Sep 1  General Meeting   Zoom  

Sep TBD  VA Car Show   Northport VA Hospital  Reich 

Sep TBD  Vettes & Jets   American Airpower Museum Rosen, Kalmus, Spinicchia 

10/6  General Meeting   Zoom   Nominations for Board of Directors 

11/3  General Meeting   Zoom   Issuance of Ballots for Board of Directors Vote 

12/1  General Meeting   Zoom  Board of Directors Election Results 

Dec TBD  Awards Dinner   TBD     

Green Events - Completed 

CO-CHAIRS AND EVENT HELPERS NEEDED!  CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER
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Want to advertise in the LICOA Corvette Courier? 
Not only is our monthly club newsletter sent directly to all of our club members, it is also 
available to the general public as a free download on our website at www.LICOA.org.  Why not 
advertise your business and services, while supporting LICOA?


For more information, contact Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.
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LICOA CORVETTE COURIER ADVERTISING RATES
Ad Size Approx. Dimensions (W x H) 12 months 6 months

business card 3.5 x 2 inches $60 $40

1/4 page (wide) 7.5 x 2.5 inches $125 $75

1/4 page (tall) 3.5 x 4.5 inches $125 $75

1/2 page 7.5 x 5 inches $250 $150

full page 7.5 x 10 inches $500 $300

AUTOMOTIVE LIFT SPECIALISTS

DO YOU SPEND ALL YOUR TIME IN THE 
GARAGE WORKING ON YOUR CAR?

AUTOQUIP SALES INC.AUTOQUIP SALES INC.

Then you need to call AUTOQUIP we carry a full line of 
commercial & residential lifts 2 post, 4 post low rise, 
portable and full rise lifts if it rolls we can lift it!

SALES SERVICE AND INSTALLATION
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR:

MOHAWK & BACK YARD BUDDY
WE CAN INSTALL AND SERVICE ALL BRANDS OF LIFTS

AUTOQUIP SALES, INC.
290 WILLIS AVE., MINEOLA, NY 11501

TEL (516) 248-1277 • FAX (516) 877-9528
WEB SITE: AUTOQUIPSALES.COM  •   EMAIL: AUTQIPSALE@AOL.COM

MARK TULLEY & LOU COCCARO

http://www.licoa.org
mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Courier%20advertising
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“Hey, I gotta guy.”  This is the phrase that most of us enjoy to hear, as visions of dollar 
signs flood our brains because the dealerships are now charging $135-$150 an hour to work 
on our cars.  But also important is the questions, WHO CAN YOU TRUST???  All too often, you 
hear stories of people taking their Corvette for an oil change and coming out with a rebuilt 
engine, but they threw in the new oil and even one of those scented pine trees.  A mild 
exaggeration, perhaps, but you get the point.

	 So what’s a guy or gal to do?  Ask around.  I was lucky.  My tech worked where I 
bought my first Vette, and I’ve been following this guy around for 20 years.  The best of them or 
CORVETTE SPECIALISTS are of prima donna status, and if they don’t get their way, they tend 
to spinoff into the Auto universe.  My guy had a very loyal following, and he has only worked at 
3 dealerships in the past 20 years; Ramp Chevy, Chevy 112 and now Smithtown Chevy.  I 
never have to worry about paying for anything I don’t need.  He told me you can get away with 
it once or twice, but it will catch up to you.  And for every guy you lose, he or she will take 10 
people with him or her".

	 I recently had a check engine light come on.  In today’s cars, it could be anything from a 
loose gas cap to something internal in the engine.  Sure, you can plug in a scanning tool and 
pull some codes, but then what?  This only tells you where to look, and once you’re there, 
which one of the 500 parts do you pick?  My guy had it all almost done by the time I went to sit 
down.  It seems I pushed the neck of the air cleaner askew while cleaning, and air was getting 
into the mass air flow sensor causing a rough idle situation and the aforementioned various 
codes.  Finished, done, have a nice day.  One can only imagine what could have happened. My 
cost $75.  For a 1/2 hour work.  And a little tip to buy coffee or lunch (very important).  Will I go 
back to this guy?  Yes.  Will I tell anyone who will listen to me about this guy?  You bet.


Keep da rubber down and outta da weeds

Be safe, not stupid.


Z06 Clif 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Clif Notes
By Clif Nagel, Contributing Editor

  

LICOA Members may place free classified ads for any 
Corvette vehicles or Corvette-related merchandise.  Send 
your ads and photos to Editor@LICOA.org.  

FOR SALE:  Set of GM Chrome Wheels (car not 
included) 

Perfect Condition, no bends 
They fit C7 Grand Sport, Z06 or ZR-1 
Asking $1,200.00. 
Call Rick E. for more info; 516-578-8694 (4/21). 

mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Classified%20ad
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	  I want to personally thank Tom Donato for all 
his guidance to me and the Board as the Vice 
President of LICOA during the past two years.  Now 
that I have been elevated from First Alternate to 
Governor, I look forward to working with the Board 
and the entire membership during the next 12 
months, now as a voting member.

	 I will also continue to serve as the VA Liaison 
as I have for the past three years.  Please feel free to 
contact me by phone or email with any car club 
meetings, locations or questions, as well as any 
other car shows or events that might interest the 
Membership.
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Governor’s Report
by George Reich

2021 EMRA Event Schedule- Richard Cox, Representative 

Sat, Apr 3 ☆ Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT 

Sat, May 22 - Sun, May 23 ☆ Palmer Motorsports Park, Palmer, MA 

Sat, Jul 10 - Sun, Jul 11 ☆ NJMP, Millville, NJ 

Sat, Oct 16 ☆ Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT 

https://www.emraracing.org/

https://www.emraracing.org/
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The Board of Directors wishes to acknowledge and congratulate all LICOA 
members who have reached a membership anniversary milestone in 2020.  
Please join us in recognizing each of these members for their dedication and 
commitment to our fine Corvette owners club.


5 YEARS 
Mike Beaubian, Mike Blanc, John Giardina, JoAnn Giardina, Neil Greenberg, 

Mike Golub, Ted Kimlingen, Nick Laviero, Joe McCormick, John Nuzzi, Andrew 
Pernice, Mike Stewart, Dave Tenzer, Mike Terlato, Len Williams, Mike Stewart


10 YEARS 
Paul Bevinetto, Vinnie Bruno, Joseph DeCarlo, Kenneth DeMatteo, Greg 

Dilmentin, Stephen Dondero, Patrick Foley, Paul Glaz Jr., Peter Guadagnino, Bill 
Jensen, Thomas Kuefner, Harold Loomis, Ezio Lunghi, Scott Mackie, Richard 

Massa, Donald Moore, Clifford Nagel, Michael Steele


15 YEARS 
John Barbuto, June Bartlett, Mike Cohen, Frank Lipinski, David Wolper


20 YEARS 
Greg Berry, Stephen Berry, Phil Kalmus, William Unger


25 YEARS  - LIFE MEMBER 
Jerry Bowling, Tony Cardiello, Richard Jensen, Anton Kirchenko, Tony Mattina,


Dennis Morrill, John Ryan
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 Everyone should have basic estate planning documents in place. This is even more the 
case if you are going through a life transition, including a separation, divorce, a new 
relationship or second marriage, or the birth of a child or grandchild.  Contact LICOA Member 
Lloyd Rosen today about a Basic Estate Planning Protection Package. 

 Our basic package includes: 

x Simple Last Will and Testament with Guardianship for Minor Children  
x Living Will 
x Health Care Proxy 

 
 The Package Price for all three documents is as low as $1500 per couple.  We can 
prepare the documents for signature and arrange for witnesses in less than a week in most 
cases.  It is the easiest and most cost effective way to provide for your loved ones, and get 
peace of mind for yourself. 

 
For every paid package for a LICOA member or referral through LICOA, $150 will be 
donated directly to LICOA. 
 

 Email Lloyd Rosen (Lloyd@lawjaw.com) or call 516-773-8300 to get started with a free 
consultation.  Phone or video consultations are available.  If you have questions about 
prenups, postnups, or changing beneficiaries, let us know.    
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2021 Black Corvette Coupe 
Thursday, February 25, 2020 at 2 pm CT 

6.2 Liter V8 High-Output 495 Horsepower Engine

8-speed Dual Clutch Transmission includes Manual and 
Auto Modes

Performance Exhaust with Aggressive Exhaust Sound

5-Open Spoke Carbon Flash-Painted Aluminum Wheels with 
Machined Edge

Bright Red-Painted Calipers

2LT Equipment Group with Adrenaline Red leather interior including 
GT2 Bucket Seats 

Body-Color Removable Roof Package 

Engine Appearance Package

Front Lift Adjustable Height with Memory

HD Front and Rear Vision Cameras

Battery Protection Package

Front License Plate Bracket

Corvette Museum Delivery


Tickets are $100 each and the raffle is limited 
to 2000 tickets.


NCM Offers Monthly Chance to Win a New Corvette

Each month, the National Corvette Museum holds raffles, where the prize is a new Corvette 
with Museum Delivery and a tour of the Bowling Green Assembly Plant.  These raffles have 
proven very popular, and are a great way for the Museum to raise money.  You must purchase 
the tickets by mail, or in person at the Museum.  For more information about current raffles, 
and to download and print the mail order form, click the following link: 
raffle.corvettemuseum.org.  You may also contact our own NCM Delegate (see page 2).  
Because of LICOA’s support of the NCM, each month, we will feature one of the upcoming 
Corvette raffles here in the Corvette Courier.  Good luck to everyone who enters!  Be sure to let 
us know if you or someone you know wins!

NEW 
NCM has developed a NEW raffle 

entry form that encrypts your 
credit card information, 

providing security and peace of 
mind! It's quick and easy to use.

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
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You k!p cruisin’ and we’" k!p c#kin’
$5.00 O$ Any purchase of $25.00 or more.

zornsofbethpage.com

Curbside pick-up available!

• Valid in Bethpage only 
•  Not to be combined with any other offer. 
•  Not valid on uncooked poultry  

or catering

Call: 516-731-5500 
4321 Hempstead Tpke., Bethpage, NY 11714 

Open Seven Days: 11:00am to 7:30pm

LICOA-20

631 COATINGS 

631-865-3456 

258 Broadhollow Road 9 
Farmingdale, NY 11735 

@631coatings f 
@631coatings @ 

· Carl ·Melendez 
carl@631coatings.com 631coatings.com 

Divorce & Separation  
Custody & Visitation      
Child & Spousal Support
Complex High Net Worth Divorce
High Conflict Divorce
Financial Issues/Asset & Property Division
Mediation
Pre/Post Nuptial Agreements
Domestic Abuse/Orders of Protection
Divorce: Special Needs Families
Grandparents‘ Rights

FREE CONSULTATION
Call 516-773-8300       www.lawjaw.com

Lloyd C. Rosen, Esq. MEMBER LICOA
Lloyd@lawjaw.com

A Matrimonial and Family Law Firm
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	 As long as I can remember, LICOA has had a holiday tradition of our “Sweetheart’s 
Day”.  Although Saint Valentine’s Day, or the Feast of Saint Valentine, is not a public “holiday”, 
it is an official feast day for LICOA.  As history documents, Valentine’s Day is one of the largest 
Anglican Christian and Lutheran Holidays.  When the Feast of Saint Valentine was established 
it was celebrated on February 14 in honor of “Saint Valentine” of Rome, a Christian Martyr, who 
died by the command of the cruel and evil Emperor Claudius II on February 14, AD 269.

	 This year our long tradition of celebrating the feast of Saint Valentine has to be scuttled, 
but we can remember the “Days Gone By” when chairpersons went through many hours of 
trials and tribulations to ensure that LICOA would have a caravan to the “Feast”.  Some of our 
past celebrations where held at the following venues, aka “Lovers Nests” - Crab Meadow 
Country Club, Bonwit Inn, Black Forest Brew Haus, 56th Fighter Group, Capt. Ben’s, The 
Schooner, Hemingway's and Glad’s.  Some of the unwearied and vigorous chairperson’s of 
these Feast’s – Thank You – and Sorry if I missed some, Chris and Sandra Biancaniello, Bob 
and Cora Pandy, Richard Shields, Julie and Gino A., Phyliss and Tom Thomas, Joanne and Bob 
Yakkey, Rich and Josephine Massa, Joe and Nancy McCormick, Jayne Cafaro, Ed Bradley, 
Christine Rodriquez, Diane DiBlasi, Steve and Laura Marlin, Kevin Brown, John and Phoebe 
Gross-Dallion, Al and Georgette Roscoe, and many other past and prior members.

	 Hopefully soon we can Welcome Back our Feast of the Valentine’s in 2022, as it is 
always an enjoyable, fun, and entertaining LICOA event.  Attached is an article of “Valentine’s 
Caravan and Brunch” from Days Gone By, circa February 14, 1995 by Life Member Chris 
Biancaniello. 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Valentine’s Days Gone By
by Gino Abanese
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	 Early Friday morning, January 15, my wife was on the State's COVID site looking to see 
if any spots were open to make an appointment 
for a COVID vaccine for me.  She noticed the 
Stony Brook site was listed, but at that time it 
was not open.  A few minutes later, she saw that 
it went live and we were able to get an 
appointment for the following Wednesday 
afternoon at 4:30 pm.  There was a detailed form 
and questionnaire to fill out and submit.  Once I 
did that, I immediately received an email 
confirmation which I printed out to take with me 
as proof of my appointment.

	 On the day of my appointment, I arrived 
15 minutes early.  I drove up to the first 
checkpoint and was asked if I had an appointment.  I answered yes, and was directed to a 

second checkpoint where I was also asked if I had 
an appointment.  I was asked for my confirmation 
copy and photo ID.  He looked at them and checked 
to see if my name was on the list of appointments.  
He then gave me a pen and a packet of papers, and 
told me to proceed to the parking lot next to the 
building and fill out the form and questionnaire in my 
car before entering the building.  The form and 
questionnaire asked the same questions that were 
asked online.  I filled them out and proceeded to the 
building where they again checked my confirmation, 
photo ID, and took my temperature.  I was then 
directed to one of 5 or 6 computer stations where 
they compared my online answers to the ones on 
the papers.  I was then instructed to go to another 
room, where I received my COVID vaccination.  I 
was then guided to another room where they 
scheduled my second dose for me and told me to 
take a seat and wait 15 minutes before leaving.  At 
no time was there any line, and my total time in the 
building was approximately 30 minutes.

	 I would advise anyone getting the vaccine to wear 
a short sleeve shirt or blouse.  In the packet of 
papers they give you to take home there is a list of 
side effects that have been reported.  The  only side 
effect that I experienced was a sore arm at the 
injection site.  That was my experience; I hope all of 
you have a similar one. 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My COVID Vaccination Experience
by Chuck Wrigley

2/17 - Paul McCrann
2/18 - June Bartlett
2/19 - Ed Stichweh
2/19 - Chuck LaSalla
2/21 - Tony Scaminaci
2/26 - David Rosenthal

2/28 - Robert Allen
2/28 - Frank Semar

3/5 - Frank Poerio
3/6 - Steven Rizzuto
3/6 - Arthur Acevedo
3/10 - Gary Segal

3/10 - Gregg Von Urff
3/14 - Edward Hatton
3/15 - Steven Lewis

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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	 Is there really a benefit to using nitrogen to fill your car tires, rather than using 
compressed air?  Is there any truth to the claims of better fuel economy, a smoother ride, or 
longer tire life?  Well, sort of.

	 Traditionally, car tires have been filled with compressed air.  Air is composed of 78 
percent nitrogen and just under 21 percent oxygen.  The rest is water vapor, CO2, and small 
concentrations of noble gases such as neon and argon.  Many companies, including Ford, Tire 
Rack, Costco and Firestone, prefer filling car tires with pure nitrogen, and there are several 
reasons to do so.

	 Improperly inflated tires can wear unevenly, wear faster, and ruin your fuel economy. 
Simply put, pure nitrogen does a better job of maintaining the right tire pressure, thus enabling 
your car and its tires to work as efficiently as possible.  You will find the proper tire pressure for 
your car printed on a sticker located on the door frame or in the owner’s manual.  All tires lose 
some pressure over time from the air permeating the tire rubber.  Nitrogen is claimed to “leak” 
through the tire rubber about 40 percent slower than regular air, according to Chemical & 
Engineering News, and this results in more stable tire pressures over a longer period of time.

	 Racers also figured out that tires filled with nitrogen react less to temperature swings. 
Gases expand with heat and contract with cold, which is why your road car’s tire pressure 
warning light usually comes on when colder temperatures hit.  For racing teams, using nitrogen 
means their tires will have more consistent inflation pressures during a race as the tires heat up 
with use.  When you’re tweaking a race car’s handling with half-psi changes, that’s important. 

Water (which typically enters in the form of humidity) is a very bad thing to have inside a tire. 
Whether it’s present as a vapor or even as a liquid in a tire, water causes larger changes in 
pressure with varying temperatures than dry air does.  Worse yet, water also helps corrode the 
steel or aluminum rim over time.

	 So, there are benefits.  With nitrogen, your tire 
pressures will remain more constant, saving you a small 
amount in fuel and tire-maintenance costs.  There will be 
less moisture inside your tires, which means less corrosion 
on your wheels.  If your tires were filled with nitrogen (usually 
denoted by green valve-stem caps) and you’re low on 
pressure, don’t be afraid to bring up your psi with regular old 
air.  You also shouldn’t let your nitrogen-filled tires lull you 
into complacency when it comes to checking air pressures.

	 As many of you know, I retired from The Brookhaven 
Laboratory almost four years ago. The Laboratory fire 
department maintained some 3500 fire extinguishers, many 
of which were the dry chemical variety.  We exclusively used 
nitrogen to fill these extinguishers for pretty much the same 
reasons as with tires.  The most important reasons were no 
moisture and little to no temperature fluctuation.

	 So if after reading this article, you decide you want to 
put nitrogen in your vehicle tires, the first step is finding a 
dealer that offers nitrogen.  I recently purchased tires from 
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Nitrogen Fill for Your Tires
by Chuck LaSalla

Nitrogen fill pump at Costco
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Costco and they fill their tires with nitrogen.  They also have free nitrogen pumps at most of 
their locations for Costco members.  The Riverhead location has two pumps in the parking lot.  
To locate a nitrogen dealer and to try out some interesting nitrogen calculators, go to http://
www.getnitrogen.org/index.php.


Steps to fill tires with nitrogen:

●  First purge tire of existing air down to 3 psi  
●  Then, refill with nitrogen  
●  The purge/fill cycle can be repeated to achieve 
nitrogen purity. 
If your nitrogen-filled tires lose pressure and you 
are unable to refill with nitrogen, regular 
compressed air is ok. 
Nitrogen is no substitute for regular tire care and 
maintenance.  
Check those tire pressures at least once a month 
regardless of what’s inside. 
 


	 As we’re already into 2021, I would like to update our Veteran members that as of 
February 1, the VA medical sites in Northport and NYC at this time, unfortunately, are not yet 
administering COVID19 vaccinations to veterans who aren’t residents or employees.  If you’re 
visiting Florida and you’re registered with a VA medical facility where you reside, you can make 
an appointment or walk into any of these VA locations in Orlando, Tampa, Gainesville, Bay 
Pines and in West Palm Beach, and receive a vaccination.  But you will have to remain in 
Florida for 3 or 4 weeks depending on the vaccination you receive for your second shot.

	 Also Vinny Capasso and I have been in touch with our Northport VA contacts regarding 
our Easter/Passover donation drive.  I’m waiting for a decision on what we can and cannot 
donate at this time.  I will announce the VA’s decision at the March 3 club meeting.

	 If any club members (currently 65 years of age or older or first responders) are having 
difficulty in obtaining a COVID19 vaccination appointment, call 1-833-697-4829 between 7 AM 
and 10 PM.  If you’re still having difficulty after calling that number, call me directly, and I may 
be able to help you, if you’re willing to go to the Bronx for your vaccinations.

	 Stay safe. 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VA Liaison’s Report
by George Reich

http://www.getnitrogen.org/index.php
http://www.getnitrogen.org/index.php
https://www.northport.va.gov/
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	 By now, most every LICOA member has heard about the Ron Fellows Performance 
Driving School, and there have been a number of articles about it in the Courier.  Many of us 
have attended the new owner’s school, and I know a number of our members have taken more 
advanced driving courses there.  I was lucky enough to attend the C8 Corvette Owners School 
at the end of last year, and learned some interesting information, not only about the evolving 
Spring Mountain driver’s school, but also how the C8 has had an impact on the Corvette’s 
customer base.

	 One of the things that I especially liked about Spring Mountain is how much their Chief 
Instructor, Rick Malone, is able to modify the course based on feedback from the students and 
his instructors.  A recurring theme from both Chuck LaSalla and John DiBlasi, each of whom 
attended the school, is that their last track lap on the last day of the course was with the 
instructor driving.  Both opined that if they had experienced that situation before the last day, 
they would have been able to drive more precisely.  Well, Rick Malone was listening, and they 
now have an Instructor drive a lap with the student in the right seat at the end of the Day One!  
I have to tell you that it made a difference for me to see where the correct ‘line’ was around the 
track and to get a better feel for when to start braking before each corner.  Rick also said that 
they had changed a number of subjects in the classroom lectures due to suggestions and after 
analyzing track incidents.  

	 The makeup of my class of 17 students was interesting, two of the students did not 
have a C8, nor did they have one on order (even though this was the GM sponsored Owners 
class, so they were paying full cost).  One of them was a stick-shift C7 Z06 driver who wanted 
to see if he could ‘put up’ (his words) with the DCT.  On the course wrap-up, he said that 
although he was surprisingly impressed the DCT, he would stick with his stick shift.  The other 
did not own any kind of Corvette, and he was so enthralled with the car that he decided to 
order one right away!  Of the 15 C8 owners in attendance, five of them had never owned a 
Corvette before.  Of those five, four of them had owned other sports cars.  GM indicates that 
the Porsche 911 is now the most cross-shopped vehicle for C8 Corvette buyers.

	 Another interesting observation was the age makeup of the class.  It is no secret that a 
major push behind GM’s mid-engine plan was to lower the Corvette buyer’s average age (the 
C7’s average owner age was the low to mid 60’s).  One of the ways they did this was by 
actively (aggressively?) soliciting YouTubers, who tend to be younger, by loaning them a C8 for 

review and offering them Ron Fellow 
Driving School visits.  The results of this 
part of their plan have been hard to nail 
down quantitatively, but GM has said 
that they have been quite successful.  In 
my Spring Mountain class of 17, I 
estimate that about 50% of the 
participants were younger than 50 years 
old.

	 You might find this hard to believe, 
but GM claims that for 66% of C8 
buyers, this is their first Corvette!  Even 
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Record’s Breaking News
by Jim Record, Deputy Editor

https://www.springmountainmotorsports.com/driving-schools/corvette-performance-driving-schools
https://www.springmountainmotorsports.com/driving-schools/corvette-performance-driving-schools
https://www.springmountainmotorsports.com/driving-school/8th-gen-corvette-owners-school
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if this fraction is closer to 50%, it is still unparalleled in modern Corvette history and an 
amazing accomplishment in just one year!  This is also an offshoot of the YouTube influence 
with the push to attract younger owners, most of whom are well below the average ‘Vette 
owners age, so didn’t have a Corvette (yet).  Couple this 66% figure with the YouTuber’s 
influence on new owners, and I would estimate that GM has driven the average age of a C8 
owner down by a good 10 or more years (so far).  A look at the NCM camera view of Corvette 
Blvd during R8C Museum Deliveries gives you a pretty good idea of the ages of new owners, 
and I see some college age young adults and kids running around their parents during delivery.

	 Of course, we would love to meet some of these young(er), first time Corvette owners 
who already live on Long Island.  Traveling around the Island to the weekday evening car get-
togethers, I have met a number of folks looking at C8’s that say that when they get one, it will 
be their first Corvette ever.  It should be a Club imperative to meet and attract these folks into 
the Club - they really are our future.  Our average age is close to 70, so it’s certainly time for a 
membership infusion of ‘new blood,’ as the expression goes.

	 Another interesting tidbit of new Mid-Engine trivia is that the median annual household 
income of a Corvette C8 buyer is $76,000 higher than the equivalent figure for customers who 
bought the C7.  This information was revealed by Steve Hill, North America Vice President of 
General Motors, during a call with the media attended by GM Authority.  I guess that this 
follows the age reduction trend as more of the new owners are still working in their most 
productive years and not at retirement age.  They have more disposable income to spend on 
themselves, and more of a reason to look good among their peers.  All part of GM’s Master 
Plan.

	 All things considered, the Spring Mountain experience was terrific, and I enjoyed it 
immensely.  Not only did it showcase the new mid-engine Corvette and its capabilities, but it 
also demonstrated the new owner trends.  I hope to get together with some other Club 
members and go back for another round!
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While reading the CorvetteBlogger the other day, it was brought to my attention that the 
C8 is experiencing some growing pains, not unlike every generation before, but this article 
caught my attention.  It seems in this instance, the front mounted cooling radiators for the a/c 
condensers and engine radiators are taking a beating from road debris and owners are 
complaining (Corvette owners complaining?  It boggles the mind) about the banged up 
appearance of the radiator fins and GM’s failure to address the situation.  GM assures owners 
that the damage to the radiator fins its entirely cosmetic and the performance of the car isn’t 
affected by it at all.

Being a judged-show guy, as both an 
entrant and a judge, this piqued my interest.  
What can be done to alleviate this unsightly, non-
performance-affecting flaw on our new C8’s?  It 
seems the General has only provided a 
honeycombed piece of material to protect the 
radiators. Some C8 owners have resorted to 
doubling up the honeycomb with assorted 
methods of protection.  This brings up the 
problem of not enough air being provided to allow 
the cooling to function the way GM designed it to, 
similar to the issue raised by the front license 
plate mounting on the C6.  Some have it mounted 
it on the nose.  Some mounted it within the grill 
with aftermarket designs, but some thought that 

mounting within the grill would reduce the airflow and hamper the cooling of the engine.  It never 
affected my ‘Vettes’s cooling as my plate is mounted within the grill.  But I digress. 

What other options are available?  As Corvette owners have come to expect, when GM 
fails to provide, the aftermarket steps up to the plate.  Multiple options are now available to C8 
owners who are interested in protecting the radiator grills from 
taking a beating from road debris.  One such option is offered 
by C8Grills.com.  For less than $90.00 per pair, you get a 
precut pair of grill inserts that you can install yourself with a 
little bit of time and effort (and some zip ties) to the inside of 
the factory grill on your C8, adding additional protection from 
road borne projectiles.  Similar products are offered for the 
Corvette C8 by RadiatorGrillStore.com, CustomCarGrills.com 
and CicioPerformance.com.  Cicio Performance sells a kit 
($220) which includes protective grills for the front radiators, 
the front air ducts, and the side radiators.  So, before you 
even take delivery of you new C8, you might want to head to 
the good ol’ interweb, and get yourself some protective grills 
so you can install them before you hit the road for that nerve-
racking ride home from the dealership in your new baby. 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Radiator Grill Issues for C8
by Clif Nagel

Unsightly radiator damage

Protective grills installed

http://C8Grills.com
https://www.radiatorgrillstore.com/2020-chevy-corvette
https://www.customcargrills.com/proddetail.asp?prod=Chevy-C8-Vent
https://cicioperformance.com/product/corvette-c8-grill-insert-package/
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February 3, 2021 
GENERAL MEETING VIA ZOOM Opened at 7:00PM 

BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING: Ed Stichweh, John DiBlasi, Gene Doyle, George Reich 

MEMBERS ATTENDING: Albanese G., Albanese J., Benson T., Benson K., Biancaniello, Berruti, Bradley, 
Brosnan, Buonagura, Cafaro, Cappasso, Cohen M., DeSpagna, Dondero, DuBritz, Erdody, Fazio, 
Ferrante, Hassett, Hendrix, Heuser, Hoducavitch, Hollie, Hysyk, Kalmus, LaSalla, Lutz, Magalak, 
Marciano, Martin J., Massa, McCormick, Meyers, Morill, Nagel, Nucatola, Record, Reyer, Rosen, Sarno, 
Scaminacci T., Scaminacci F., Schnabel, Schusterhoff, Shields, Solis’Tito, Spinicchia, Thomas F., Thomas 
P., Tons, Tully, Vaccarelli, Vitale, Weil, Yakkey R., Yakkey J., Zindman 

REPORTS FROM THE BOARD 

President: Ed Stichweh –This is an Election Year, the Board has voted to count the General Zoom 
Meetings each month, starting with the February meeting, towards qualifying for active membership. 
Please sign in with your full name in Zoom so we can take attendance and credit you with attending the 
meeting.  Please return your membership registration forms so we can update and verify your current 
information so you can be counted as attending the meeting.  We have a possible Atlantic show this year 
stay tuned for further information. Sergio Srica is stepping down from Show coordinator because of a 
heavy workload. 

Vice President: Daniel Rodriguez - Absent 

Secretary: Gene Doyle - There have been 173 membership registration forms returned out of 305 mailed 
out 1/15/21; please return the forms so we can update and verify your information.  If you have not 
received your membership registration in the mail yet, contact Gene Doyle (secretary@LICOA.org). 

Treasurer: John DiBlasi - All expenses are up to date 

Governor: George Reich - Provided a NYS COVID19 number to call to make an appointment to get your 
vaccine shot (1-833-697-4829). 

First Alternate: Bob Spinicchia - Nothing to report 

Second Alternate: Joe McCormick - Check Facebook, there are several car meets posted. 

REPORTS OF APPOINTED POSITIONS 
Internet: Ed Stichweh - Internet up and running working on new GoDaddy site 
Membership: John DiBlasi - We have 308 members and we now have Phase 1 of a marketing plan that 
John has put together which provides a foundation for the Club to move forward with good information 
about the membership. 
Newsletter: Lloyd Rosen - Working on the February Courier; many good stories; still time to enter a story. 
The Courier will be going out in about a week. 
Senior Judge: Rick Erdody and Gene Doyle - Rick reported that the senior judges are working on 
revised show rules as we go forward. The plan is to cover the new show rules and awards at a future 
Zoom meeting to be announced.  The show rules and awards will be reviewed by Rick E., GeneD. and 
Bob S. 
Judges: Harry H. - Absent 
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Merchandise: Tom & Karen Benson - Nothing new to report 
Good & Welfare: Bob Spinicchia - Rich Massa is recovering from the virus; we wish him and his family a 
speedy recovery. 
Equipment Manager Trailer: Kenny Schnabel - Ken will be getting the trailer inspected and maintained. 
Club Historian: Bob Pandy - Absent 
Show Coordinators: Richie Massa, Chuck LaSalla - Rich reported he stopped into MotorCar Classics; 
they want to do something in the future but not now.  Chuck said so far the picnic at Osprey Dominion is 
still on 
EMRA: Ed Bradley - the first time trial of the year will be April 3rd at Lime Rock 
VA Liaison: George Reich, Vinnie Capasso - George reported everything at Northport VA still the same 
no one is allowed on the property. The plan for Easter will be to ask for donations and make Easter 
baskets to take to the Veterans. 
NCM Delegates: Jim Record - Jim said the factory is rolling along and will probably make 30K cars for 
2021 and may start taking orders for 2022. Still nothing official announced on possible Z06. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:10 PM 

Submitted By: 
Gene Doyle 
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2021 Production Data 
as of 2/9/2021: 

Total produced: 4,679 cars 

NCM delivery capacity: 
55 cars per week



The Corvette Courier February 2021

Who are we and where we are going?


As part of an ongoing effort to make our organization more responsive to our current members 
and target the next generation of members, the Board of Directors decided to put together a 
formal marketing plan to help guide our actions in the years ahead.  The initial study, which is 
presented to you here, is the first step of that marketing plan.  It looks at the Association’s 
demographics to establish who we currently are and proposes questions about who we want 
to be and where we want to go.  The Board of Directors along with the general membership will 
determine how those questions are answered.  Those answers will guide our plan of action for 
the future of our club.


WHO WE ARE 

LICOA is a 62-year-old car club incorporated in the State of New York in 1959.

The mission of the Association is to:


• Promote fellowship of Corvette Owners

• Encourage pride of ownership among Corvette owners

• Provide activities through which the ownership of Corvettes may be enjoyed


BY THE NUMBERS


✓ Total Members:	 	 307 

✓ Male:	 	 	 	 283	 90%

✓ Female:	 	 	 24	 10%

✓ Corvettes (total):	 	 360


o Members w/1 Corvette:	 258

o Members w/2 or more Corvettes:	 47
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LICOA - The Next Ten Years
by John DiBlasi
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OUR MEMBERS OWN THE FULL SPECTRUM OF CORVETTE GENERATIONS





AGE DEMOGRAPHICS


Our membership age may become a defining issue in future club size, recruiting and activities.  
We are seeing some its effects even today.





Our oldest member is 89, our youngest is 24.  Average age is 69 years old.


Almost 50% of our members are 65 or more years old.
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WHERE WE LIVE


While LICOA members span the entirety of Long Island, there are 3 major concentrations:


➢ L.I. South Shore: 35%

o Oceanside through Bay Shore


➢ L.I. North Shore: 15%

o Huntington/ Dix Hills through Belle Terre


➢ L.I. Central: 20%

o Hicksville through Hauppauge


  

The remaining members are scattered throughout western Nassau County.  East of Yaphank 
and West of Elmont, the numbers are very small.


MEMBER PARTICIPATION


Our activities are offered as a means to fulfill our mission.  The extent to which members 
participate in those activities may be seen as an indicator of their relevance to the members.  
Do the activities matter to them?


When one looks at the numbers of activities our members participate in, the result is startling.


ACTIVITIES PARTICIPATED IN 	 vs. NUMBER OF MEMBERS (%)

DURING A MEMBERSHIP YEAR


✓ 	 5+	 	 	 	 124	 	 (40%)

✓ 	 2:	 	 	 	 24	 	 (8%)

✓ 	 1:	 	 	 	 36	 	 (12%)

✓ 	 0:	 	 	 	 123	 	 (40%)


This shows that:

40% of our Members participate in 5 or more activities

20% go to 1 or 2 events

40% of our Members don’t participate at all!     

MEMBER INTEREST GROUPS


Based on observations, we can generally break our membership into 5 basic interest groups.  


	 SERIOUS RESTORER/COLLECTOR

❖ Tends to be a multiple ‘Vette owner

❖ Wants to preserve history

❖ Sees car as an investment

❖ Not a LICOA trophy hunter


GEAR HEADS/AFICIONADOS

❖ Loves to work on their car

❖ Knows everything about their car

❖ Likes to get “technical”

❖ May hunt trophies
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TROPHY HUNTER

❖ Passion for their car

❖ Extreme detailers

❖ Highly competitive


COMPETITION/RACERS

❖ Tracks their car

❖ Competitive racing


SOCIALITE/CASUAL OWNERS

❖ Owns late model ‘Vettes

❖ No desire to “work” on car

❖ Loves the image and lifestyle

❖ Enjoys socializing around the car and its mystique.


PROFILE OF TYPICAL LICOA MEMBER

Based on all the information examined we can build a profile of a “typical” 
member of our club.


	 	 

✓ 70-year-old male

✓ Retired/Married

✓ Owns 1 Corvette (C6 or C7)

✓ ‘Vette is not the daily driver

✓ Lives in Huntington or Massapequa

✓ Attends 1 club event per year

✓ Enjoys the social aspects of activities in ‘Vette ownership

✓ Prefers driving their car rather than prepping car for show or track

✓ Trophy hunting is not important

✓ Shows little to no interest in “speed” events

✓ Knowledgeable about car and willing to learn more


MARKETING QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER


	 The future of our club depends on how we use the information we have examined to 
plan a course of action.  In the next 5 years, nearly half our members will be approaching 80 
years of age.  Over the past 8 years, we have seen the level of interest in certain activities and 
events materially change.  Interest in Speed events has dropped to almost zero.  Judged Show 
events have seen a steady decline in participants, while members willing to “display” their cars 
have risen dramatically.


So...

➢ Are we satisfied with the current club profile?

➢ Do our activities align with member profile by type and number?

➢ Do we want to increase the level of member participation?

➢ Is growing membership a primary concern?
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	 In these days of sheltering in place, social distancing and meetings capped at 10 
people for the foreseeable future, most of us will probably look to using electronic visual 
communications to bridge the gap.  Your Board has been using ZOOM successfully for the 
past several meetings, though in the beginning, it was a ‘work in progress’.

	 Now that the LICOA Board has elected to conduct monthly Club Meetings on ZOOM for 
participation points, we are going to have a lot more folks online at the same time.  Basic 
ZOOM skills, at a minimum, are absolutely necessary in order for everyone to be able to get the 
most from the meetings.  Your computer screen would not show all of the members at the 
same time, but you will certainly be able to see and hear the current speaker.  Actually, 
members can also log on using audio conferencing only, video is not required.  This might 
make it easier for some of our ‘technologically challenged’ members.

	 A ZOOM meeting has a unique meeting ID (a 9 to 11-digit number), and nearly all have 
a password.  You will be sent an invitation that contains the meeting time, ID, password, and a 
URL that will redirect through ZOOM website to connect you to your meeting.

	 Be it the popular ZOOM format LICOA currently uses, or the timeless ‘Facetime’ that is 
available on all Apple devices, these and other electronic methods all share the same basic 
attributes, and these guidelines will help make your experience more stress free.  


Tips for Meeting Attendees 
• BE ON TIME! 


o Use the moderator supplied link to log onto ZOOM and into the Waiting Room 
early.  You can test your microphone (and mute it), adjust speakers and set up a 
background picture if you like.  When the Moderator does open the meeting, you 
will be automatically logged on without having to enter the password. 


• Be Aware of Your Surroundings!

o Before you start the meeting, pick a place where other family members don’t 

usually pass by (especially if they don’t realize they will be ‘on camera’!)

o Try to find a quiet room without background noises, such as other people 

talking, a television or radio, a running vacuum or dishwasher

• Try to use your computer or an iPad/tablet: 


o Phones limit the size of your picture on the ZOOM screen.

• If you are driving, use the ‘Stop Video’ command:


o  it replaces your face with just your name. You’ll still be able to communicate 
with the group and see them, but they won’t see you. (You also won’t have to 
worry what part of your anatomy your phone is pointed towards!)


• Position your camera to put your face in the middle of your screen:

o Now your head takes up most of the top-to-bottom space on the screen. Try to 

keep your face at a constant distance from the camera to minimize zooming. 

o There’s a psychological tendency to want to look at oneself on the screen, and if 

you do that while your image is close to the camera, your gaze will look more as 
if it were looking right at the other person. 


• Raise your computer/tablet to just above your sitting normal eye level:
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o  If you are looking down at the screen, the camera will show more of your 
eyelids, not your eyes. (see Jim’s face on the screen shot below)


• Put light onto your face:

o (see picture below and notice how the individual faces are shown) Balance lights 

so there’s some light behind and some ambient light cast over you. Make sure 
you’re not lit entirely from behind; you will be hard to make out. Also, don’t point 
a light directly at you as this causes a webcam to overexpose your face, 
removing detail


• Mute your microphone (this is a ‘hot link’ to a ZOOM Help Screen)  

o Expect to be ‘Muted’ automatically by the moderator. This is necessary in order 

to keep control of the meeting.  You will be unmuted when it is your turn to be 
heard. Note that there is a ‘Chat’ icon on the bottom of the screen, you can type 
in a question or comment to the Moderator while you are muted. 


o If you are not automatically ‘Muted’, to help keep background noise to a 
minimum, make sure you ‘Mute’ your microphone when you’re not specifically 
talking and try to avoid acknowledgement sounds — like saying, ‘Uh huh, oh 
yeah”. The software immediately tries to shift to your face picture, so ZOOM will 
jump around to everybody in the meeting if they are all making these 
confirmation sounds. Just try not to forget to turn the mute off when you’re 
talking, but even if you do speak when you are muted, you will get a message 
on the screen that reminds you to unmute!  


• Use the ‘Stop Video’ and ‘Mute’ commands: 

o They are on the lower portion of the screen and have red bars through them to 

indicate if they are inactive. 

o If you are going to do anything else besides contributing to the meeting use 

‘Stop Video’ and ‘Mute’ to take your face and voice off the ZOOM screen so the 
rest of the attendees will not be distracted.  You will still be able to listen to the 
meeting.


• Be mindful of background noise: 

o When your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that could create additional 

noise, such as shuffling papers (and preparing or eating meals) 

o Headphones with a mike will help a lot. You will hear and be heard much more 

clearly (plus, you will look like a Jet Pilot to the other attendees!) 

• Limit distractions:


o You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, 
closing or minimizing running apps, and muting your smartphone.  


• Avoid multi-tasking: 

o You'll follow the discussion better if you refrain from replying to emails or text 

messages during the meeting (and preparing or eating meals)

o Set up your materials in advance. If you will be sharing content during the 

meeting, make sure you have the files and/or links ready to go before the 
meeting begins.
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• Maximize your device’s online capabilities:

o Restart your computer or device before the meeting. Open only the apps you 

will need for the meeting, like email and internet. If you are using your phone, 
disable the incoming call feature so you are not disconnected from the meeting


o if you have a slower internet connection, turning off video and using audio only 
can reduce bandwidth needs and improve your device performance


• Dress appropriately:

o  both above and below the camera view in case you stand up!


This article includes information that originally appeared on the Zoom blog. 
Look at the screenshot below and see what too much or too little light does to your face. Note 
that Ed, George and Rick’s pictures are narrower than the rest because they are using their 
phones instead of a computer or a tablet. Rick, Tom D. and Dan could use a bit more light on 
their faces. Also notice that Lloyd and Jim are both using background pictures to mask where 
we really are (unless Lloyd really was on a beach in Tulum!) 

 
The ‘Mute’ and ‘Stop Video’ commands are on the bo7om of the screen on a computer and a 
tablet in the Landscape mode. The ‘Stop Video’ command replaces your picture on the Zoom 
screen with just your name.  Also note that there is a ‘Chat’ icon on the bo7om of the screen. 
Especially when you are ‘Muted’, you can ask a quesFon of the moderator instead of breaking in 
on a discussion.  
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