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2019 / 2020 Board of Directors

President Edward Stichweh President@licoa.org

Vice President Tom Donato VicePresident@licoa.org

Treasurer John DiBlasi Treasurer@licoa.org

Secretary Eugene J. Doyle Secretary@licoa.org

Governor Dan Rodriguez Governor@licoa.org

Alternate Bob Spinicchia

Alternate George Reich

Appointed/Volunteer Positions

Membership Jesse Atchison Membership@licoa.org

Newsletter Lloyd Rosen Editor@licoa.org

Good and Welfare Bob Spinicchia

Show Coordinator Sergio Srica

Show Coordinator Richie Massa

Show Coordinator Chuck LaSalla

Internet Edward Stichweh Webmaster@licoa.org

Club Historian Bob Pandy

Senior Judge Rick Erdody SeniorJudge@licoa.org

Senior Judge Gene Doyle

Senior Tabulator Tom Donato

Asst Senior Judge Phil Kalmus

Asst. Senior Judge Lloyd Rosen Editor@licoa.org

Equipment Manager 

Equipment Manager 

Merchandise Tom & Karen Benson

Qualifying Judge Harry Hendrickson

Qualifying Judge Bob Spinicchia

EMRA Representative Richard Cox

VA Liaisons George Reich Vinnie Capasso

NCM Delegates Ed Hollie James Record

Hospitality / Refreshments Jayne Cafaro 

Terms and conditions: limit one (1) free hat per person per calendar year;  
only LICOA members in good standing are eligible; articles or reports submitted 
by Board Members, Appointed or Voluntary Officers, or event Chairs or Co-
Chairs in their official capacity do not qualify; any proposed article submitted 
must be an original work of the member, and may not include, in whole or in 
part, a reprint of any written work previously appearing in any printed or 
electronic publication, website or other resource; all submitted materials shall be 
deemed the property of LICOA, are subject to editing for content or length, and 
may be published in the Corvette Courier at the sole discretion of the Editor

Original material, copyright © LICOA, Inc, 2016-2019, all rights reserved

ARTICLES WANTED! 
Submit your 

original  article on 
any subject 

relating to LICOA 
or the Corvette.  If 

we publish it, we’ll 
send you a free 

LICOA hat! 

Terms and conditions apply 
(see below)

* Cover art by Ed Stichweh *
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	 Whether you’re a Corvette owner or fan, or simply someone who follows the auto 
industry, July 18, 2019 is certain to be an exciting day.  The next generation Corvette, finally 
confirmed by GM to be a mid-engined platform (the industry’s poorest-kept secret), is 
scheduled to be officially revealed, with all the camouflage body cladding finally stripped away 
for the world to see, at an invitation-only event in a blimp hangar at the Marine Corp Air Station 
in Tustin, California (Oorah!).  I do not know how many official invites were sent out, but I am 
guessing they were reserved for industry insiders, top-sales dealerships and their customers, 
and members of the press (shockingly, my credentials as the LICOA Courier Newsletter Editor 
did not qualify me for inclusion on the list).  These were very 
sought-after tickets, as evidenced by the recent sale of three 
pairs of tickets at $15,000 per pair by the Corvette Museum.

	 The event kicks off with a Corvette owner’s celebration in 
the parking lot of the event at 4:00 pm (Pacific time), followed by 
the Corvette reveal event at 8:00 pm (11:00 pm, New York time).  
If you did not happen to score any of these tickets, fear not.  
Chevrolet has announced that they will be live streaming the 
reveal for all to see.  No one can deny that the reveal of the C8 
Corvette is going to be the talk of the industry on July 19, so you 
are definitely going to want to try and stay up to watch the event 
live on July 18.  To view the live stream of the event, head over to 
https://media.chevrolet.com/nextgenCorvette.  The live stream 
will begin at 10:30 pm, New York time.

	 But building the hype for a new Corvette, and actually 
selling one, pose different challenges.  Is it possible that GM may 
be shooting itself in the foot by changing the Corvette from the 
tried-and-true front engine platform to an all-new mid-engine 
layout?  There is no doubt that there are going to be hundreds, if 
not thousands of Corvette faithful ready to put their money down 
to be among the first to have a mid-engined Corvette.  But will 
this new platform have staying power, strong enough to attract a 
steady stream of buyers for years to come?  Only time will tell, 
but here are some of the possible reasons that the C8 may be a 
hard sell for many potential buyers. 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OFFICIAL L.I.C.O.A. Inc. WEB SITE:  http://www.LICOA.org 
General Business Meetings, First Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM

Next Meeting: August 7, 2019
MEETING LOCATION: All general meetings take place at the Bellmore Public Library, located at 

2288 Bedford Ave, Bellmore - one block south of Sunrise Highway on Bedford Avenue. 
PARKING IS LIMITED, and is primarily street parking. 

Board of Directors Meetings, Third Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Next Meeting: July 17, 2019 

All B.O.D. meetings are scheduled to be at the Bristal, 40 Merrick Ave., East Meadow, Penthouse 

How C8 Sales Could Be a Disappointment
by Lloyd Rosen, Editor-in-Chief

Lloyd with his 2011 Grand Sport 
Convertible

http://www.licoa.org
https://media.chevrolet.com/nextgenCorvette
http://www.licoa.org
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	 COST - One of the appeals of the Corvette is the “bang-for-the-buck” quotient.  As 
many Corvette faithful have argued for decades, the Corvette provides power and performance 
comparable to many sports cars that cost many times more than the entry price of a Corvette.  
Currently, the base sticker price of a 2019 C7 Stingray Coupe is $56,995, and the convertible 
starts at $61,495.  With dealer incentives and markdowns, you can get into a base Corvette for 
even less than that.  And as you know, you get a lot of performance (if not the electronic doo-
dads and conveniences) for that money.  This low cost of entry is an extremely appealing factor 
for the Corvette.  To know you are getting the performance of a Porsche Carrera for half the 
price should be enough to put a smile on anyone’s face.  But what about the starting price for 
the C8?  There has not yet been any official word, but there have been rumors that it would 
have a starting price of $70,000 or more.  While this is not a significant increase in price, it is an 
increase of $10,000 or more over the current base price.  That amount of money could make 
the difference for some buyers, particularly those that are considering buying a base model 
without all the cost-adding options and features.  Some estimates suggest that the C8 will start 

at $100,000 or more.  If GM is able to 
keep the starting price at around 
$70,000, which keeps it in the same 
class as the next lowest-cost mid-
engine sports car (the Porsche 
Cayman), then price may not be a 
significant problem for GM.

	FEAR - Maybe you consider 
yourself the type of person who 
needs to be the first kid on the block 
with the newest toys out there, but 
when it comes to the purchase of an 
car or truck, the general consensus 
is to never buy the first model year of 
a new automobile product.  The 
thinking is that a new car, which is 
new from the ground up, is sure to 
have all kinds of design, engineering 
and manufacturing “bugs”, which 
needs to be worked out in the first 

two or three years of production.  There is no doubt that the C8 will be an entirely new product, 
sharing little if anything with other GM products.  Therefore, it would be reasonable to presume 
that there may be some issues with the first one or two years of production.  Five years after 
the release of the C7, there are still well-publicized reliability issues with the car, ranging from 
problems with overheating, problematic transmissions, and wheels which warp and crack.  If 
you are the type of person who typically leases your Corvette, these early production issues 
may not be as much of a concern for you, but to others, it may be enough to cause them to 
wait a couple of years or more before pulling the trigger and buying that new C8 Corvette.

	 UTILITY - Another feature of the current Corvette which makes it such an appealing 
sports car is that it can actually be used as a daily driver.  It is comfortable, quiet, roomy and 
fuel efficient for its class.  It also has a relatively large amount of storage space, making it 
suitable as a weekend getaway vehicle.  The current Stingray coupe boasts 15 cubic feet of 
storage space in the rear hatch, making it quite possible to fit a couple of weekend suitcases 
back there, or a couple of golf bags, or even a sizable amount of groceries should you be brave 
enough to take it to the supermarket.  The convertible is a little tighter, with 10 cubic feet of 
space, but still enough for a weekend getaway, golf bags or some groceries.  How much cargo 
space will a mid-engine Corvette offer?  We’re not yet sure, but for comparison, the mid-
engined Cayman has a small “frunk” providing 9.7 cubic feet of space, and that’s pretty large 
by mid-engine layout standards.  Other current mid-engine vehicles have similarly small 
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Could this be the C8 ZRI?
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storage compartments: Audi R8 - 4 to 8 cubic feet; Ferrari 488 - 8 cubic feet; Acura NSX - 4.4 
cubic feet; McLaren 570S - 5.3 cubic feet; BMW i8 - 5.4 cubic feet.  If the mid-engine Corvette 
suffers the same lack of storage compartment space as other cars in its class, it could 
definitely hurt the appeal of the car for those who intend to use the car for more than a display 
at a car show.

	 HISTORY - Let’s face it . . . .  GM does not have a great track record when it comes to 
mid-engine cars.  We may never forget the mid-engine Pontiac Fiero of the mid-80’s.  
Production of the Fiero, GM’s only mass produced mid-engine car, lasted only five years, from 
1983 (as a 1984 model) through 1988.  The Fiero was plagued with reliability issues throughout 
its production, such as cooling issues, but the engine fires which occurred during the first 
model year created a reputation from which Pontiac could never recover.  Many feel, however, 
that the Fiero was killed off due to sagging sales just as the car was made right, with the 200 
hp V6 1988 Fiero GT.  The 
1989/1990 Pontiac Fiero prototype 
was a real looker, but never made it 
to market.  The styling of this 
prototype was later adopted for use 
in the 4th generation Firebird which 
hit the market in 1993.  It has taken 
GM more than 30 years since the 
Fiero to get another mid-engine car 
to market.  Let’s hope it will be 
worth the wait.

	 Will GM’s newest mid-engine 
sports car be a sales hit or a flop?  
Technically, the Corvette has been a 
“mid-engine” car since 1963, as the engine has been located aft of the front axle.  But with the 
engine in front of the driver, the general public does not consider this a mid-engine platform.  
The C8 will see the engine located between the passenger compartment and the rear axle.  Will 
the public love the new layout, or will the popularity and sales numbers of the Corvette decline 
as a result of the changes to the layout, cost and utility of the car?  Will there be production 
and reliability problems?  How many will be willing to plunk down their hard-earned cash to be 
an unpaid product tester for GM?

	 There can be no doubt that we are in for a very exciting few weeks ahead, and I, for 
one, am looking forward to seeing my first C8 Corvette at one of our many LICOA events.  Will 
it be yours? 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1989/1990 Pontiac Fiero prototype

Remember
Club Merchandise is always available. 

Sweats, Tees, Jackets, Hats and many other items. 
Contact our Merchandise Team or any Board Member 

for more information.
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	 With a lot of events ahead of us, the last group went off without a hitch.  From what I 
hear the North Fork Cruise was a great success with two groups of cars caravaning to the 
restaurant first before hitting the wineries.  We had an 
enjoyable bus ride to Mohegan Sun for the Barrett-
Jackson Auction.  Thanks to Richie Massa and Bob 
Guttilla for setting it up.  I would like to thank Andy 
Hauser for stepping in at the last minute to help Richie 
Massa with the trip.  Bob Guttilla was convalescing at 
home with a recent injury.  The Vanderbilt show had 
close to 100 cars.  Thanks to Tom Donato, Sergio Srica, 
Lloyd Rosen and Joe McCormick, also the registration 
people John & Diane DeBlasi, Gene Doyle, Rick Erdody. 
We also had the people from LI Cares with a donation 
booth.  The show couldn’t run any smoother.  Other 
than the killer hill down to the event it was a pleasant 
day, and thanks to Carol at the Vanderbilt for use of the 
golf carts. Our next show is July 21st TFCU in 
Hauppauge; Gene Doyle is the chair on this event.  This 
will be one of the largest shows we will have this year.  
We are expecting 200 cars and trucks.  We will need all 
able-bodied club members to help out with parking and 
set-up for the day.  If you helped out last year, please 
join us this year and wear your “Staff” shirt from last 
year’s event.  If you do not have the shirt, please just 
wear a LICOA shirt.  Not only a Car and Truck show, 
donations to the ALS foundation, radio stations, food 
vendors, merchandise vendors and possibly news 12 
coverage. 

	 Please find new flyers within this Courier for the 
Annual Picnic, Summer Get Away and the 60th 
Anniversary lunch in September.  I have decided to 
push back the printing on the 60th journal to 
September so if you thinking of sending in a photo with some Anniversary wishes for LICOA, 
please do so soon.  So in closing, please make an effort to attend a meeting, bring a friend or 
come alone, see you soon.


A Message from Bob Guttilla 
Would just like to say THANKS, for the get well card from the members and staff at LICOA. It was an unexpected 
illness that put me in the hospital for 8 days. At this point, I’m very grateful to be home, and on the mend. Thanks to 
all the members and friends of the club who were concerned to keep my spirits up. Thanks again. 
And as far as the Barrett Jackson trip, it was great to see that the coordination from my hospital bed with Rich 
Massa worked out well. And I also want to thank Andy for stepping up to the plate with assisting Rich on the bus 
with handing out all the goods needed to have the bus ride go well. Being a part of this club created many 
friendships that will never be forgotten. 

 
Thanks,  
Bob Guttilla  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President’s Message
By Ed Stichweh
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!    
  MEMBER NAME:                                                
                             
  SPOUSE’S NAME:                                                                            

  STREET ADDRESS: 

    CITY:      STATE:  ZIP: 
                   - (+ 4)  
    HOME PHONE:     Cell Phone: 
       (Area Code)  (Number)     (Area Code)  (Number) 

   
   E-Mail Address:                                                               
  
  Occupation:                                                              (Optional) BIRTHDAY: 
 NOTE: LICOA keeps all information confidential. 
       
 MAKE: Corvette  MODEL:        BODY STYLE: 

  YEAR:    COLOR: 

 
 
     

        
                             
                              

     Membership dues are $50.00 first year with renewals $45.00 per year. 
                 Membership year runs February 1st to January 31st  

       New Members applying for membership after August 1st shall enjoy reduced  
                             dues of $30.00. for the remainder of the year 
       Make checks payable to Long Island Corvette Owners Association 

 and remit to the address as indicated above.  
                             
                             I certify all information on this application is true and accurate. 
                             By your payment of your annual dues you consent that all contributions you make to the 
                             Long Island Corvette Owners Association (both intellectual and physical) now or in the  
                             future becomes the property of L.I.C.O.A. 
       I understand that I may be required to undergo a period of probation for 3 months. 

I hereby release Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. from any and all liability of 
personal injury or damage to personal property.  

     Rev. 01/17                       Applicant Signature       Date

 
LONG ISLAND CORVETTE OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

ATTN: Membership Chairman 
PO BOX 191  

EAST MEADOW, NEW YORK 11554-0191
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Print Name of Sponsor below:      Sponsor Signature 

      X:



The Corvette Courier July 2019

Want to advertise in the LICOA Corvette Courier? 
Not only is our monthly club newsletter sent directly to all of our club members, it is also 
available to the general public as a free download on our website at www.LICOA.org.  Why not 
advertise your business and services, while supporting LICOA?

For more information, contact Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.
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LICOA CORVETTE COURIER ADVERTISING RATES
Ad Size Approx. Dimensions (W x H) 12 months 6 months

business card 3.5 x 2 inches $60 $40

1/4 page (wide) 7.5 x 2.5 inches $125 $75

1/4 page (tall) 3.5 x 4.5 inches $125 $75

1/2 page 7.5 x 5 inches $250 $150

full page 7.5 x 10 inches $500 $300

http://www.licoa.org
mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Courier%20advertising
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	 So it’s late in the month of June and my inspection is due.  I always bring my car 
to the dealership because they know what they are doing for the most part.  Well, I put 
it off and put it off mostly because it’s been raining almost continuously for two weeks 
and I ain’t taking my bad boy out in the rain.  No, it won’t melt, but my wife would 
rather not hear me whine that I got it wet, the wheel wells have to be cleaned and I had 
to use my wipers.  I have to get the manual out anyway to find out how to turn on the 
wipers.  The inspection wil just have to wait a little longer.

	 My wife’s car needed muffler service, so I call the Ford dealership and he tells 
me it will be two days before they can take it but HE HAS A GUY (wink wink) that does 
the dealership’s exhaust work.  So I call him up and he says "whats good for you?”  I’m 
floored.  Imagine . . . you spend your money and get what YOU want.  I check the 
place out, and you can eat off the floor.  The owner is a real nice guy, and a big Car guy 
to boot.  You might think “of course he is, it’s a repair shop”.  But 
there are a lot of classic cars around and each with a history.

So I say to my self . . . SELF . . . why not take a chance?  I then 
begin to interrogate the guy about his knowledge of an LS7 427 
Corvette with a dry sump.  He tells me that I am invited to stand 
right there and watch every move.  I’m impressed.  So I think "I 
just called Chevy and they can’t look at  my car until July and 
the Corvette tech doesn’t want to work on my car because he 
can’t make any money, and I have to go late in the afternoon 
and it’s all a big MAYBE . . . and if he can’t work on it himself, 
then I get the grease monkey du jour who doesn’t care about 
anything.  So instead of the Chevy dealer, a take a chance and 
bring the Vette to THE GUY for an inspection and oil change.

	 First thing he does is put 2x4s on the floor in front of the 
ramp to get my low car higher, and he drives it up.  No problem.  
I ask him how many quarts it takes and he shows me a printout 
from GM on the specs . . . 8 quarts . . . then I watch as he 
drains the old oil out.  I notice that he knows about BOTH drain 
plugs (the LS7 has two drain plugs; one for the oil pan, and one 
for the sump).  I’m ecstatic.  He uses an AC Delco filter, and 
then the inspection.  Bingo – what more can you ask?  Well, as 
I’m paying, a car pulls in from my early years . . .

a 1966 Pontiac Catalina 2+2 421 tripower.  And that’s not all.  It 
was a ROYAL BOBCAT.  For those that don’t know about this, 
think YENKO Chevy, but for Pontiacs.  This car was tuned by 
Ace Wilson at Royal Oaks, in Pontiac, Michigan, and got the 
Royal Bobcat designation.  So I was in the presence of Royalty.  
So, hey – you never know.

Keep the rubber down and stay out of the weeds.

Z06 Clif 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Clif Notes
By Clif Nagel, Contributing Editor

BIRTHDAYS

7/17 - Jesse Atchison
7/17 - Al Ferri

7/17 - Phillip Bruno
7/18 - Kevin Padgett

7/20 - Joseph Opatovsky
7/26 - Ed LoTurco

7/29 - Michael Arrigo
7/30 - Artie Katz

8/02 - Robert Robus
8/04 - Paul Israelson
8/04 - Bob Catanuto
8/04 - Leigh Garry
8/07 - Ted Uclinski
8/08 - Duane Heskin

8/10 - Michael Guiffre
8/11 - Clifford Nagel

8/12 - Marty Piccininni
8/12 - John Snead

8/14 - Martin Czajkowski
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Ten More (from the Clif) 
11. Thou shalt never drive thy Corvette in the 
rain
12. Thou shalt never eat in thy Corvette
13. Thou shalt never take thy pets in thy 
Corvette (unless their fur matches the 
interior) 
14. Thou shalt never allow thy spouse into 
the Corvette’s resting area (garage)
15. Thou shalt always put a battery tender on 
thy Corvette
16. Thou shalt never introduce the cleaner of 
the home to any Corvette cleaning supplies 
(lest they disappear)

17. Thou shalt never do donuts in thy 
Corvette (other owners will wonder about 
you)
18. Thou shalt always wear clothes bearing 
crossed flags 
19. Thou shalt never suck in your gut when 
young girls look at your car (you can hurt 
yourself)
20. Thou shalt require any long haired 
companion to wear a hat (You’ll be chasing 
hair for months)

Z06Clif 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Corvette Commandments from the Mountain
Inspired by the Corvette Forum

I

Thou shalt always
wave at another
Corvette (even the yellow 

ones)


II

Thou shalt  not pass another Corvette in distress


III

Thou shalt not gas up with budget grade gas


IV

Thou shalt treat thy Corvette with respect and intellIgence (lest it kill you for doing something stupid)


V

Thou shalt keep thy Corvette clean and waxed  at all times and never use an automatic car wash

VI

Thou shalt park thy 

Corvette in a manner 

which protects the


fenders and doors


VII

Thou shalt not drive on 

unpaved roads


VIII

Thou shalt blow Out the 

carbon with a high speed 

run as required


IX

Neither friend Nor spouse 

may drive thy Corvette 

unless proper reverence is 

displayed


X

Treat each CORVette as a 

work of art and judge not 

lest ye be judged
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Matrimonial & Family Law Firm 

• Divorce & Separation • Custody & Visitation  
• Child & Spousal Support • Complex High Net 

Worth Divorce • High Conflict Divorce  
• Financial Issues of Divorce • Asset & Property 

Division • Mediation • Pre/Post Nuptial 
Agreements • Orders of Protection/Domestic 
Abuse • Divorce: Special Needs Families • 

Grandparents’ Rights 

FREE CONSULTATION  
Call 516-773-8300 – www.lawjaw.com  

Lloyd C. Rosen, Esq. MEMBER LICOA 
Lloyd@lawjaw.com 

�  

YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE 

Contact Lloyd at 

EDITOR@LICOA.ORG

mailto:EDITOR@licoa.org
mailto:lloyd@lawjaw.com?subject=
mailto:lloyd@lawjaw.com?subject=
mailto:EDITOR@licoa.org
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......

Annual Picnic

Once again the ANNUAL CLUB SPONSORED PICNIC is on !!
The club will supply Food, Soda, Water & The World Famous Zorn’s BBQ 

Sunday August 4th 2019
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Syosset Woodbury Park - Jericho Tpke., Syosset

This is a NO COST EVENT to members, their spouses and their children under the 
age of 10. All others $10.00 PP for this all you can eat feast!

YOU SUPPLY THE ACTIVITIES
For more information contact Chairperson: Ed S. 516-244-3279

Co-Chairs: Merrill Z. / Bill J. 516-731-5500, Sergio S. 516-850-3783, Gino A. 516-263-9597

Tear off: Complete and Mail by July 25th, 2019 Mail to: LICOA Picnic 2019, PO BOX 191, East Meadow, NY 11554

Members Name & Spouse: ______________________________________________Phone:_____________

Members Children under age 10______________________Members Guest Names________________________

Total Adults Attending #___________________________Children under age 10________________________

Check #___________________Amount Enclosed:___________Email:_____________________________
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2019 Shadow Gray Grand Sport Coupe  
Thursday, August 29, 2019 at 2 pm CT 

• 6.2 Liter V8 460 HP Engine

• 8-speed Paddle-Shift Automatic Transmission

• Magnetic Selective Ride Control

• Multi-Mode Performance Exhaust

• Grand Sport Chrome Aluminum Wheels with Black-

Painted Calipers

• Full Length Center Stripe

• 2LT Equipment Group with Jet Black 

leather interior including head-up 
display, heated and ventilated seats, 
Bose 10-speaker audio system, 
universal home remote, and remote 
vehicle starter system


• Carbon-Flash Painted Ground Effects 
Package


• Chevrolet MyLink Radio with Navigation 
System


• Performance Data and Video Recorder

• Curb-View Front Cameras

• Chrome Badge Package

• Battery Protection Package

• Front License Plate Bracket

• Corvette Museum Delivery      


Tickets are $150 each and limited to 1500 tickets.


NCM Offers Monthly Chance to Win a New Corvette

Each month, the National Corvette Museum holds raffles, where the prize is a new Corvette 
with Museum Delivery and a tour of the Bowling Green Assembly Plant.  These raffles have 
proven very popular, and are a great way for the Museum to raise money.  You must purchase 
the tickets by mail, or in person at the Museum.  For more information about current raffles, and 
to download and print the mail order form, click the following link: raffle.corvettemuseum.org.  
You may also contact our own NCM Delegates (see page 2).  Because of LICOA’s support of 
the NCM, each month, we will feature one of the upcoming Corvette raffles here in the Corvette 
Courier.  Good luck to everyone who enters!  Be sure to let us know if you or someone you 
know wins!

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
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Note from the Editor: Larry is a very knowledgeable guy, and I greatly appreciate his 
contribution to the Courier.  Some of his articles can get a little technical.  If you have any 
questions, I encourage you to contact Larry directly.  If you don’t know how to get in touch with 
Larry, send me an email at editor@LICOA.org and I’ll do my best to put you in contact with him.  

	 We all know the speed rating, load and traction ratings for our tires [Do you really think 
so, Larry? - Ed.].  But how many people understand what actually happens to the tires when 
we drive our cars?  Cars with excessive toe-in (or toe-
out) can scrub the tires and cause premature wear along 
with increased heat.  Toe-in refers to how the tires on a 
common axle are aimed (think of how the tire pivots 
when you turn the steering wheel).  Zero toe would mean 
the driver and passenger side tires sidewalls are parallel 
to each other.  Most cars want a slight bit of toe in – the 
tire’s leading edge (forward part of the tire) is slightly 
pointed toward the centerline of the car (both tires steer 
slightly towards one another while moving forward). This 
helps with steering and handling.  Remember that the 
inner edge of the tire has a smaller circle to cover than 

the outside tire 
during a turn.

	 Camber (see diagram on the left) refers to the tilt 
on a tire.  A family car will like “0” camber, while a 
sports car will like negative camber. This will allow the 
tire to corner better, but also wear the insides faster.

	 Caster involves the rake of the steering gear and 
helps bring the steering wheel back to neutral.  It also 
assists the car going into a turn.

Starting in 1963 the Corvette had an independent 
rear so all the settings also (somewhat) apply to the 
rear of the car. 


Tire age – Since the year 2000, the chemical makeup 
of tires has greatly changed due to “environmental concerns”.  The old tires that lasted 20 
years are a thing of the past.  Most tire manufacturers recommend that the tires be replaced at 
7 to 9 year intervals.  The tires may look perfect, but 
the internal make up and bonds have started to 
disintegrate and may cause a structural failure of the 
tire.  Good Case would be a slipped belt and shaking 
tire, worst case a blowout / fragmented tire. 

Also as tires age, the riding surface gets harder 
causing a loss of traction both in the rain and on dry 
ground especially when corning. 

	 Underinflation – causes excessive movement 
in the sidewalls that can result in an overheated tire, 
breaking the internal bonds on the sidewall and 
breaking of the sidewall reinforcement. Also an 
underinflated tire will suffer more damage when hitting 
a pothole at highway speed.  Without getting complex – think of a watermelon sliding into a 
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Tires: What to Know and Look For
By Larry Szybkowski

mailto:editor@LICOA.org
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pothole versus an orange.  The orange will roll over the hole, while the watermelon will shear.  
Also the constant flexing of the sidewall on an underinflated tire will cause excessive heat and 
damage the tire internally – again leading to a failure.

	 Over-inflation will stress the side wall and reduce its ability to flex and absorb an impact 
from a pothole or road debris.  It will also wear out the center of the tire tread. 

Those with TPS can watch a tire starting out with low pressure gain pressure on the highway 
and think I’m ok.  Well the added pressure is a result of added heat in that tire – not good.

An old rule of thumb that still works: Rub your hand over the tire front to back, if it’s not smooth 
– check the balance. Run your hand side to side – if it’s choppy the alignment is out.  If one 
side of the tread is worn – alignment, center or outside tread – inflation is off.

	 So basically we should check our tire’s age and pressure weekly. It’s easier to spend 5 
minutes with a tire gauge than replacing a fender or worse. 

Determining Tire Age:

	 For tires manufactured in the year 2000 – present

	 The date of manufacture is the last four digits of the DOT code. The first two digits are 
the week of manufacture, and the last two digits are the year.  For example, if the last four 
digits of the DOT code are 0203, that means that the tire was manufactured during the second 
week of the year 2003.  Pretty simple, right? However…if your tires were made before 2000, it 
gets a bit more complicated.

	 For tires manufactured before the year 2000

	 The date of manufacture is the last three digits of the code. The first two digits refer to 
the week within that year.  For example, if the last 3 digits are 022, it means that the tire was 
manufactured in the second week of the year, and the year is the second year of the decade. 
This is where it gets confusing -- there’s no universal identifier that signifies which decade, so 
in this example the tire could have been manufactured in 1982 or 1992.  Some tires do have a 
small triangle following the DOT code to indicate the 1990s.

	 Below is a photo of a tire that was about 16 years old and 8 to 10 lbs. underinflated.  
The damage was done by a pothole at highway speed 60 mph.

	 To be safe, checking your tire condition and pressure is a must.  Don’t rely on just the 
look of the tire.  The last thing you want to do is find out at highway speed that your tire is 
beyond its usable life. 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FOR SALE: 2007 Z06 Corvette. Silver with black 
interior. 2LZ package. Chrome engine with wild 
exhaust. 10,000 miles. Asking $35,000. Car 
located in Nassau County. Call John, 
516-822-0099 (7/19). 

  

LICOA Members may place free classified ads for any 
Corvette vehicles or Corvette-related merchandise.  Send 
your ads and photos to Editor@LICOA.org.  

FOR SALE: 2002 Z06 Corvette. Torch red, black 
and red interior.  Manual trans. One owner, all 
paperwork, original rims included. 6000 original 
miles. Call Mike Beaubian, 516-359-4213 (9/19).

FOR SALE: Front & Rear Disc Brake Pad Set NIB 
ACDelco GM OE fits 05-13 Chevrolet Corvette w 
Z51; applicable part numbers: 
89026853 /ACD# 1710964 & 19152862 /
ACD#1710946; $239 w/free shipping —$60 less 
than I paid online, and I also paid for shipping.  
Earl, 917-685-7364 (9/19). 

FOR SALE: 2015 Z51 2LT Stingray Coupe. 8126 
miles. Mint condition.  Asking $47,000.  George, 
516-639-3666 (11/19).

Remember
Club Merchandise is always available. 

Sweats, Tees, Jackets, Hats and many other items. 
Contact our Merchandise Team or any Board Member for more 

information.

mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Classified%20ad
mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Classified%20ad


              Neighborhood Event Since 1958  

MALBA FIELD & MARINE CLUB
                                                                   Presents 

     DISPLAY on the BAY
         At the Malba Waterfront • Boulevard & Malba Drive

          SUNDAY • SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
            RAIN DATE - SEPTEMBER 15, 2019

        10:00AM TO 3:00PM      
    

         Please contact Mike Fazio, if you plan to atend! (need car count)
 

            

GATE OPENS AT 8:00 AM / CLOSES WHEN FIELD IS FULL

                    

FEE:      $20.00 Payable to:     MALBA FIELD & MARINE CLUB    No Pre-Registraton

LICOA Members will have whatever parking that is needed, but DON’T BE LATE!!!!

                                   INCLUDES   • A DASH PLAQUE TO FIRST 150 SHOW CARS

                                                                 • MUSIC, GAMES, GUESTS                                                             

                                ***** FOOD, BEVERAGES & SNACKS – AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE *****

        

This is a NON-JUDGED EVENT

             wgg3449@aol.com                                                            (917) 767-7340 

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________                    

City: ____________________________ State: ______________ Zip: ______________

Email: ________________________________________ Contact Number: ____________________ 

Vehicle Year: _______________ Make: __________________ Model: ______________________

 

I HEREBY RELEASE THE MALBA FIELD & MARINE CLUB, THE MALBA ASSOCIATION, ORGANIZERS, AND ALL ASSOCIATE 

SPONSORS, FROM ANY AND ALL RESPONSIBILITY AND/OR LIABILITY, INCLUDING PERSONAL AND PROPERTY DAMAGE 

WHILE ATTENDING THIS EVENT.     

SIGNATURE_________________________________________________

Please Call

Mike Fazio

516-849-2235

Or

Chris

Biancaniello

917-299-1009

For

Information

A caravan will be

arranged. You

MUST arrive

early to

guarantee

specific parking

for LICOA’s cars

You must bring

this form with

you and pay at

the gate!!
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 Well, the weather was great and we had a full house.  The first caravan with about 24 
Corvettes left Farmingdale to rendezvous with the Yaphank group, lead by Joe McCormick, 
with 10 other Corvettes in trail.  We drove directly to our first stop, the Sound Ave Bistro, where 
Chuck LaSalla marshaled us all in resulting in a no fuss, no muss arrival.  There was Chuck’s 
C7 and 3 more Corvettes there already.

	 The Bistro served up a great lunch in our own private facility.  After stuffing ourselves for 
2 hours, we drove 10 minutes east to the Jamesport Brewery (a relatively new establishment).  
Once again, Chuck went out 5 min ahead and was there to usher us in to our own parking 
area.  We had our own gazebo area, providing shaded seating and tables.  The Brewery offered 
many different beers as well as sangria and and extensive selection of hard ciders from which 
to choose.  After an hour and a half, with the assistance of Chuck’s brother and his partner who 
stopped traffic for the caravan’s exit, we were westbound to Baiting Hollow Vineyard and LI 
Vodka.

	 The wind picked up at Baiting Hollow and LI Vodka but it didn’t seem to phase many 
folks at that point.  The dash plaques and LICOA wallet bottle openers were distributed and 
well received.  A great time was had by all . . . except for Bob P. and Cora who suffered a 
blowout on the way home.  I trust everyone else got home in one piece. 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North Fork Cruise 2019
By Gregg Von Urff, Chair
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Calendar of Events for 2019
All events subject to change

Date (R/D) Show / Event Location Chairs/Co-Chairs 

2/10  Valentine’s Brunch  Black Forest Brew Haus  Massa R., Massa J., Yakkey J., Yakkey B. 

4/6  LICOA Judging Tech Session TFCU Hauppauge    Doyle, Erdody, Allen, Spinicchia 

4/13  LICOA Tech Session  Motorcar Classics, Farmingdale Massa, Guttilla 

4/20  VA Bagel/Easter Run  Northport VA Hospital  Reich, Capasso, Albanese 

5/18  LICOA Gold Coast Rally  CANCELED   Rosen, Donato, Doyle 

5/19  Tobay Classic Car Show  Tobay Beach   Kalmus, Massa, Rosen 

5/27  Bellmore Memorial Parade  Bellmore   Rosen, Kalmus, Fazio, Srica 

6/2  Centurion Cruisers Car Show St. Anthony’s HS   Massa, Albanese, Guttilla 

6/8  Bristal Display   Bristal Residences, East Meadow  

6/9  Summer Judged Show  Atlantic Chevrolet, Bay Shore Magalik, Massa, Guttilla, Albanese 

6/15  Cruise to the North Fork  Riverhead   Von Urff, LaSalla, Stewart 

6/29  Barrett-Jackson Bus Trip   Mohegan Sun,  CT   Massa, Guttilla 

7/7  Vanderbilt All-Car Show  Vanderbilt Museum, Centerport Donato, Srica, Rosen, Roriguez, McCormick 

7/11  Flynn’s Boat Trip Dinner  Flynn’s, Fire Island  Stichweh, DiBlasi 

7/21 (7/28) TFCU All-Car Show  TFCU, Hauppauge   Doyle, Allen 

8/4  LICOA Annual Picnic  Syosset-Woodbury Park  Doyle, Zorn, Srica, Albanese 

Aug 16-18 LICOA Weekend Getaway  TBA    Atchison, Piscitello 

Aug 22-25 Corvettes at Carlisle  Carlisle, PA   Albanese's, Biancaniello, Thomas’s, Donato 

9/7  60th Anniversary Luncheon Capt. Bill’s, Bay Shore  60th Committee 

9/8 (9/15) Malba Car Display   Malba, Queens   Biancaniello, Fazio 

TBA-Sept. Atlantic Fall Show  Atlantic Chevrolet   

TBA-Sept. VA Car Display/Show  Northport VA Hospital  Erdody, Massa, Albanese's, Yakkey's, Reich 

TBA-Oct. Vettes & Jets   American Airpower Museum Rosen, Kalmus, Srica, Spinicchia 

TBA-Oct. Huntington Fall Show  Huntington Chevrolet   

TBA-Dec. VA Bagel/Holiday Gifts Run Northport VA Hospital  Capasso, Erdody, Reich, Albanese 

12/7  60th LICOA Awards Banquet Verdi’s of Westbury  Dan & Nancy Rodriguez 

Green Events - Completed 

CO-CHAIRS AND EVENT HELPERS NEEDED!  CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER
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	 On June 29, LICOA held another trip to Mohegan Sun to attend the Barrett-Jackson 
auction.  I would first like to thank the Chairperson, Bob Guttilla, who unfortunately couldn’t 
make the trip for health reasons.  Bob put a lot of time and effort into the planning of this event 
and was the point person for the bus company and Barrett.  The trip sold out quickly and was 
well attended by our members.  The auction featured the right to own the last C7 off the line 
later in the year, and that right cost the owner 2.7 million dollars.  They also auctioned off a C7 
coupe and a C7 Z06, both VIN number one. 
	 There was gambling, of course the auction, shopping and the unbelievable buffet that 
we all took advantage of.  A very enjoyable day was had by all, and for those members who 
have never attended Barrett at Mohegan Sun, you should try to make it next year.  It really is 
something to see and experience.

	 I’d also like to thank those members who helped, but especially Andy Hauser, who 
stepped up to co-chair along with me in Bob’s absence.

	 Once again, this is yet another example of what makes LICOA the premier Corvette 
club, with its members getting together to enjoy the hobby in many different venues.  Thank 
you all for attending, and we hope to see you there again next year.  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LICOA Bus Trip to Barrett-Jackson
By Rich Massa, Chair
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	 One Saturday about 4 weeks ago, I was in my car on the Southern State Parkway 
headed east to meet up at the bagel shop.  While in the fast lane, naturally obeying the speed 
limit, I heard a loud pop from the front of the car.  It definitely was a hit of some sort, I was 
thinking a rock.  However, as loud as it sounded, I didn’t see any damage while driving.  Wow, I 
thought I got lucky. I pulled into the parking lot and looked again.  Nothing, I saw nothing.  I 
definitely got lucky, or so I thought.  Once inside the bagel shop, sitting and enjoying the 
company of the fellows, a couple of guys just arrived and came directly over to me and asked, 
“Hey Mike, when did you crack your windshield?”  Naturally my stomach dropped as we 
confirmed the fact that indeed, my windshield had a chip and a crack about 10” long on it.

	 What to do with a cracked windshield?  I spoked to just about everyone that day and 
many more guys at different events.  Nobody knew of a glass guy anywhere.  After about 10 
days, I got a recommendation for a glass shop in Elmont.  In the meantime, I was doing battle 
with my insurance company, Liberty Mutual.  They wanted to use a cheap Korean glass that 
they claimed was just as good as OEM glass.  If this should happen to any of you, don’t go for 
it!!  I had spoken to GM and was told that there was a very good chance that the cheap glass 
would not support the electronic parts of the car, such as the HUD, the rain sensors etc.  For 
the first five conversations with Liberty Mutual, four different managers assured me that the 
foreign glass would work.  I’ll repeat; don’t go for it!  Around my 7th conversation with a 
different manager, at Liberty Mutual, I got a lady who was understanding and gave approval for 
OEM glass.

	 After numerous attempts to find a reputable glass shop; I called the Elmont glass shop 
and the owner seemed nice enough, but in no hurry to assist me whatsoever.  Okay I thought; I 
can live with that.  So after speaking to him about 3 times, I decided to take a ride over to his 
shop.  The shop seemed nice enough.  I went in and introduced myself.  I told the owner that I 
had a Corvette and that I was very particular with how it’s treated.  I said that “you’ll take care 
of my car and look out for it?”  To which the owner promptly said, oh sure, just jinx me!  I hope 
everything is fine but you shouldn’t say stuff like that.  What do I do after hearing that?  Back to 
searching for a glass shop.  No way was I leaving my car with this guy.

            Almost three weeks had passed now.  When luckily, I was talking to my friend Ken, who 
owns Harry’s Auto Repair on Merrick Road in Lynbrook.  He suggested that I use a glass shop 
called Presby’s on Merrick Road in Valley Stream.  I called and spoke to the owner Bill.  It took 
about a week for the OEM glass to arrive.  Bill called me and we set up a date for the 
installation.  Bill’s expert installer, Kevin, would be doing the work.  Install day arrived and I 
pulled up to the shop.  I met Kevin and Bill in person for the first time.  There were two bays, 
each with a car in them.  Pretty spacious.  Bill told me to wait for him to move a car from the 
bay.  He move the car and I started to move my car.  Bill told me to wait.  He moved the 
second car, and I started moving my car.  I asked Bill which bay he wanted me in.  He told me 
to put it in the middle.  Directly in the middle.  Kevin tells me there’s no way they would have 
anything remotely close to my car.  They both checked out my car and admired it.  Both Kevin 
and Bill made me feel as if it was their own car.  There was easily ten feet of space all around 
my car.

	 It was about this time that I gave Kevin a $20 bill, to which he told me that I could wait 
until he was finished.  However, all Corvette owners know what “TIPS” stand for; “To Insure 
Proper Service” and I told him to take care of my car.  I felt completely at ease with leaving my 
car in their capable hands.  When I picked up my car, it was as if nothing ever happened to my 
baby.  She was perfect again.  More than anything, it felt so good to be able to JUST LEAVE 
MY CAR.  If anyone needs glass work done on their baby, check out Bill and Kevin at Presby’s 
in Valley Stream, New York.
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What to Do With a Cracked Windshield?
By Mike Beaubian
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LICOA Membership Minutes July 3rd  , 2019 
Held at Bellmore Library, 2288 Bedford Avenue, Bellmore NY 11710 

Board members present Ed Stichweh, Tom Donato, John DiBlasi, Gene Doyle 
Alt. Board members present George Reich 

President: Ed said the picnic on August 4th will be catered by Zorn’s. Members are free; non-members 
$10 each. Please email or call Ed or any board member to confirm your attendance so we know how 
much food to order. Thursday July 11th is the boat ride and diner at Flynn’s on Fire Island contact Ed to 
confirm your attendance time is short. The diner is $50 and the boat ride is $15 per person. 

Vice President: Nothing to report. 

Treasurer: John reported balances to date checking $9,240.06, Petty cash $679.00 for a total $9,919.06. 
Further details on file with the minutes. 

Secretary: Gene reported the list of members points that have been accumulated through the end of 
June to be used for the awards diner at the end of the year. 

Governor: Nothing to report 

First Alternate: Nothing to report 

REPORTS OF APPOINTED POSITIONS 
Internet: There have been a couple of issues with the internet. Let Ed know if you did not receive the last 
newsletter. If you want a picture of your car posted send a copy to Ed. 
Membership: Jesse reported that the club has 296 members. He also said he is looking into a couple of 
discrepancies in the list and once those are corrected we will have over 300 members. 
Newsletter: Nothing to report 
Senior Judge: Gene Doyle said that we are all set for the July 7th Vanderbilt and the July 21st TFCU 
show. Both shows we will need worker membership support so please come out and help your club. He 
also asked the members for suggestions for future shows How and what would the membership like to 
see done at the shows to attract more participation. 
Qualifying Judge: Nothing to report 
Merchandise: Tom &Karen  reported  they have no XL shirts left and don’t expect to have the new order 
in time for Vanderbilt but they will be at TFCU with new shirts. 
Good and Welfare: Bob Guttilla is home from ther hospital doing better if you have a chance give him a 
call. 
Club Historian: Bob Pandy did not have a history report but told the members on the way back from the 
North Fork outing he had a blowout on one of his tires that is only 25 years old. Bob can’t figure out why 
that tire would blowout. 
Equipment Manager: The club is still looking for a equipment manager and someone to tow the trailer. 
So far the board has been taking care of the trailer. 
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Show Coordinator: Serge has been communicating with Atlantic Chevrolet to set a 
date for the fall show so far no date has been set. He is also trying to set up a 
meeting with the new GM for Huntington. There are a couple of other possible shows 
but he has been waiting for Atlantic to give them first choice on the dates/ 
EMRA: Nothing to report 
VA Liaison: George Reich reported no date has been set for another bagel run at 
this time. The VA car show is scheduled for September 22, 2019. 
NCM:  Reveal of the new 2020 Mid Engine Corvette is July 18th in California. 

OLD BUSINESS 
60th anniversary journal don’t forget to place your booster in the journal. You 
can contact Ed Stichweh if you have any questions about placing a booster.  
Date to place booster has been moved to September. 
>Bristol – Was a success over 40 members attended. 
>Atlantic Chevrolet – Rich Magalik reported it was a success over 80 cars. 
>Northfork – Greg Von Urff reported that 38 cars attended and the food was great an 
a good time for all 
>Barrett-Jackson – Rich Massa reported everything worked out great show, food, 
bus. 

NEW BUSINESS 
>Vanderbilt July 7th Tom Donato reported we are all set for the show and asked the 
members to please turnout to help. Workers should be there by 7:00 AM. 
>Flynn’s dinner July 11th contact Ed Stichweh $50 for the dinner and $15 (cash only) 
for the boat ride. Arrive at Captree by 6:30PM  there will be a small tailgate party 
prior to boat departure. 
>TFCU All Car and Truck show – Gene Doyle reported we are all set for the show 
and asked members to please turnout to help. Workers should be there by 7:00AM 
>Annual Picnic – Will be catered by Zorns again this year members are free non 
members $10. 
>Summer getaway to Lake George Jesse A, Steve P, Rich M, are the chairs if you 
have any questions contact one of them. Rich said it is about 240 miles from 
Hicksville. When you call the motel the rooms are held under Steve P. not LICOA. 
>Carlisle – The club has its usual spot at Carlisle and there will be water at the tent. 
>Capt. Bill’s – September 7th 60th Anniversary luncheon; more info to follow. 
Fishing Trip – Cancelled due to lack of interest. 

DATES LOCKED IN 
July 21st TFCU All Car and Truck Show 
August 22-25th Corvettes at Carlisle; the new 2020 C8 is certain to be there. 
Sept 7th LICOA 60th Buffet – Capt Bill’s 
Sept 8th Malba Car Display 
Sept 22nd VA Show 
Dec 7th Awards Dinner 

Meeting Adjourned 8:45PM 

Submitted By Secretary: 
Gene Doyle 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Saturday 

Bagels and 

Coffee 

8:00 AM  

 GOLD & MEYER’S 

GOURMET DELI 

Airport Plaza 

Farmingdale 
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2019 LICOA Summer Get Away
Lake George New York

August 16-18, 2019

Georgian Hotel Lake George
Rooms Range From $190-$215 Per Night

Call for room reservations: 518-668-5401
Caravan details to be announced

• Boat Cruise • Saratoga Events • Casino • Race Track
• Outside Cafe • Car Museum • Spa and Golf

Chairs
Jesse Atchison 
917-860-8525

Steve Piscitello 
631-896-9978
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Come Join Us to Celebrate
LICOA 60th Anniversary!

Captain Bill’s of Bayshore

 Carving Stations, Chafing Dishes, 
Cold Platters & Desserts

Soft drinks included

Buffet Style Dining

Mail to:  60th Anniversary Lunch  LICOA PO Box 191, East Meadow, NY 11554-0191

Name_________________________________________________Number of attendees ______________  

Contact Number _______________________________________________________________________

Check Number__________Amount Paid __________________Email:_____________________________

September 
7th 2019

Save the 
Date!

$50. PP12-4 PM Captain Bill’s • 122 Ocean Ave., Bayshore, NY 11706

Chair: Ed Stichweh 516-244-3279
Chair: Bob Pandy 516-781-4011

LICOA memorabilia
will be on display
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Celebrating our 60th Anniversary (1959-2019)

Be a part of our 60th Collectors Journal

Souvenir Journal Advertising Rates

Outside back Cover Page in color.................................................................................................................$250
                                 other possible combinations 1/2pg $150., 1/4pg $100.
Inside Back Cover Page in color...................................................................................................................$200
                                 other possible combinations 1/2pg $120., 1/4pg $75.
Inside Front Cover Page ...................................................same as Inside Back Cover.
Full Page.......................................................................................................................................................$125
Half Page........................................................................................................................................................$65
Quarter Page...................................................................................................................................................$40
Eighth Page - Business Card..........................................................................................................................$25
Eighth Page Photo - jpg or gif format blk/wht...............................................................................................$25
Booster with Name........................................................................................................................................$15

Purchase Description______________________________________Amount Enclosed_________________

Please Make Check / Money Order payable to:       Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

Inquiries: treasurer@licoa.org                                                                PO Box 191

                                                                                                    East Meadow, N.Y. 11554

Please attach message and file format or email to: treasurer@licoa.org
All Advertising Contracts must be in by July 31st 2019

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________________________________

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

PO Box 191

East Meadow, N.Y. 11554

Anniversary

Since 1959 dedicated to the enjoyment of the Classic American sport car.
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