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Planned for May 18

This month:
- 2019 Events Calendar
- My First Tools
- Magnetic Ride Software Update
- and more!

This month:
- 2019 Events Calendar
- Belt Tightening
- Escaping the Winter Blues
- and more!
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2019 / 2020 Board of Directors
President

Edward Stichweh

President@licoa.org

Vice President

Tom Donato

VicePresident@licoa.org

Treasurer

John DiBlasi

Treasurer@licoa.org

Secretary

Eugene J. Doyle

Secretary@licoa.org

Governor

Dan Rodriguez

Governor@licoa.org

Alternate

Bob Spinicchia

Alternate

George Reich

Appointed/Volunteer Positions
Membership

Jesse Atchison

Membership@licoa.org

Newsletter

Lloyd Rosen

Editor@licoa.org

Good and Welfare

Bob Spinicchia

Show Coordinator

Sergio Srica

Show Coordinator

Richie Massa

Show Coordinator

Chuck LaSalla

Internet

Edward Stichweh

Club Historian

Bob Pandy

Senior Judge

Rick Erdody

Senior Judge

Gene Doyle

Senior Tabulator

Tom Donato

Asst Senior Judge

Phil Kalmus

Asst. Senior Judge

Lloyd Rosen

Equipment Manager

Barry Armato

SeniorJudge@licoa.org

Editor@licoa.org

ARTICLES WANTED!
Submit your
original article on
any subject
relating to LICOA
or the Corvette. If
we publish it, we’ll
send you a free
LICOA hat!
Terms and conditions apply
(see below)

Equipment Manager
Merchandise

Tom & Karen Benson

Qualifying Judge

Harry Hendrickson

Qualifying Judge

Bob Spinicchia

EMRA Representative

Richard Cox

VA Liaisons

George Reich

Vinnie Capasso

NCM Delegates

Ed Hollie

James Record

Hospitality / Refreshments

Jayne Cafaro

Terms and conditions: limit one (1) free hat per person per calendar year;
only LICOA members in good standing are eligible; articles or reports submitted
by Board Members, Appointed or Voluntary Officers, or event Chairs or CoChairs in their official capacity do not qualify; any proposed article submitted
must be an original work of the member, and may not include, in whole or in
part, a reprint of any written work previously appearing in any printed or
electronic publication, website or other resource; all submitted materials shall be
deemed the property of LICOA, are subject to editing for content or length, and
may be published in the Corvette Courier at the sole discretion of the Editor

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
Original material, copyright © LICOA, Inc, 2016-2019, all rights reserved
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OFFICIAL L.I.C.O.A. Inc. WEB SITE: http://www.LICOA.org
General Business Meetings, First Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Next Meeting: April 3, 2019
MEETING LOCATION: All general meetings take place at the Bellmore Public Library, located at
2288 Bedford Ave, Bellmore - one block south of Sunrise Highway on Bedford Avenue.
PARKING IS LIMITED, and is primarily street parking.
Board of Directors Meetings, Third Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Next Meeting: March 20, 2019
All B.O.D. meetings are scheduled to be at the Bristal, 40 Merrick Ave., East Meadow, Penthouse

Introducing: the LICOA Gold Coast Rally
by Lloyd Rosen, Editor-in-Chief
Saturday, May 18, 2019 [NEW DATE!]. Mark this date on your calendar, as this is the
new date scheduled for the 2019 LICOA Gold Coast Rally [insert trumpet fanfare].
Since joining LICOA, I have heard much talk about rally events held in past years. I
have never participated in a rally, so my knowledge on the subject is limited to some longforgotten movies, such as The Cannonball Run and The Gumball Rally. What I learned from
speaking to anyone who has participated in or planned a rally was that they were a great deal
of fun (sounds good to me) but an incredible amount of work to organize and run (challenge
accepted!)
But what exactly is a “rally”? Merriam-Webster defines
an automotive rally as follows: “an automobile competition
using public roads and ordinary traﬃc rules with the object of
maintaining a specified average speed between checkpoints
over a route unknown to the participants until the start of the
event.” This seemed like an interesting idea, but not
interesting enough, so I worked on a plan to add some
elements of fun to the event. A traditional rally also requires
the help of a lot of event workers, with the need for oﬃcial
timekeepers at each checkpoint to record arrival times and to
deliver instructions to the next checkpoint to each driver.
Assuming two event workers at each checkpoint, and four
checkpoints, we are now looking at at least 10 people
Including the finish line) who would have to work the event
and would be excluded from the fun of participating. The
solution to this problem? Smartphones! Using smartphones
to check in at each checkpoint, I figured I could run this event
with a minimum of assistance, and in a pinch, possibly even
single-handedly (although I am glad to have help!) I was also
concerned about safety, as I did not want to plan an event
which causes people to drive recklessly racing from
checkpoint to checkpoint. The solution? Penalties for early
arrival and keeping the target times a secret.
So this is how the 2019 Gold Coast Rally is going to
Lloyd with his 2011 Grand Sport
work (with more details revealed only to participants on the
Convertible
morning of the event):
This event will be limited to 50 cars, so if you plan to
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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participate, register early to ensure a spot. All participants will meet at a starting point (which I
believe will be one of the parking lots at Eisenhower Park, subject to confirmation) at 8:30 am.
Upon arrival, each participant will receive an event envelope, which will assign a Car
number. Inside the envelope there will be five smaller randomly ordered checkpoint envelopes
- one for each of four checkpoints, and an extra “decoy” envelope. There will also be a
random starting number and a couple of other
“surprises”. We will be starting the cars at 2-5
minute intervals apart.
When instructed, all participants will open one of
the five checkpoint envelopes (do not open any
checkpoint envelopes until instructed). Inside the
checkpoint envelope, there will be a sheet of paper
providing you with clues or a riddle which you need
to solve to figure out the identity of the checkpoint.
There will also be a “hint” envelope, providing more
clues (if you need them) and a “solution” envelope if
you’re stumped by the clues or just want to skip the
whole process of figuring out the puzzle.
You may use your smartphone to help with the
puzzles, or to provide you with navigation to the
checkpoint. Proceed to the checkpoint, taking your
time, enjoying the ride, and obeying ALL traﬃc
laws. This is NOT A RACE – you will be penalized if
you arrive at a checkpoint early. How will you know
how much time you are allotted for each
checkpoint? You won’t! I have designated an
oﬃcial target elapsed time for arrival at each
checkpoint, based upon travel time, with added time
for figuring out the clue, traﬃc conditions, etc.
Arrive late and you will lose a few points - arrive early
and you will lose a LOT of points. The oﬃcial
designated time to reach each checkpoint will not be revealed until the end of the Rally. In
short, success will require some skill and a little bit of luck. Speeding or cheating will not help,
but instead will hurt your final score because of penalty point deductions.
Upon arrival at the checkpoint, you will check in with one of the event timekeepers
using your smartphone. Take a selfie at the checkpoint with some identifying feature in the
background, and text it to your assigned timekeeper, along with your Car # and the name of
the checkpoint. The time of your text message will be your oﬃcial arrival time. Upon
confirmation of your arrival at the correct checkpoint, your timekeeper will text you instructions
on which checkpoint envelope to open next, which will mark your starting time for the next
checkpoint. Take your time to figure out the clue and plot your course before proceeding. You
will then proceed to the remaining three checkpoints and check in upon arrival in the same
fashion. Along the way throughout the rally will be additional opportunities to earn “bonus”
points, which will be revealed at the start of the event.
After completing all four checkpoints, each Car will proceed to the finish line at The
News Stand Deli in Melville for final check-in and lunch (on your own). Each registered car will
be provided with a $5.00 voucher good towards a food purchase (one voucher per car). Final
points will be tallied, and prizes will be awarded to our three top finishers.
I am confident this new event will be a lot of fun for everyone, and a great opportunity
to enjoy a drive in your Corvette. The entry fee will be $20.00 per car, and preregistration is
requested (look for the flyer in this Courier) so that we may have suﬃcient printed
materials prepared in advance of the event. I look forward to seeing everyone at the LICOA
Gold Coast Rally on May 18, 2019. This event is sure to be talked about, so don’t miss out!
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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President’s Message
By Ed Stichweh

As LICOA enters into its 60th year we have some great events planned. Star<ng
oﬀ with the Judging Tech Session for all interested in judging the many shows we
have at Atlan<c and Hun<ngton Chevrolet
dealerships. Followed by a general Tech Session
at Motorcar Classics, a storage and
consignment facility in Farmingdale that will
give us a tour. Now that Spring is around the
corner, make sure to check out the event list in
the Courier, the LICOA website, and our new
Facebook page.

If you are a new member, congratula<ons on
joining the largest and oldest CorveKe club on
the Island and most of the country. You will ﬁnd
that we have more social events than any other
car club on Long Island, and a ton of knowledge
about the CorveKe. If you have a ques<on
about your car, you will probably have it
answered quickly from mul<ple members. We
plan on puPng together a list of recommended
CorveKe mechanics in the area as well as body
shops and discounts. As a new member, you
will be assigned a sponsor that you can call and ask ques<ons about the club. If
you have not received a sponsor, please tell me or the Board of Directors to assign
you one. We want your transi<on to go smoothly and for you to get the most out
of your membership. As men<oned earlier, we have a monthly e-Courier that will
be sent to you as long as your email address is up to date, with current events as
well as ar<cles you can submit to the NewsleKer Editor. The club also has a
website www.licoa.org that you may know already and can submit anything car
related for sale and, of course, a sec<on for pictures of your car and vanity plates.
So, in closing I would just like to say this club is about its members and the
camaraderie that goes along with owning a sports car. We just happen to drive
the greatest American Sports car – the CorveKe! Have a great <me.
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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LONG ISLAND CORVETTE OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
March 2019
ATTN: Membership Chairman
PO BOX 191
EAST MEADOW, NEW YORK 11554-0191 APPLICATION NUMBER

Personal Information

SPOUSE’S NAME:
STREET ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:

ZIP:
- (+ 4)

HOME PHONE:

Cell Phone:
(Area Code)

(Number)

(Area Code)

(Number)

E-Mail Address:
(Optional) BIRTHDAY:

MAKE: Corvette

MODEL:

YEAR:

BODY STYLE:

COLOR:

Print Name of Sponsor below:

Sponsor Signature

X:

DUES

Sponsor

Vehicle Info

Occupation:
NOTE: LICOA keeps all information confidential.

Membership dues are $50.00 first year with renewals $45.00 per year.
Membership year runs February 1st to January 31st
New Members applying for membership after August 1st shall enjoy reduced
dues of $30.00. for the remainder of the year
Make checks payable to Long Island Corvette Owners Association
and remit to the address as indicated above.

Signature

L.I.C.O.A. Membership Application

MEMBER NAME:

I certify all information on this application is true and accurate.
By your payment of your annual dues you consent that all contributions you make to the
Long Island Corvette Owners Association (both intellectual and physical) now or in the
future becomes the property of L.I.C.O.A.
I understand that I may be required to undergo a period of probation for 3 months.
I hereby release Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. from any and all liability of
personal injury or damage to personal property.
Page 6
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Applicant Signature

Date
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Want to advertise in the LICOA Cor vette Courier?
Not only is our monthly club newsletter sent directly to all of our club members, it is also
available to the general public as a free download on our website at www.LICOA.org. Why not
advertise your business and services, while supporting LICOA?

LICOA CORVETTE COURIER ADVERTISING RATES
Ad Size

Approx. Dimensions (W x H)

12 months

6 months

business card

3.5 x 2 inches

$60

$40

1/4 page (wide)

7.5 x 2.5 inches

$125

$75

1/4 page (tall)

3.5 x 4.5 inches

$125

$75

1/2 page

7.5 x 5 inches

$250

$150

full page

7.5 x 10 inches

$500

$300

For more information, contact Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Indoorther

Not A Wead
Relate
Event

Attention All LICOA Members
Tech Session:
Venue: Motorcar Classics
Date: April 13
Time: 10:30 AM
Collector Car Sales And Storage
Get ready to experience the ultimate exotic
car storage facility in your own backyard.
This will be a free event for all LICOA
members. The host will supply coffee and
bagels for all. Please call Bob Guttilla or
Richie Massa for a head count.
Chair - Bob G. 631-457-0458
Co-Chair - Richie M. 631-816-3942
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

Motorcar Classics
380 Smith Street
Farmingdale, NY 11735
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LICOA Members may place free classified ads for any
Corvette vehicles or Corvette-related merchandise. Send
your ads and photos to Editor@LICOA.org.
FOR SALE: 2016 Z51 3LT: Arctic white convertible, 5200
miles, carbon fiber package. Stickered for $83,500 - asking
$56,000 (price reduction!). George, 516-639-3666 (6/19)

WANTED: Private Off-Street parking for my Corvette.
Will consider any reasonable monthly fee. Looking in
vicinity of Lynbrook, Oceanside, Rockville Centre. Prefer
garage, but private driveway or off-street parking spot ok.
Call Pete, 516-238-3799 (3/19).
FOR SALE: 2013 Grand Sport Convertible: Night Race Blue with ebony interior and top. 3 LT package,
which includes power top. Heritage Package with red painted calipers and hash marks. Lloyds mats, NPP
exhaust with Mild to Wild installed. Chrome wheels. Only 10K miles on this 6 spd manual beauty. Brand
new Michelin Pilot Sport run flat tires with less than 500 miles on them. Asking $40,000. Car located in
Western Suffolk. Call Ed, 516-273-5822 (3/19)

FOR SALE: 2015 Z51 Stingray: 2600
orig mi. Red w/red & black 3LT int.
Many performance & trim upgrades.
Asking $50k, better than new. Contact
paul@dellaquila.com or call
516-633-8653 (3/19)

FOR SALE: Corvette die-cast
collection: Selling over 180 Franklin
and Danbury mint Corvettes. Over
$20,000 invested, have boxes for
almost all of them. Will take
$7950.00 for all. Contact
Bill. Bhermanek@AOL.COM,
631-525-7110 (4/19)

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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FOR SALE: 1965 Corvette Convertible: red/black/white, all original, many factory options, including
power windows, steering, brakes, 4-speed, side exhaust, factory cast aluminum knock-off wheels, hard
top, tinted glass, and more. Runs great, passed inspection. This car is a must see! Asking $65,000. Call
Phil, 631-831-2205 (5/19)

Registration Instructions for Tobay Show
By Phil Kalmus, Chair
The Town of Oyster Bay Tobay Beach Car Show Registration is now live. The date has
been changed to Saturday, April 28, 2019. The date change was to accommodate the Long
Island Marathon
There are two (2) ways to register, specially for LICOA members:
1.
Print and fill out the Registration form, make the check out to the instructions on
the form, and hand them to either; Phil Kalmus, Rich Massa or Lloyd Rosen, or send both to
Phil Kalmus @ 340 Rose Street Massapequa park, NY 11762
2.
Register on line at the Show Site [http://www.carshowli.com/], but make a copy of
the paid registration form and give or send that to one of us as stated above. Keep another
copy of the paid form for yourself, just in case.
We would like to have all entries in hand no later than April 21, so the paid up list and
checks can be turned into the ToOB the week prior to the show.
A paid up sheet (to be left inside your windshield) will be distributed to all paid members
at the meeting place that morning.
The meeting place will be Wantagh Park (very first parking area) on the right by the kid’s
playground area, across from the mini-golf.
We will be meeting at 7:15 am and will leave the park at 7:45 am to caravan to the
beach.
See you all there!
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Clif Notes
By Clif Nagel, Contributing Editor
So it’s March. In my 35 years with the phone company, March, hands down, was and
still is my most hated month. AS the saying goes, if you don’t like the weather, just wait a few
minutes and it will change. So with all the snow we missed in December, January and
February, now arriving in early March with a vengeance, I’ve decided to bring up the age old
debate of what to do on your daily drivers with your windshield wipers when snow and ice are
predicted.
There are generally two schools of thought on this. The first idea is to keep them up,
lifted off the windshield. It keeps the wiper blades from freezing to the windshield, thus making
the wipers instantly operational (after you put them back down, of course). The downside is that
the spring in the wiper arm is left in the stretched position, which might, after extended periods,
decrease the pressure of the wiper against the windshield and the wiper’s functionality, if not
cause it to break. And it does nothing for the guy who lets it slip out of his hand on to a frozen
windshield . . . like a hammer. Oops.
The second idea is to leave them down, against the windshield. This protects the spring
in the arm, but may result in ripping the rubber blade when you scrape the windshield or try to
free the blades from their icy grip, thus reducing the wipers efficiency and risking those arcshaped scratches in your windshield.
Both of these plans have their merits, but I would propose a third option. What I do is
put one of those windshield protectors over everything, windshield and wipers. With remote
start, you can give the defroster a head start before heading outside, and then you pull the
protector off of the windshield, snow and ice included, and call it a win.
But I suppose there is a fourth plan, as well. Keep it in the garage. I can’t do this with
my daily driver because my ‘Vette is sleeping there for the winter. For those lucky enough to
have room for two cars in there, all you have to do is shovel 20 more feet of snow before work
to get it our of the garage, but the wipers are safe! Don’t fret. Spring is coming. I promise.
Z06Clif

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

Page 11

March 2019

The Corvette Courier

Please join us on Saturday,
APRIL 20, 2019 (rain or shine)
At 9:00 AM
We will be serving bagels, coffee, Easter Eggs and
Chocolate to the Veterans at the VA Medical
Center.
Donations of colored eggs and Easter Chocolate will be greatly appreciated.
Please bring to meetings, day of or call chairs.

Location: Northport VA Medical Center Bldg. 8
79 Middleville Rd. Northport, NY 11768
Chairs of the event:
George R. – 516-639-3666 Chair
Vinny C.-516-746-4919 Co-Chair
Gino A - 516-693-8597 Co-Chair

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Matrimonial & Family Law Firm
• Divorce & Separation • Custody & Visitation
• Child & Spousal Support • Complex High Net
Worth Divorce • High Conflict Divorce
• Financial Issues of Divorce • Asset & Property
Division • Mediation • Pre/Post Nuptial
Agreements • Orders of Protection/Domestic
Abuse • Divorce: Special Needs Families •
Grandparents’ Rights
FREE CONSULTATION
Call 516-773-8300 – www.lawjaw.com
Lloyd C. Rosen, Esq. MEMBER LICOA

Lloyd@lawjaw.com
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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NCM Oﬀers Monthly Chance to Win a New Corvette
Each month, the National Corvette Museum holds raffles, where the prize is a new Corvette
with Museum Delivery and a tour of the Bowling Green Assembly Plant. These raffles have
proven very popular, and are a great way for the Museum to raise money. Since the
introduction of the C7 Stingray, virtually every ticket for every limited entry raffle conducted by
the NCM has been sold. You can purchase tickets and find more information about these
raffles at the Museum’s website, at the following link: raffle.corvettemuseum.org. You may also
contact our own NCM Delegates (see page 2). Because of LICOA’s support of the NCM, each
month, we will feature one of the upcoming Corvette raffles here in the Corvette Courier. Good
luck to everyone who enters! Be sure to let us know if you or someone you know wins!

News Update
It appears from the Museum’s website that they are
now able to oﬀer purchasers located in Kansas,
Kentucky and Montana the ability to purchase raﬄe
tickets on their personal computers, mobile devices
and on-site at the National Corvette Museum and NCM
Motorsports Park. They are currently working on
adding the ability to sell tickets in other states.
We will continue to provide more information as it
becomes available.

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Road Rally
May 18, 2019

9:00 am - 2:00 pm

y
l
l
a
R
G o l d C o a st

Come join us for a fun, new
and unique driving event
for LICOA members. Bring
your Corvette, a co-pilot,
your smartphone and
sense of adventure for an
exciting time with your
LICOA friends.

Solve riddles and follow
clues leading you to each
checkpoint. Take your time,
obey traffic laws, enjoy the
drive, and collect your points at
each checkpoint. Bonus points can
be earned, but watch out for penalties!
Giveaways and prizes to participants and
winners.

Informational meeting will be scheduled in advance of event for
more details. See LICOA.org website and our Facebook page for
updates.

Entrance fee: $20 per car
Pre-registration is recommended to guarantee your spot in this
event, but not required.
Mail to: LICOA, PO Box 191, East Meadow, New York 11554-0191
Or send email to editor@LICOA.org.
Mail to: LICOA, PO Box 191, East Meadow, New York 11554-0191
Registration (all information required):
Driver name: ______________________________________

Co-pilot name: _____________________

Phone number: ____________________________________

Email address: ______________________

Check one:___ Payment enclosed, ____________ Check Number
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

___ I will pay day of event
LICOA 2019
Page 15

March 2019

The Corvette Courier

Boom!
By Clif Nagel (inspired by Jim Record)
As I was scrolling through my emails, I recently came across one from a Nigerian Prince
notifying me we might be related and that I have inherited a vast sum of money. So before I
leave you to collect my fortune, I thought I might share with you another email that I received
from fellow LICOA member, Jim Record, which has to do with a danger that we may or may not
know about. A study was done by the Shell Oil Company called "Pumping Gas and Cell
Phones". What it says in a nutshell is . . . don’t combine them.
According to the email, the Shell Oil Company recently issued a warning after three
incidents in which mobile phones ignited gasoline fumes during fueling operations. In the first
case, the phone was placed on the trunk while the driver was fueling the car. The phone rang
and the ensuing flame destroyed the car and the pump. In the second instance, a person
suffered severe burns to the face when they answered the phone while fueling their car. And in
the third, a person suffered burns to the thigh and groin area [ouch! - Ed.] when the phone rang
in their pocket while they were refueling.
Here are four rules to observe for safe refueling:
1. Turn off your engine
2. Don’t smoke
3. Don’t use your cell phone – leave it inside the car or turn it off
4. Don’t re-enter your vehicle during fueling
However, this internet story, like many others is false. You
can’t always trust what you read on the internet. Shell Oil
never conducted any such study, and there are no reported
incidents as described. However, there is a real danger of
unintentional fires during a fuel stop due to static electricity.
Out of 150 cases of fuel pump fires, almost all of
them involved women getting back into the car while fueling
was going on while the nozzle was still pumping. Sliding in
and out of the car can cause a build-up of static electricity.
When you exit the car and grab the pump nozzle a static
spark can ignite the fumes around the fuel filler port of the
car. This hazard is why most gas stations in New York have
There might be some touch-up paint in the
the handle lock disabled on the pump, requiring you to hold
glove box
the pump handle while filling.
Statistically, women are more likely to get in the car
while refueling, either because of the weather, to grab something out of their purse, or to simply
sit comfortably while waiting for the fuel to fill. Men are less likely to get back in the vehicle as
they tend to remain at the pump until they are finished refueling.
While the Shell Oil study appears to be fictional, the danger of fires at the pump is not.
The four rules stated above make good sense anyway. Gas station pump fires typically cause
extensive damage to the vehicle and the station, not to mention the person involved. We can
replace burned cars and boats, but burns to a person is an expense we don’t need. If you must
get back into your car, make sure when you get out that you close the door and ground yourself
to discharge the static electricity before you touch the nozzle by touching the metal exterior of
the car (Corvette owners will need to find metal elsewhere).
This is important advice to share with your loved ones, especially those with children
strapped in their car seats, as you might not be able to get them out.
So now I’m off to order a boat and a new ZR1 because, as it turns out, I’m Nigerian
Royalty. The email said so. Why would they lie?

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Judging Tech Session 2019
Saturday April 6th, 2019 Starting at 9 AM
Venue: Teachers Federal Credit Union, 102 Motor Parkway Hauppauge, NY 11788

This Judging session will provide a refresher on the LICOA
judging rule changes and procedures. All members wishing
to judge for the 2019 show season, please plan to attend
Teachers Federal Credit Union will be hosting and LICOA
Senior Judges Rick E. and Gene D. along with the Senior
Judging staff will be presenting.
We will have several Corvettes to practice on with the
judging standards that have made LICOA shows so popular!
Coffee and other snacks will be served starting at 8:30 AM
Please let us know if you are coming by April 4, 2019
Rick E – 516-578-8694 mobile
Gene D – 917-282-4208 mobile
Robert Allen- TFCU Host
Robert (Bob) Spin-Speaker
jetjockbob@yahoo.com

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Calendar of Events for 2019
All events subject to change
Date (R/D)

Show / Event

Location

Chairs/Co-Chairs

2/10

Valentine’s Brunch

Black Forest Brew Haus

Massa R., Massa J., Yakkey J., Yakkey B.

4/6

LICOA Judging Tech Session

TFCU Hauppauge

Doyle, Erdody, Allen, Spinicchia

4/13

LICOA Tech Session

Motorcar Classics, Farmingdale

Massa, Guttilla

4/28

Tobay Classic Car Show

Tobay Beach

Kalmus, Massa, Rosen

5/18

LICOA Gold Coast Rally

Closely Guarded Secret (for now)

Rosen, Donato

5/27

Bellmore Memorial Parade

Bellmore

Rosen, Kalmus, Fazio, Srica

TBA-June

Summer Judged Show

Atlantic Chevrolet, Bay Shore

Magalik
Massa, Albanese, Guttilla

6/2

Centurion Cruisers Car Show

St. Anthony’s HS

6/8

Bristal Display

Bristal Residences, East Meadow

6/15

Cruise to the North Fork

Riverhead

Von Urff, LaSalla, Stewart

6/29

Barrett-Jackson Bus Trip

Mohegan Sun, CT

Massa, Guttilla

7/6

Fishing Trip

Captree Boat Basin, Babylon

Reich, Albanese

7/11

Flynn’s Boat Trip Dinner

Flynn’s, Fire Island

Stichweh, DiBlasi

7/21 (7/28)

TFCU All-Car Show

TFCU, Hauppauge

Doyle, Allen

TBA-July or Aug LICOA Weekend Getaway

TBA

Atchison J., Atichison P.

8/4

LICOA Annual Picnic

Syosset-Woodbury Park

Doyle, Zorn, Srica, Albanese

Aug 22-25

Corvettes at Carlisle

Carlisle, PA

Albanese's, Biancaniello, Thomas’s, Donato

9/7

60th Anniversary Luncheon

Capt. Bill’s, Bay Shore

60th Committee

9/8 (9/15)

Malba Car Display

Malba, Queens

Biancaniello, Fazio

TBA-Sept.

Atlantic Fall Show

Atlantic Chevrolet

TBA-Sept.

VA Car Display/Show

Northport VA Hospital

Erdody, Massa, Albanese's, Yakkey's, Reich

TBA-Oct.

Vettes & Jets

American Airpower Museum

Rosen, Kalmus, Srica, Spinicchia

TBA-Oct.

Huntington Fall Show

Huntington Chevrolet

TBA-Dec.

VA Bagel/Holiday Gifts Run

Northport VA Hospital

Capasso, Erdody, Reich, Albanese

12/7

60th LICOA Awards Banquet

Verdi’s of Westbury

Massa's, Yakkey's, Albanese's

Green Events - Completed

CO-CHAIRS AND EVENT HELPERS NEEDED! CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER
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The C7 Magnetic Ride Upgrade
By Rick Erdody
The 7th Generation Corvette (C7) continued with an available computerized suspension
option known as Magnetic Ride. This feature was first offered in the 6th Generation (C6) family
and has been improved with faster reaction times with the way the suspension adjusts to road
conditions.
Initially in the C7 generation, the magnetic ride was only available when the Z51
package was purchased. For the 2016 model year, GM eliminated the Z51 requirement and the
Magnetic Ride Suspension become available on all trim levels. It is standard on the Grand
Sport, Z06 and ZR-1.
For those owners of a 2014 thru 2018 C7 equipped with the Magnetic Ride Suspension
option, technically known as a magnetorheological damper system, there is adjustable ride and
handling options that are controlled via individual wheel and steering inputs. They include –
Tour, Sport, Track, and Weather, each with its own parameters of ride and performance feel.
I had this on my 2015 Z51 C7 and again with my 2018 Grand Sport. For 2019, GM has
incorporated additional refinements into the system software touted as improving and smoothing
the Corvette’s ride and handling characteristics. GM also made the software upgrade available
for purchase for 2014-2018 GM cars equipped with the magnetorheological damper system.
I am particularly concerned with the condition of our roads in the metro area. The large number
of potholes and road defects can wreak havoc on a sports car. I have already had to replace
one wheel due to a pothole hit!
With this in mind, I decided to purchase the upgrade for my 2018 Grand Sport. Going to
Chevrolet of Huntington and letting Master Tech Eric perform the task was a pleasure. The cost
is $350.00 plus sales tax. The price is set by GM, not by the dealership.
After letting the car sit untouched for the mandatory 8 hour calibration period after the
software update, I began my drive home. Immediately, I felt the difference in touring mode
which is the most friendly drive mode. The roads were smoothed out and the steering feel
improved. When I put the car into Sport Mode, the ride was noticeably better than it had been
before.
I highly recommend this upgrade, as it one that you will definitely notice and appreciate!

Tony
Joseph
Jim
Michael
Harvey T.
Richard
Nick
Brad
Lloyd

Cardiello
Esposito
Brosnan
Blanc
Gluck
Ford
DeMarco
Borax
Rosen

16-Mar
16-Mar
17-Mar
18-Mar
18-Mar
20-Mar
21-Mar
23-Mar
24-Mar

Barry
Janet
Cora
Luddy
Raymond
Joseph
Jeri
Richard
Walter
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Weill
Berruti
Pandy
Chirco
Klett
Riccobono
Clark
Goehring
Breslin

24-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
27-Mar
28-Mar
28-Mar
29-Mar
29-Mar
30-Mar

Douglas
Joseph
Chris
Bill
Richard
Neal
Tony
Vinnie
Neil

Tons
Giaimo
Cafiero
Rueck
Catapano
Cutrone
Farish
Bruno
Tenen

2-Apr
3-Apr
3-Apr
3-Apr
4-Apr
4-Apr
9-Apr
9-Apr
12-Apr
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NEW DATE:
Sunday April 28, 2019
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My First Tools
By Tom Donato
It was 1975 and I had to run a gas line on my 1955 Chevy Nomad. Until I got my first job
in a gas station as a mechanic’s helper, my tools were limited to a hammer, a couple of
wrenches, pliers, screwdrivers and a hacksaw. A long time buddy of mine, Skip’s younger
brother Ray, built more sh#t with me than you can image, using only the hand tools I just
mentioned. And believe me, I do mean sh#t. I worked flipping burgers and Ray worked in Dairy
Barn, so needless to say neither one of us had much money after buying beers for the
weekend. To keep our cars running, we had to get creative. We recycled long before recycling
was the vogue thing to do. We were friendly with a couple of scrap haulers in Oceanside who
would let us scavenge parts from the cars they were about to shred as scrap metal.
So back to running the gas line on the Nomad. We
were able to source out a length of 3/8th gas line from a
junk car and bring it home for the transplant. We quickly
realized that bending the tubing back and forth until it
snapped off wouldn’t work – it left a sharp flat edge on the
tubing, and even after tapping it with the hammer in an
attempt to straighten it out, it was destroyed. So, our next
option was the hacksaw, this seemed to work pretty well,
minimally distorting the tubing. Connections back then
were always made with rubber hose. We didn’t have
compression fittings or a flaring tool. We quickly learned,
however, that rubber hose didn’t work for brake line, so
we broke down and bought compression fittings out of
necessity. I know it was still wrong, but we did what we
had to do to keep the cars running (a story for another
article). Once the line was on the car we were up and
running again. We decided to take a ride to New Hyde
Park to visit Skip at work. We got to about Franklin
An “Imp” Mini-Tube Cutter
Square when the car ignited into flames. Luckily we were
right by a gas station that gave us a fire extinguisher to
put it out before there was much damage. Being as resourceful as we were, we cut the hose,
slipped it back over the tubing and finished our trip.
The obvious moral of the story: use the right tool for the right job. The reason the hose
ruptured was, yes, even though the tubing wasn’t distorted, the hacksaw left a jagged edge on
the tubing that eventually cut through the hose, leaked on the intake manifold and caught on
fire. We quickly learned that a tubing cutter, probably costing $3.00 back then, was the right tool
for the job. A tubing cutter cuts in such a way leaving a rounded edge on the surface of the line
with no sharp edges.
The first one I got was a plumber’s cutter, about 5 or 6 inches long which proved to be
quite large when working on cars. While cutting a piece of tubing on the bench was fine, it
proved to be to big for cutting a line that was still mounted on the car. Once I started working in
a shop I quickly learned about a tubing cutter called an Imp (short for “Imperial”, named for the
company “Imperial Tools”). The overall length of this cutter was about a 1½” long by ½” wide.
So now I used the large cutter when I had to cut a line on the bench, and the little one when I
needed to cut a line on a car. I functioned this way for years, plumbing line that did rupture for
the life of the union, which is until the hose dry rotted. Recently, I was watching one of the car
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related show on cable TV and came across a new type of tubing cutter. It is a mix between an
Imp and a ratchet. It works the same way as a typical tubing cutter by placing the tool over the
line, adjusting the cutting wheel as you spin it around the tube tightening the thumb knob until
the tubing is cut. This ratchet tubing cutter
provides leverage making it easier to spin and
provide ease of use when working in a tight
spot. Just put the tool on, adjust it, and spin it
using the handle, adjusting the thumb knob until
you cut through. What a pleasure!
Not only do tools evolve, becoming more
refined and cheaper to purchase due to mass
manufacturing, your knowledge as a hobbyist
does too, with every job you tackle. Like I’ve
said in past articles, there is nothing like
finishing a project, no matter how big or small,
cracking open a beer or your beverage of
choice and admiring all your hard work. The
only thing better is when your buddies (guys or
A Ratchet Tube Cutter
gals) sees what you’ve accomplished and says
how cool it is or how can they do it. As Oscar
Wilde once said, “imitation is the sincerest form
of flattery” [Charles Caleb Colton said it first, actually - Ed.]. So go create something that
somebody wants to imitate!

Membership Report
By Jesse Atchison, Membership Chair
As our club continues to grow, I would like to thank all members who have renewed their
LICOA membership. We encourage all members who have not renewed, so please do so at
your earliest convenience. A very warm welcome to our new members, we look forward to
sharing the LICOA experience with you.
We are expecting a spectacular year filled with activities and events. This can only be
possible with continued support from our membership.

YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
Contact Lloyd at
EDITOR@LICOA.ORG

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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SATURDAY
June 29th

Meet at Milleridge Inn rear parking lot at
7:00 AM. Bus Departs at 7:30 Sharp!

This is one great auction as seen on television
Be part of the action!
The general cost of $70.00 includes the bus trip with snacks and refreshments to and from
Mohegan Sun, with a $15.00 all you can eat food voucher for lunch, $10.00 spin the wheel
voucher with gambling at 4 casinos. Departs Mohegan Sun at 5:30 pm for Long Island.
Monies due no later than May 1, 2019. After that date if we have room we will open tickets
sales to everyone. Checks payable to LICOA, send to: 106 Sharon Lane, Greenlawn, NY 11740
Chair: Bob G. 631-457-0458 • Co-Chair: Rich M. 631-816-3942
Mail to: LICOA-Mohegan Sun trip, 106 Sharon Lane , Greenlawn, NY 11740

Name_________________________________________________Number of attendees ______________
Contact Number _______________________________________________________________________
Check Number__________Amount Paid __________________Email:_____________________________
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Membership Minutes - Wednesday March 6, 2019
Bellmore Public Library – 2288 Bedford Avenue, Bellmore, NY
Board members present: Ed Stichweh, Tom Donato, John DiBlasi, Dan Rodriguez, Gene Doyle
Alt. Board member present: Bob Spinicchia
The meeting was opened at 7:10 PM by president Ed Stichweh.
REPORTS FROM THE BOARD
President: Ed said the storage locker company has remodeled their facility and locks have been
changed; we have acquired permits for the August picnic and Carlisle. The May 1st general meeting will
be held at TFCU in Hauppauge LI. The 60th anniversary brick artwork was sent to the NCM approved.
Vice President: Tom reported that he has set up LICOA on Facebook and gave a demonstration of the
site.
Treasurer: John DiBlasi provided a detailed financial report showing where the club is compared to other
years and explaining where those differences are and what actions the board has taken to control costs
for 2019. The board passed a motion to limit donations this year and no donations to be given out until
September. Balance of report given.
Secretary: Gene asked the members when signing in to please print their name clearly so it can be read
and credit given for attending the meeting. The board will be reviewing the clubs By-Laws and any
member who would like a section of the By-Laws to be reviewed should email the secretary or hand in a
written suggestion at a general meeting.
Governor: Dan reported on some of the results of the survey; one area was members would like to share
the emails of other members for better communication. The Board will be reviewing the entire survey.
REPORTS OF APPOINTED POSITIONS
Internet: Ed Stichweh the website will be freshened up for next month
Membership: Jesse Atchision we have 253 paid members and he has started making calls to those
members who have not renewed so far.
Newsletter: Lloyd Rosen Newsletter is going great and he would like to thank some members for their
contribution in submitting articles in 2018: Mark Tulley, Mike Fazio, Clif Nagel, Pete Slavska, Larry
Szybkowski, Vinny Sgroi, David Addiss, John & JoAnn Giardina, Cora Pandy, Randy Broger, Doug Tons
and Joe McCormick and invited other members to contribute as well.
Senior Judge: Rick Erdody Judging Tech session April 6th, 2019 at 9 AM at the TFCU in Hauppauge LI,
also show rules are being updated by Rick Erdody, Tom Donato and Gene Doyle and will be reviewed at
the tech session.
Qualifying Judges: Bob Spinicchia nothing to report.
Merchandise: Tom & Karen Benson not present. Ed reported that there is not much left in inventory and
we will need to review and decide what to order.
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Good and Welfare: Bob Spinicchia. It was reported that Frank Sarli was recuperating. We all wish him
well.
Equipment Manager/Trailer: Barry Armato. The trailer is in Huntington under lock and key. A couple of
members have donated items to the club to be used at LICOA shows: John DiBlasi battery charger, Dan
Rodriguez Fire Extinguisher and we will be adding a first aid kit.
Club Historian: Bob Pandy no history to report.
EMRA: Ed Bradley no report.
VA Liaison: Vinny Capasso, George Reich. There was a virus going around at the VA so the the March
date was cancelled will try for April.
NCM: Ed Hollie, Jim Record. Jim reported that the museum will be canceling raffles for Corvettes
because they found out that it is illegal in many states. Mike Fazio reported for Ed Hollie that the Caravan
for this year to Bowling Green is pretty well sold out. Anyone wishing to go should go the The Caravan
website www.Corvettecaravan.com to check on availability.
OLD BUSINESS
- Don’t forget to put your Ad, PIC into the 60th anniversary journal.
- Please don’t forget to renew your membership.
- Carlisle tent, chairs tables have been paid for this year and in the same location.
NEW BUSINESS
- Valentine Brunch a pair of glasses was found after the brunch was over if you lost a pair of glasses let
Rich Massa know.
- Sergio is working on two things at the new bagel location on Saturday mornings; one is called Cars and
Coffee, the other News Stand Deli Show. As these items develop Sergio will make additional reports.
- Road Rally event proposed by Lloyd Rosen. Lloyd presented a very detailed report on a road rally that
he has designed and will be something new and exciting for the club. The entry fee will be $20.00 and will
be held on April 27th, 2019. Lloyd pointed out that this is not a speed event in fact you will be penalized for
speeding or completing the event faster than you should have. Sign up information will follow.

Long Island Corvette Owners Association on Facebook
(click to go to our Facebook page)

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

Page 25

March 2019
Long Island Corvette Owners Association,
Inc.
PO Box 191
East Meadow, N.Y. 11554

The Corvette Courier

Celebrating our 60th Anniversary (1959-2019)
Be a part of our 60th Collectors Journal
Souvenir Journal Advertising Rates
Outside back Cover Page in color.................................................................................................................$250
other possible combinations 1/2pg $150., 1/4pg $100.
Inside Back Cover Page in color...................................................................................................................$200
other possible combinations 1/2pg $120., 1/4pg $75.
Inside Front Cover Page ...................................................same as Inside Back Cover.
Full Page.......................................................................................................................................................$125
Half Page........................................................................................................................................................$65
Quarter Page...................................................................................................................................................$40
Eighth Page - Business Card..........................................................................................................................$25
Eighth Page Photo - jpg or gif format blk/wht...............................................................................................$25
Booster with Name........................................................................................................................................$15
Purchase Description______________________________________Amount Enclosed_________________
Please Make Check / Money Order payable to:
Inquiries: treasurer@licoa.org

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
PO Box 191
East Meadow, N.Y. 11554

Please attach message and file format or email to: treasurer@licoa.org
All Advertising Contracts must be in by July 31st 2019
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:___________________________________________________________________________

Anniversary

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

Since 1959 dedicated to the enjoyment of the Classic American sport car.
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