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One ... and Done
by Lloyd Rosen, Editor-in-Chief

In the history of automobiles, there have been some nameplates that withstood the test
of time. Brands such as Mercedes-Benz, Chevrolet, Cadillac, Dodge and Fiat have all been
around for more than 100 years. Similarly, some car models have also been around for
decades; the Chevrolet Suburban, Ford F-series, Porsche 911, Toyota Corolla and the
Mercedes SL have all been around for more than 50 years. For those keeping score, the
Corvette has been around for more than 67 years now (as if you didn’t know). But there have
also been some automotive brands and models that weren’t so lucky, having given up the
ghost in fairly short order — in some cases in the prime of their lives.

The Tucker Corporation was one such motor vehicle company, as was its only
production model, the 1948 Tucker Sedan. Conceived by Preston
Tucker, widely considered to be the P.T. Barnum of his time, the
Tucker company and its namesake sedan was an attempt by the
“little guy” to take on the Big Three of Detroit (Ford, GM and
Chrysler) by producing a new type of vehicle, with an aerodynamic
design, and safety and performance features never before seen on
a mass-produced vehicle. Tucker built only 50 examples of his
namesake vehicle before the Tucker company was defeated by
politicians and federal regulations. Of the 50 original examples, 48
Tucker Sedans are still in existence, privately owned or in
museums. Vin #43 was sold at Barrett-Jackson for $2.9 million in
January, 2012, the highest price paid for a Tucker Sedan to date.

But there were other, not so successful cars which didn’t
last beyond the first generation. If you were a teenager in the
1980’s and you loved exotic cars, you probably are familiar with two
large wall posters of the time; a red Ferrari GTO and a white
Lamborghini Countach. Some thought that the Lambo was the
most extreme vehicle out there. But there was another. One that
put the Countach to shame when it came to exotic styling and ultra
high performance. The Vector W8 Twin Turbo is without doubt, and
to this day, probably the most exotic production car ever produced
(and it was American made!) Between 1989 and 1993, Vector
Aeromotive Corporation in Los Angeles, California built the most
extreme production car ever imagined: 6.0 liter twin-turbo V8, 625
hp, 0-60 mph in 3.9 seconds, top speed of 242 mph, mid-engine,
rear wheel drive, carbon fiber and Kevlar body panels on an

Lloyd with his 2011 Grand Sport
Convertible
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aluminum honeycomb monocoque platform,
and a sale price of $450,000. And this was
the late 1980’s! Talk about being ahead of
the times. After five short years of
production, only 17 examples were delivered
to customers. The Vector was yet another
short-lived “one hit wonder” of the
automotive world.

A more recent example which
disappeared after only one model
generation, the Pontiac G8 was an
unfortunate casualty of the GM bankruptcy

of the Obama era. Starting with the platform Vector W2 Twin Turbo

of the rear-wheel drive Holden Commodore Photo credit: Road & Track, April 1991
(from GM’s Australia division), this V8-

powered car was transformed into a sporty

sedan sold under the Pontiac nameplate from 2008-2009. Available with the optional LS3
engine from the C6 Corvette detuned to 415 hp, the G8 was Pontiac’s attempt to offer muscle
car power and performance in a large family sedan. Poor sales and the death of the Pontiac
brand caused the Pontiac G8 to disappear almost as quickly as it appeared.

There are countless other examples of automotive brands and models which were killed
off far too soon in their life cycle (Chevrolet SS Sedan, Cadillac CT6 Blackwing, Honda S2000,
for example). But what, you may be wondering, does any of this have to do with the Corvette?
After all, the Corvette has been around for nearly seven decades. We’re not talking about a
short-lived model here. Ahh, but there is a point to my little history lesson.

As you all know, 2020 marked the introduction of
the mid-engine Corvette, the C8. After decades of
talking, debating, experimenting, designing and planning,
the General finally converted the Corvette into a mid-
engine sports car. However, | am here to say that it is
very possible, if not likely, that when it comes to a mid-
engine platform for the Corvette, the C8 may very well be
a “one and done”, soon to become history, never to be
repeated. The Corvette brand will likely be around for
many years to come, but the C9 is not very likely to be a
mid-engine platform. In fact, the ninth generation of the
Corvette may very well be a “no engine” platform.

— If you have been following automotive news at all,
Pontiac G8 you are aware that the industry is very focused on
transitioning from gasoline to electricity as its primary
power source. GM has made no secret of its plans to electrify its product lines, across all of
the GM brands.

In August, 2020, GM moved many of its engineers from the Corvette engine program to
its electric vehicle group. Shifting such resources from engine development to an electric
powertrain program is a significant move. As stated by a GM executive, General Motors is
committed to an all-electric future. Cadillac is aiming to go mostly electric by 2030, less than
two product cycles from now. We’ve all heard the rumors of an electric hybrid Corvette, with a
gasoline engine powering the rear wheels and an electric motor powering the front wheels.
How likely is it that the next generation of Corvette dispenses entirely with the gasoline motor
and instead employs battery packs and electric motors powering all four wheels? It seems
highly likely, if not guaranteed, especially in light of the recently announced Hummer EV
vehicle. If GM can make an electric truck with 1,000 hp, a 350-mile range and 0-60 mph times
of 3.0 seconds, imagine what it could do with a two seat sports car platform like the Corvette.
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President’s Message
By Ed Stichweh

As we wind down 2020 with the holidays fast approaching, we are looking forward to a
brighter 2021 for the LICOA events list for next year. The resurgence of the COVID pandemic
happening as | write this article, and our collective hope for a vaccine on the horizon, may
make 2021 a very challenging year for planning events. The BOD will address events as
gathering numbers free up, and try to keep club members engaged
as we can, following the CDC guidelines.

Please consider donating to Toys for Tots. There is a flyer
within this Courier for a drop off point. Donations can be monetary or
unwrapped new toys. We will also donate to the VA Hospital in
Northport. VA Chairs George Reich and Vinnie Capasso already have
a purse for the VA. If you would like to make an additional donation,
please contact them (see Courier directory for their contact info).
Because of the pandemic, we cannot visit the patients as we did for
past holiday donations — instead donations will be dropped off. A
possible drive-by event with the Corvettes might be arranged, so
keep your eyes out for an email blast.

| would like to congratulate the 10 winners of this year’s
$25.00 holiday gift card drawing during November’s general Zoom
gathering: Ed Hatten, Mike Steel, Al Verlizzo, Tom Santamaria, Tony
Cardiello, Nick Fiorelle, Chuck Wrigley, Frank Lipinski, John Vogt and
Merrill Zorn. Anniversary pins will be mailed to recipients who have
accrued time in the club. Keep an eye on your mail box if you’re
expecting a pin.

The Board of Directors and | would like to wish you a Safe and
Happy Thanksgiving! We’ll see you soon.

WE'VE BEEN

LICOA has again been nominated as one of

Long Island's Best Collectible Car Clubs for
2021. Please show the support of your club,
and VOTE for LICOA to win the top spot as

ETHPAGE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 7 Best of Long Island! You can vote once every
B BESTOFLONGISLAND.COM — day, between now and December 15. Go to the

website and vote for LICOA under the

: : category of Automotive: Long Island
Beth page 3 BEST OF L.l 202] Collectible Car Club. You can click on this link:
Best of Long Island. Be sure to scroll down to
“Long Island Collectible Car Club" and choose
to vote for "LICOA (Long Island Corvette
Owners Association). You will need to enter an
email address each time you vote. With your
help, we can show Long Island that LICOA is
Long Island's Best Car Club!
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Want to advertise in the LICOA Corvette Courier?

Not only is our monthly club newsletter sent directly to all of our club members, it is also
available to the general public as a free download on our website at www.LICOA.org. Why not
advertise your business and services, while supporting LICOA?

LICOA CORVETTE COURIER ADVERTISING RATES

Ad Size Approx. Dimensions (W x H) 12 months 6 months
business card 3.5 x 2 inches $60 $40
1/4 page (wide) 7.5 x 2.5 inches $125 $75
1/4 page (tall) 3.5 x 4.5 inches $125 $75
1/2 page 7.5 x 5 inches $250 $150
full page 7.5 x 10 inches $500 $300

For more information, contact Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.

AUTOOQUIR SALES INC.

AUTOMOTIVE LIFT SPECIALISTS

DO YOU SPEND ALL YOUR TIME IN THE
GARAGE WORKING ON YOUR CAR?

Then you need to call AUTOQUIP we carry a full line of
commercial & residential lifts 2 post, 4 post low rise,
portabie and full rise lifts if it rolls we can lift it!

SALES SERVICE AND INSTALLATION

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR:
MOHAWK & BACK YARD BUDDY
WE CAN INSTALL AND SERVICE ALL BRANDS OF LIFTS

AUTOQUIP SALES, INC.
290 WILLIS AVE., MINEOLA, NY 11501
TEL (516) 248-1277 » FAX (516) 877-9528
WEB SITE: AUTOQUIPSALES.COM « EMAIL: AUTQIPSALE@QAOL.COM
MARK TULLEY & LOU COCCARO
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Clif Notes
By Clif Nagel, Contributing Editor

So here’s the deal; I’'m a guy that was dragged kicking and screaming into the 21st
century. | liked my flip phone. | like to drive my own car and I’d rather speak to someone than
send them a text. My latest angst comes from my daily driver. I’'ve already avoided an
accident with a landscaping truck and rear ended some little girl on the L.I.E. (no injuries,
thankfully). | just can’t seem to get my car to cooperate.

October is usually the East End’s worst month of the year traffic-wise, between
pumpkin pickers and significant sun glare after 3 pm which will blind you if driving west. In
addition to that, | have found that my car, which is equipped with "lane departure assist”, is
losing its mind and in turn making me lose what little | have left of my own. | always have this
turned on (because | paid for it) and it does help keep me straight in the lane, making me
realize what a poor job | was actually doing staying in my own lane before.

This feature uses a camera located on the top of the windshield just behind the rearview
mirror to read the lane markers, and alerts the driver of a departure from the center of the lane.
Venture too far over in either direction, and the car will warn you. Ignore the warning, and the
car will nudge the wheel to correct your forward travel, which will scare the snot out of you.

The problem | have occurs in the early evening while traveling west on the L.I.E. -
remember the sun glare | mentioned earlier? The road repair crews use a tar mixture to fill the
cracks in the road, and when it spreads out it becomes flat and shiny, and guess what? The
car sees the long lines reflecting the sun’s glare, and interprets them as lane markers, causing
the car to dart back and forth like a squirrel crossing the road, until the repair line comes to an
end and the camera can see again. Does your head hurt? Mine does. Guess I'll just have to
turn off the lane departure assist before it kills me.

Keep the rubber down and outta da weeds.....be safe

Z06Clif

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

NOVEMBER DECEMBER PLEASE NOTE:We make

every effort to include all
11/17 - Paula Atchison 12/05 - Dean Lykos Member birthdays, and

11/20 - Steven Zindman 12/12 - Eddie Craig apologize 13 yours was
11/23 - Alfred Verlizzo 12/12 - Rich Magalik missed. Please be sure to

11/25 - Clifford Cloudt 12/13 - Joseph McCormick provide your birthday on
11/25 - Gordon Mulch your Membership renewal
11/26 - Steve Schmitt form. Send an email to
. . i - i
11/28 - Lonia Martin membership@LICOA.org if

you have any concerns.
11/30 - Manny Nash
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Name That Long Island Town
by Lloyd Rosen

There are two things all LICOA members have in common; a passion for Corvettes and
a connection to Long Island. Many LICOA members, myself included, have called Long Island
their home for their entire lives (at least to date, anyway).

There are many things we love about Long Island (the beaches, the parks, the wineries,
Jones Beach Theater, the bagels and the pizza), and many things we have grown to tolerate
(endless traffic, the Long Island Medium, high property taxes, and the “Lawn-Guyland” accent).

One thing in particular that | appreciate is the many towns and villages that give Long
Island a small town vibe while still offering all the luxuries and conveniences of a major
surburban area.

Below are clues to the names of some of our small towns and villages (some are very
tricky!) See how many you can figure out. Send me your best guesses no later than November
30. All Member entries with the highest number of correct answers will be entered in a random
drawing for a $50 gift card for the National Corvette Museum Store! Send your completed
entries (be sure to include your name and contact information) to me at Editor@LICOA.org, or
by mail to “Name That Town”, % LICOA, P.O. Box 191, East Meadow, NY 11554-0191.

(Example) Tree Shifter Cedarhurst

A Farmer’s Dream
Lengthy Shore
Monarch’s Dot

Wine President
Additional Wealth
Droopy Port

Gummy Sand

Old Lamb Village
Hairless Victory

10. Ordinary Scene

11. Sunset Fruit

12. Ocean Car

13. Smart Liquids

14. Rocky Stream

15. Taxless Harbor

16. Buck’s Playground

17. A Chilled Mouth

18. Ben’s Geometric Figure
19. A Small Spanish Greeting
20. Sunrise Field

©CONoOO AWM~
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Everyone should have basic estate planning documents in place. This is even more the
case if you are going through a life transition, including a separation, divorce, a new
relationship or second marriage, or the birth of a child or grandchild. Contact LICOA Member
Lloyd Rosen today about a Basic Estate Planning Protection Package.

Our basic package includes:

e Simple Last Will and Testament with Guardianship for Minor Children
e Living Will
e Health Care Proxy

The Package Price for all three documents is as low as 51500 per couple. We can
prepare the documents for signature and arrange for witnesses in less than a week in most
cases. It is the easiest and most cost effective way to provide for your loved ones, and get
peace of mind for yourself.

For every paid package for a LICOA member or referral through LICOA, $150 will be
donated directly to LICOA.

Email Lloyd Rosen (Lloyd@Ilawjaw.com) or call 516-773-8300 to get started with a free

consultation. Phone or video consultations are available. If you have questions about
prenups, postnups, or changing beneficiaries, let us know.

WISSELMAN, HAROUNIAN & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
= PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY'S FUTURE =




OIS\ E T 7T &
OWNERS SCHOOL

Receive a Complimentary Stay when

- you attend a school in 2020!"

*Offer begins Aug, 13, 2020, and is valid through Dec. 31, 2020, First
retail purchasers of a new and unused C7 and 2020 C8 Corvette model
within their first quarter of ownership are eligible. Non-owners who
attend will receive a 2-night stay. This offer is not valid for owners of a
2021 C8 Corvette model, or Level 1 and Level 2 courses. Accommodations
are based on availability. If onsite accommodations are not available,
alternate accommodations will be provided.

Last Call for C7 Owners!

The C7 Corvette Owners School program ends this year.

Book now and take advantage of this exclusive offer before
it’s too late!

RPON F=ELLOWS

PERFORMANTCE DRIV ING S CHDOOL

o
| 4
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Membership Report
by Jesse Atchison and George Reich, Membership Chairs

To say that 2020 has been the most challenging year in our lifetime is an understatement.
LICOA and its 305 members has remained strong throughout this pandemic by initiating and
participating in numerous car club events, healthcare hero salutes and meeting at the LIE rest
area. Although our last general meeting at the Bellmore Library was held in February, our
Board of Directors and alternates were able to devise ways to keep our membership involved
and updated through monthly Zoom meetings, to which all Members are invited. Of course,
the LICOA Courier has continued to inform and entertain our Members.

Throughout the year, we have personally contacted over 100 members by telephone to
say hello and check on the Members and their families.

We would like to remind the Membership that there will be no dues to renew your Membership
for 2021, due to the pandemic.

Please feel free to contact us by email anytime if you have any concerns or questions regarding
your membership.

Jesse Atchison George Reich
jesse.atchison@gmail.com eyespyforu@aol.com
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NCM Ofters Monthly Chance to Win a New Corvette

Each month, the National Corvette Museum holds raffles, where the prize is a new Corvette
with Museum Delivery and a tour of the Bowling Green Assembly Plant. These raffles have
proven very popular, and are a great way for the Museum to raise money. You must purchase
the tickets by mail, or in person at the Museum. For more information about current raffles,
and to download and print the mail order form, click the following link:
raffle.corvettemuseum.org. You may also contact our own NCM Delegate (see page 2).
Because of LICOA’s support of the NCM, each month, we will feature one of the upcoming
Corvette raffles here in the Corvette Courier. Good luck to everyone who enters! Be sure to let
us know if you or someone you know wins!

2021 Arctic White Corvette Convertible
Thursday, December 3, 2020 at 2 pm CT

® 6.2 Liter V8 High-Output 495 Horsepower Engine

® 751 Performance Package including Z51 Brembo Antilock Brakes,
Z51 Rear Spoiler, Electronic Limited-Slip Differential, Michelin Pilot
Sport 4S High Performance Run-Flat Summer-Only Tires and Heavy
Duty Cooling System

® 751 Performance Suspension with Magnetic Selective Ride Control

® 8-speed Dual Clutch Transmission includes Manual and
Auto Modes

® Performance Exhaust with Aggressive
Exhaust Sound

® 5-Open Spoke Carbon Flash-Painted '.
Aluminum Wheels with Machined Edge % <

® Bright Red-Painted Calipers L P
® 2LT Equipment Group with Adrenaline Red '
Leather Interior including GT2 Bucket Seats,
Bose Audio Performance Series Sound
System, Performance Data and Video
Recorder, Universal Home Remote
® Front Lift Adjustable Height with Memory
® Carbon Fiber Interior Trim Package with Cluster-
Surround and Console/Door Switch Plates
® Carbon Flash-Painted Nacelles and Convertible Roof NCM has developed a NEW raffle
® Carbon Flash Exterior Side Vents and Front/Rear entry form that encrypts your
Accents credit card information,
® Carbon Flash Exterior Badge Package providing security and peace of
® Carbon Flash-Painted Outside Mirrors & Spoiler mind! It's quick and easv to use
® HD Front and Rear Vision Cameras ) q y -
® Battery Protection Package
® Front License Plate Bracket
® Corvette Museum Delivery

0

Tickets are $200 each and the raffle is limited to 1500 tickets. Page 12
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Any purchase of #25.00 or more.
LICOA 20

Valid in Bethpage only - .
Not to be combined with any other offer. Call: 516 731 5500

Ij;"*c:j;ﬁfnzn uncapkedimpditry R\ 4721 Hempstead Tpke., Bethpage, NY 11714
Open Seven Days: 11:00am to f: 50pm

7 Z %
: 0 \' Curbside pick up available!
OF BETHPAGE zornsofbethpage. com

GOODYEAR OF GARDEN CITY WH A
GA RDEN CITY’S GA RA GE | WISSELMAN, HAROUNIAN
—~ & ASSOCIATES, PC.
COMPLETE CAR REPAIR & SERVICE - Protecting Your Rights
‘-) Nationwide Tire & Brake Service
181 Nassau Bouleyard * Divorce & Separation * Custody & Visitation
Carden CHy Soutly vl 1ione « Child & Spousal Support « Complex High Net
| Worth Divorce ¢ High Conflict Divorce
lim DeBold « Glenn Reeves 516 481.7133 * Financial Issues of Divorce ¢ Asset & Property

Division *« Mediation ¢ Pre/Post Nuptial
Agreements ¢ Orders of Protection/Domestic
631-865-3456 Abuse ¢ Divorce: Special Needs Families ¢
Grandparents’ Rights

258 Broadhollow Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735

@631coatings FREE CONSULTATION
COATINGS @631coatings Call 516-773-8300 — www.lawjaw.com
Lloyd C. Rosen, Esq. MEMBER LICOA
Lloyd@lawjaw.com
Carl Melendez
carl@631coatings.com  631coatings.com
Page 13
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The Newport Corvette Getaway
by John DiBlasi

A Corvette getaway in the midst of a pandemic? Crazy, right? The urge to create some
sense of normalcy in a world of the abnormal had been intense. With all official LICOA
functions closed down for the year, how might this idea come together?

Newport, Rhode Island, has always been a popular destination — a seaside resort of the
rich and famous dating back to the 1880’s. Area attractions include the Newport Jazz Festival,
a lively restaurant scene at the wharf, a countless museums. During the height of the season,
June through August, it is the place people go to see and be seen. It’s located far enough
away from New York to allow you to unwind, yet close enough to make an overnight stay
practical. The problem, during this usual peak summer vacation period, prices for everything
typically skyrockets, hotel rooms become scarce, traffic, both vehicular and pedestrian,
becomes a nightmare. Late October though, is a different story. After Columbus Day, the pace
slows. The summer crowds have thinned and getting around is much easier. Most of the
restaurants and attractions are still open. Add the COVID concerns of 2020 and you get some
bargain prices as businesses fight for your dollar.

Diane and | decided to make a two day trip. We have been to Newport before and love
its charm. Why not take the Vette for a final season run? We mentioned the idea to another
Corvette couple. and they loved the idea. The nucleus of our travel group was now formed.

The getaway to Newport would revolve around two principal attractions; the Gilded Age
Mansions and the Newport Car Museum. The mansions were
the summer “cottages” of the industrial titans of the 1880’s
like the Vanderbilt’s, Berwind’s and Astor’s. These homes
represented the era’s pinnacle of opulence and grandeur. The
Newport Car Museum, built on a former Raytheon missile
plant, is comprised of the private collection of Mr. Gunther
Buerman. Eighty automobiles representing the best in their
class; Corvettes, Mustangs, Mopar, World cars, 1950’s
American finned cars. It truly is as much an art museum as a
car museum.

Before long we had four other Corvette
couples wanting to go. Then the we decided
to open the trip to all LICOA members. We
reserved 15 rooms at the Hampton Inn,
Middletown. At its peak, we had 10 couples
planning to take the trip. But typical for
2020, COVID interfered with our plans only
three weeks before our planned trip for the
weekend of October 23-25. Rhode Island

was added to New York’s “hit list” of
quarantine states, which would require our group to quarantine for two weeks upon return to
New York. Reluctantly but understandably, four couples needed to cancel their plans.

The remaining six couples were charged up and ready to go. Three couples were
taking their Vettes to New London via the Orient Point Ferry. Three other couples were taking
[-95 and would rendezvous at New London. The weather forecast promised us fair skies and

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. Page 14
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mild Autumn temperatures. Well, weather forecasts, like political
polling forecasts, have to be taken with a big grain of salt. Foggy
with drizzle was the order of the day. As we were driving over the
Throgs Neck Bridge, a funny thought crossed my mind as |
searched for my EZ Pass — we haven’t been off Long Island for six
months! A COVID moment.

Our rendezvous point in New London was . . . get
ready . . . Norm’s Diner! What? You’ve never heard of Norm’s
Diner? One of our intrepid group remembers eating there a
number years ago. It was close to the ferry terminalso.... A
call ahead confirmed it still existed. | arrived first and did a recon
of the place. It was a true old dining car that was converted in 1948. The current owner,
Steve, has operated it for the last five years. Parking was limited and was taken by the
“regulars” that morning. Upon entering, it was like a scene from Andy Giriffith’s Mayberry.
Steve introduced me to most of the regulars. “Here’s Dave who loves Caddies, Tom over here
owns a Tesla and would love to race your Vette. Roger over there would like you to leave.”
Hystericall By the time the rest of the Corvette crowd arrived, most of the “regulars” had left.
Steve took good care of us all and for a moment, we became his “regulars”.

The road trip to Rhode Island was uneventful and the scenery beautiful. The caravan of
five Corvettes included Wayne and Fran Cox, John and Diane DiBlasi, Chuck and Donna
LaSalla, James and Darlene Record, and Gregg and Jackie Von Urff. Missing and
unaccounted for was Steve and Judilyn Dondero. As we were merging onto Rte. 138 from
[-95, we saw a blue C7 with NY plates pull along side us. Yep, Steve and Judilyn. If we had
wanted to, we never could have planned that! Now all together, we entered Newport and yes,
the sun finally shined.

We checked into the hotel around 1:30, rested a bit and then off we went to the
Newport Car Museum. The museum staff were expecting us. As we pulled in they directed
our Vettes to a separate area and greeted us at the door. Once inside, Mr. Glen D’Orsi,
museum manager, gave us an overview of the museum layout. That done, we had the
museum to ourselves.

To my mind, the two standout exhibits were the 1950’s-60’s American “finned” cars and
the Corvette display. Cadillacs, Chryslers, and Chevys of
that time period were chrome wrapped love affairs.
Outrageous two-tone paint jobs, wheel bases as long as a
football field, fins so large that in a strong wind one could
imagine the cars lifting off the ground. A Cadillac
Eldorado Biarritz Convertible was gorgeous. The cost of
all its bling was weight. This starlet weighed in at almost
6,000 pounds!

The Corvette display was made up of 10 cars. All
generations from early C1s to a 2019 C7 ZR1. Each
iteration of Corvette chosen showcased an intriguing
development of the brand’s historical evolution. Split

window ’63, big block 427’s (a ’67 C2 and a ‘69 C3), fuel-
injected '57. As the museum says, “No other car fits the
mold of American automotive art as much as the Corvette,
aptly named “America’s Sports Car.” But of course, you’re preaching to a believer.

The Breakers
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At the end of our tour of the museum, we gathered in the lobby for some photos. As
we were chit chatting, a white haired gentleman approached us and asked us about our
experience. It was none other than Mr. Gunther Buerman, the owner of the place. It was the
perfect ending of our tour.

Back to the hotel, some R & R, and then dinner at a local
Brew Pub. It was a full day and a good night’s rest was in
order.

Saturday was another gray day but no precipitation. After
breakfast, we caravanned to downtown Newport to tour
The Breakers mansion. Even in jaded Newport, a
procession of six gorgeous, rumbling Corvettes still turns
heads. While we each think OUR Vette is the best looking,
Jim and Darlene Record’s new C8 mid-engine was the real
crowd pleaser. It got to be such an item that Chuck LaSalla
suggested we always put Jim in the middle of the pack so it
wouldn’t be a distraction. Another suggestion was to say it
was a Lamborghini and we felt sorry for the owners and let
them tag along.

The Breakers was the “summer cottage” of Cornelius
Masks off for the group photo Vanderbilt Il and his family. It was a symbol of the

Vanderbilt’s social and financial preeminence in America at
that time. Seventy rooms, five floors, 125,339 square feet! Total cost of grounds and
construction adjusted for inflation . . . $43,000,000. It took only two years to build (1893-1895).
Try doing that today! The Vanderbilt family occupied the house for only six weeks each year.
Unfortunately, Cornelius got to enjoy this place for only two years before he suffered a stroke in
1897, and later died in 1899. The family sold the mansion to the Newport Preservation Society
in 1972 for $2.2 million although they still maintain the right to live at the property on the third
floor. Touring this place was awe inspiring. The wealth and the power that wealth commanded
was evident at every turn. To say it was over the top, is an understatement. | don’t believe that
you could duplicate it today. The artistry, artifacts and artisans no longer exist.

Back in the real world, we caravanned to the Newport wharf. We enjoyed a leisurely
lunch, walked the waterfront and the ladies did some
shopping in the quaint stores in town.

That night before leaving the hotel for dinner at
an ltalian restaurant in downtown Newport, we toasted
Donna LaSalla on her 35th birthday. Then another
toast, and another and soon we decided to leave the
Vettes at the hotel and Uber to the restaurant. Good
call Chuck!! Dinner was delicious and after a few more
toasts we agreed it was the best restaurant at which
anyone had ever dined.

Sunday we said our goodbyes and everyone
went their separate way back to New York, three of the
couples heading back to the Orient Point ferry. All The ride home on the ferry
arrived home safe. A great getaway combining activity,
camaraderie, and fast cars. What more could you want?
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SO\ MEETING
THR
A MINUTES

LICOA’s Membership Informational Meeting Minutes November 4, 2020
Held via ZOOM video conference

LICOA’s Zoom General Meeting Minutes
Meeting started at 7:04PM.

Board Members Attending: Ed Stichweh, Tom Donato, John DiBlasi, Gene Doyle, Dan
Rodriguez.

Members Attending: steve Sloboda, Mike Cohen, Dave Hodukavich, Frank Hassett,
Andrew Filangeri, Rick Erdody, Jim Record, Mike Fazio, Lloyd Rosen, Terrance Walsh, Cliff Nagel,
George Reich, Ken Schnabel, Doug Tons, Phil Kalmus, John Nucatola, Rich Magalik, Karen Benson
2 unidentified, 26 total attended the call.

REPORTS FROM THE BOARD

President: Ed Stichweh — LICOA domain fees have been paid for the next 5 years. Membership
pins for this year will be mailed out in December by secretary Gene Doyle. At the end of the
meeting there will be a Thanksgiving raffle.

Vice President: Tom Donato-Nothing to report.
Secretary: Gene Doyle-Nothing to report.

Treasurer: John DiBlasi- The LICOA domain fee of $60 was paid. Joe Martin’s final bill was paid
for his printing services, and the storage fee has been paid. All accounts are paid and up to date.

Governor: Daniel Rodriguez-Looking for a safe place to meet on Saturday mornings.
First Alternate: George Reich-Nothing to report.

Second Alternate: Bob Spinicchia-Absent

REPORTS OF APPOINTED POSITIONS

Internet: Ed Stichweh-website up and running, still working on new Go-Daddy site
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Membership: Jesse Atchison-Absent. Ed reported we may have 4 new members bringing the
count to 305.

Newsletter: Lloyd Rosen-Lloyd asked the members to send in any articles or photos they may
have for the Courier, and there will be a surprise puzzle in this month’s Courier with a prize to
be awarded. Further details to be announced in this month’s Courier.

Senior Judge: Rick Erdody and Gene Doyle-Rick said he will be working on show rules and
changes to include the new C8 with Gene.

Qualifying Judges: Harry H.-Absent

Merchandise: Tom & Karen Benson-Karen said she turned over the inventory list to Ed S. and
said we need to make a decision on left over 60th anniversary merchandise.

Good & Welfare: Bob Spinicchia-Absent

Equipment Manager Trailer: Kenny Schnabel-Will be making a trip to Huntington to check out
the trailer.

Club Historian: Bob Pandy-Absent

Show Coordinators: Sergio Srica, Richie Massa, Chuck La Salla-Absent

EMRA: Ed Bradley-Absent

VA Liaison: George Reich, Vinnie Capasso-George said he spoke to the VA they are still in lock
down. He will be getting a list of items for Christmas gifts for the veterans. Tom asked if we
could do a drive thru at the VA George will check if that is possible.

NCM Delegates: Jim Record-reported the factory has produced 15,000+ C8’s to date expect to
make 20K by mid December and may produce some 2021’s by end of December. Also may see
the Z06 by March (just a rumor). Unfortunately the first C8 fatality has been reported in Florida.

General Discussion:

Tom Donato suggested we should check with Captain Bill’s about Valentine’s Brunch in February.
At this time what do they think we will be able to do-it is only about 12 weeks away. Ed said he
will check with Capt. Bills.

John DiBlasi gave a report on the Newport trip on 10/23-10/25/20 that was attended by 6 LICOA
couples. The trip was a great success-it was a fun filled weekend. The accommodations,
museums and restaurants worked out great. This will be a great event to put on the calendar
when things get back to normal. There will be a complete report in this month’s Courier with all
the details.

Congratulations to the Winners of the Thanksgiving Raffle:

Ten winners were randomly drawn from all 301 members. Each will receive a $25 gift card from
the LICOA Board.

Winners: Ed Hatton, Mike Steele, Al Verlizzo, Tom Santamaria, Tony Cardiello, Nick Fiorello,
Chuck Wrigley, Frank Lipinski, John Vogt, Merril Zorn.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:00PM
Submitted By:
Gene Doyle
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So, You Wanna Order A New Corvette
by Jim Record, Deputy Editor

I’m sure that the new C8 Corvette has surprised many Club members, and now that
they have been able to read about them and actually see some, | have heard that more than a
few guys are considering getting one. To help demystify the process, | have listed some of the
things that | have learned, and a number of issues that have come up from other C8 owners.

The ordering process, at this stage really the ‘choosing your options’ process, has
become pretty automated with the online GM “Configurator” (Corvette Build and Price). Using
this, you can see and sample every configuration, color and option that is available in the 2021
Stingray.

First choice to make: coupe or HTC (hard top convertible)? The coupe, with its
removable roof panel, is similar to the C5, C6 and C7 coupes in that the top stores in the trunk,
filling most of the usable space. But now we have a true hardtop convertible that opens and
closes in 8 seconds at speeds up to 30 mph! And no more canvas. It also stores itself above
the engine and therefore doesn’t take up any space in the trunk at all. The ‘vert seems to
provide about two more inches of headroom if you’re pretty tall or looking to wear a cowboy
hat or helmet in it! All good, except that the beautiful LT2 small block Chevy engine will no
longer be visible from the outside of the car as it is in the coupe. Plus, the HTC commands a
$7,000 premium over the coupe, not an easy decision at all.

Colors and stripes are certainly individual choices, and there are no engine options to
ruminate over at this time (the Z06 and Grand Sport variants can’t come soon enough!)
Optional Equipment selection is another story. Like other Corvette models, there are plenty of
options available on the C8, most you will recognize, but there are some new ones. This is the
first year for E60, the Front Lift System, which, for those of us with scraped and scarred nose
underpinnings, is a real treat. It raises the nose up about 2 inches in just a few seconds and
saves that exact location to the GPS. It is one of the most popular options, along with NPP-
Performance Exhaust and the perennial favorite (on about 75% of the C8’s) Z51. ltis
interesting to note that although GM did not raise the C8 base price for 2021, they did add
$500 to each of these three most popular options. In my humble opinion, E60 and NPP are
$3,700 of necessary options. If you don’t order them, you will surely kick yourself long and
hard down the road. | utilize both every time | drive my C8 — EVERY time! Don’t even think
about it, just add them to your order.

The 1LT, 2LT and 3LT interior option packages have always been hard decisions, and
they are tougher than ever with the C8. The “base” Corvette, with the 1LT interior, is a fairly
well-equipped vehicle. Every Corvette includes these basic necessities:

1LT Feature Highlights:

* 8-Way Power GT1 Seats

* GT1 Seats — Mulan Leather

* Keyless Access with Push-Button Start
* Driver Mode Selector and Valet Mode

* Dual-Zone Electronic Climate Control

* Locking Glove Box

* HD Rear Vision Camera and Rear Park
Assist

* Leather-Wrapped Flat-Bottom Steering
Wheel

* Bose 10-speaker Audio System
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* SiriusXM Satellite Radio® for Three Months
* 8-inch Diagonal Color touchscreen (no NAV)
* Chevrolet Infotainment 3 System

* Rear Camera Mirror -HTC only

* 12-inch Color Driver Information Center

* Bluetooth® Phone Connection and Phone Projection
* Steering Wheel-Mounted Controls

*  Power Windows Express-Up/-Down

* Visors with llluminated Vanity Mirrors

* Power Tilt/Telescoping Steering Wheel

* Cabin Air Filtration

If you’re not satisfied with a “base” Corvette, but not sure which trim level you will need,
below is a list of what’s included in each optional trim level package. | have highlighted in bold
the key features of each trim level, which | personally consider indispensable options, making
the 2LT package a clear choice.

2LT Includes everything in 1LT, plus: ($7,295)
* Head-Up Display
*  Power Lumbar and Wing Adjustment
*  Wireless Phone Charging
* Heated and Vented GT1 Seats
* Heated Steering Wheel
* Bose Performance Series 14-Speaker Audio System
* Navigation with Traffic
* Performance Data & Video Recorder
* SiriusXM Satellite Radio® with 1-year Subscription
* Universal Home Remote Sun Visor
* Power-Folding Mirrors
* Rear Camera Mirror
* Memory Driver & Pax Package
* HD Front Curb View Camera
* Side Blind Zone Alert
* Rear Cross Traffic Alert
* Advanced Theft-Deterrent System
* Parcel Nets

3LT Includes everything in 2LT, plus: ($11,995)
* GT2 Bucket Seats standard (optional on 2LT for $1,495) (Comp Sport-$1,995/500)
o Carbon fiber trim
o Additional padding & support
o Competition Sport appearance features
* Leather covered stitched steering wheel hub
* Custom Napa Leather Wrapped Interior Package features:
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o upper instrument panel
o door trim panels
o console
* Sueded Microfiber-Wrapped Upper Interior Trim Package (IWE), includes:
o stitched headliner (Coupe only)
o visors
o trim above windshield and rear window
o A-pillar trim Custom Leather

. @]II ig’ﬁ[ior colors & combinations are available, plus several that are only available on
e :

o Natural-Dipped

o Morello Red-Dipped

o Tension / Twilight Blue-Dipped
Sky Cool Gray / Jet Black seats
Sky Cool Gray / Strike Yellow
Jet Black / Sky Cool Gray seats
Jet Black / Adrenaline Red seats
Adrenaline Red / Jet Black seats

(¢]

o O O O

Based on 6000 miles driven in my own C8, | consider the 2LT package to be an
ABSOLUTE NECESSITY, if only for the Rear Camera Mirror, which is NOT available on the 1LT
coupe. The Rear Cross Traffic Alert and Side Blind Zone Alert included in 2LT have also saved
my bacon a number of times. The HTC is the exception to the rule in that the rear camera
mirror is standard on all trim levels but is not useable when the top is down and stowed. You
will surely bang up your C8 without the Rear Camera Mirror, and the repair will certainly be
more than the added cost of 2LT. | don’t care how good you think you are, or how much you
use the (excellent) side mirrors, this car has “ginormous” blind spots behind your head on both
sides and looking back through the glass over the engine in the normal rear-view mirror is like
looking through a cardboard tube. It just don’t cut it! The guys who have driven my C8 when |
turned off the rear camera mirror to become a normal rear-view mirror all agree on this major
point. I'm surprised that GM gets away with not at least providing the Rear Camera Mirror as
an option for 1LT, it is that necessary. This is not just my opinion, I’m sure that you have seen
this in print in most (all?) of the C8 driving reports.

Let’s consider the 3LT package at $11,995, the most expensive option available on the
Corvette. Again, not just my opinion, but this is the option that brings the interior up to
European Luxury Super Car standards, which Corvette has lacked from the very beginning.
The 3LT Alcantara interior is probably as nice, if not nicer, than any exotic | have seen. The
contrast stitching looks great and the roof panel in the coupe (only) has beautiful stitching on it.
The 3LT Interior Trim Package has NO PLASTIC in the cabin anywhere (except for the radio
volume knob) and uses Full Grain Suede Microfiber and Napa Leather Grain. It is reported that
the 3LT interior was designed and is produced by the same company that builds the interior for
the ‘S’ Class Mercedes and other European luxury sedans. If you look at what 3LT brings to
the party, you will see that the real price is a lot more modest than it appears. 3LT lists for
about $12,000, UGH! Now, subtract the $7,300 cost of 2LT (which is all included in 3LT), and
the $1500 cost of the GT2 seats, (extra on 2LT, standard on 3LT) and what remains is about
$3,200, the effective cost of 3LT over 2LT. Why did | specify GT2 seats? Because they are
uncommonly comfortable and good looking. Are they worth the difference over the stock GT1
seats? | don’t know for sure as | have never sat in a GT1 seat, but | HAVE sat in my GT2 seats
for 8-10 hours straight with no discomfort at all. They have more padding and support than the
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GT1, are heated and ventilated, and are more comfortable that my Mercedes ‘E’ class seats.
Plus, they are downright beautiful IMO.

As for the Z51 performance package, what is all the interest in this option? Why do so
many owners spend $6,000 on it, plus an additional $1,900 for Magnetic Ride Control (almost
$8,000 total), for a car that they will never (or at least hardly ever) track? Let’s look at it:

* 751 package ($5,995)

o Performance Brembo® brakes (larger)

o Performance exhaust (NPP)
Performance suspension (NOT MRC)
Performance rear axle ratio (Vmax-184 mph vs 194 mph)
Electronic Limited Slip Differential (eLSD)
Heavy-duty cooling system (3rd radiator in left ‘boomerang’)
o Z51-specific front splitter and rear spoiler

o Michelin® Pilot® Sport 4S 245/35ZR19 front and 305/30ZR20 rear, high
performance, run-flat, summer-only tires

* Mag Ride Control (MRC) now avail w/o Z51 ($1,895)

C8 Z51 was designed to ensure that you could race your car at a track in 100+ degree weather
with the air conditioner blasting. You might boil your brake fluid or wear your tires down to
slicks, but you will not burn up the engine. This was obviously designed to address the
problem of overheating in the C6/C7 Z51 cars, and they have accomplished that goal. They
run Z51 C8’s all day long at Ron Fellows Driving School in Arizona with just routine
maintenance and tire/brake replacement. If you don’t track your car, do you need to spend
$8,000 extra? Would you prefer all-season tires or summer—only tires? The brakes on the C8
are quite large already, and they will stop you from multiple runs at 175 mph (ask me how |
know). You be the judge. New for 2021 is that Mag Ride Control is now available without Z51.
| know that many members swear by their MRC, and probably ordered Z51 just to get it, so I'm
glad it is available as a stand-alone option now. Along with the different driving modes, MRC
completes the handling performance aspects nicely.

This article was not designed to be the Ultimate C8 Ordering Treatise, | just wanted to
bring out some ideas that might not be readily apparent in the C8 ordering process. | was able
to glean this information from members of the Club who have ordered many new Corvettes and
are quite knowledgeable about it. | added my personal experience with the C8 process along
with what | have learned from other C8 owners.

| will say that if you are the least bit interested in getting a new C8, then don’t wait,
because the 2021’s are going to go fast. To give you an example, the last 2020 C8 to be
delivered this year was ordered last March! At best, GM will produce 20,180 examples of the
C8 for the 2020 model year. That means that everybody who ordered a car after March that
still wants one, will now have to order a 2021! GM is not certain how many they can build in
2021 given the current supply limitations, but you can be sure it will be another short
production year. Find a dealer, order your car, pay your REFUNDABLE deposit and get a
number. If you decide not to buy it later on, there will be a plenty of folks ready, willing and
able to take (buy) your spot. Kerbeck and MacMulkin still charge only MSRP. Holding out for
the Z06 or GS? Get on that dealer list now as GM is not taking orders on them yet. C8’s are
still going for $10-20,000 over MSRP off the dealer’s floor or on the used/flipper market. |
would estimate that demand for the C8 will outstrip supply for the foreseeable future.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. Good luck and Happy
Ordering!

O O O O
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and bring a smile
to a child
this holiday season!

See Santa and
Drop Off Your
Letters to Santa!

SATURDAY DECEMBER 5™
9.00AM-2.00PM

JOHN BURNS PARK - MASSAPEQUA

RAIN DATE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020
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THANK YOU FOR JOINING US IN OBSERVING SOCIAL DISTANCING WITH A CAUSE!



EXPERIENCE THE
“RED CARPET RIDE”

We Specialize in:
e Low Clearance Vehicles ® Exotic Cars
® Sports Cars ® Dual Axle Vehicles
e Muscle Cars ® Wide Tires
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1 Merrick Road, Rockville Centre, NY 11570
(Corner of Ocean Avenue & Merrick Road)

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 7:30 - 7:30, Sunday 8:00 - 6:00
Phone: 516-442-0362 ¢ www.ultrasoniccarhandwash.com




