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They’re Here! 
The Wait is Over. 

C8’s arrive at Dealerships and 
the National Corvette Museum

In this Issue:
- Pet Peeves
- The C8’s Automatic Manual Tranny
- Another Report from Spring Mountain
- and more!
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Newsletter Lloyd Rosen Editor@licoa.org
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Show Coordinator Sergio Srica
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Terms and conditions: limit one (1) free hat per person per calendar year;  
only LICOA members in good standing are eligible; articles or reports submitted 
by Board Members, Appointed or Voluntary Officers, or event Chairs or Co-
Chairs in their official capacity do not qualify; any proposed article submitted 
must be an original work of the member, and may not include, in whole or in 
part, a reprint of any written work previously appearing in any printed or 
electronic publication, website or other resource; all submitted materials shall be 
deemed the property of LICOA, are subject to editing for content or length, and 
may be published in the Corvette Courier at the sole discretion of the Editor

Original material, copyright © LICOA, Inc, 2016-2020, all rights reserved

ARTICLES WANTED! 
Submit your 

original  article on 
any subject 

relating to LICOA 
or the Corvette.  If 

we publish it, we’ll 
send you a free 

LICOA hat! 

Terms and conditions apply 
(see below)

* Cover art by Ed Stichweh *

LICOA Mission Statement
To promote good fellowship, cooperation 
and mutual interest among owners of 
Corvette Automobiles. To encourage, 
without profit to the corporation, interest 
and pride in the ownership of Corvettes. 
To promote interest in and encourage 
the science, skill and ability of driving the 
Corvette. To encourage the various 
sporting activities in which Corvette 
automobiles can legally participate. To 
provide social activities and recreation 
for our members.
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	 Signs of Spring are starting to materialize.  We’ve moved the clocks forward, the crocus 
and tulips are starting to poke from the ground, the Mets home opener is scheduled for March 
26, and the weather is starting to warm.  Soon those Corvettes will start to emerge from their 
annual winter slumber, and we’ll get to enjoy driving our cars again.  Things are looking good.  
However, when driving on public roads, there are often certain annoyances that conspire to 
take away some of the fun we have driving our Corvettes.  Aside from the crop of potholes that 
have our roads pockmarked like a teenager’s face, the roads are frequently occupied by other 
drivers - drivers who simply don’t enjoy driving as much as we do, and don’t give the act of 
driving their car the level of attention and courtesy we hope to see.

	 One of the benefits of writing a monthly column is the freedom to share your thoughts 
with others.  This month, I thought I would follow the example of 
Frank Costanza’s Festivus holiday with the “Airing of Grievances”, 
and describe my top 10 pet peeves of sharing the road in our 
“civilized” society.  Actually, it was a challenge limiting the list to 
ten.  Without further ado, in no particular order, I ask you to 
consider the following:

	 Drivers who drive in the dark with their lights off - This 
might fall under the larger umbrella of distracted driving, but I think 
also to blame is the combination of daytime running lights and 
illuminated instrument panels.  In any regard, I question the level of 
attention that these drivers are giving the task of driving if they don’t 
even realize their headlights are off while driving in the dark.  While 
driving behind some of these inattentive drivers, I have tried to 
signal them by turning my own lights off and on again hoping they’ll 
get the hint, but the rate of success is low.

	 Drivers too busy using their phone to realize the light 
has turned green - Have you ever been sitting behind someone at 
a light when the light turns green, and the just sit there, even when 
the cars around them have moved through the intersection?  If you 
try to spot them through their own rear view mirror, you can almost 
always tell that at the time the light turned green, their gaze was in 
the direction of the phone in their lap.  I understand how easy it is 
for your attention to turn towards your cell phone, especially while 
sitting at a light.  But, please consider the people sitting behind you, 
who are just trying to get somewhere.  I usually give them a three-
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OFFICIAL L.I.C.O.A. Inc. WEB SITE:  http://www.LICOA.org 
General Business Meetings, First Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 1, 2020
NOTE NEW MEETING LOCATION: Until further notice, all general meetings will now take place at 

the North Bellmore Library, 1551 Newbridge Rd, North Bellmore, Ground Floor Meeting Room. 

Board of Directors Meetings, Third Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Next Meeting: March 18, 2020 

All B.O.D. meetings are scheduled to be at the Bristal, 40 Merrick Ave., East Meadow, Penthouse 

What Irks you?
by Lloyd Rosen, Editor-in-Chief

Lloyd with his 2011 Grand Sport 
Convertible

http://www.licoa.org
http://www.licoa.org
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Mississippi count before tooting the horn to bring their attention back to the road ahead.

Drivers who don’t understand the proper use of a turn lane - The turn lane is 

intended for one purpose; turning.  The engineers who designed the road thoughtfully figured 
out a way for people who are turning from the road or into the road to have a lane of their own 
so as no to impede other traffic.  It is quite annoying when you get stuck behind someone who 
chooses not to move their car fully into the turn lane when making a turn, blocking some or all 
of the driving lane.  It is equally annoying when people use the turn lane as a regular lane. 
	 Drivers who block two pumps while filling their car at the gas station - The hoses 
on those pumps are fairly long.  You don’t need to perfectly line up the fuel filler door on your 
car with the pump.  Doing so often results in you blocking the other pump in front of you.  
Generally, as a good rule of thumb, pull up to the pump with your front door alongside the 
pump (your back door if the other pump is behind you).  That should enable you to pump gas 
into your car without blocking the other pump.  Of course, if you are driving a particularly long 
vehicle, like a crew cab pickup or RV, you might need to plan your visit to the gas pump a little 
differently.  Like driving that behemoth to the gas pump at 3 a.m.

	 Drivers who honk at you a millisecond after the light turns green - JUST STOP IT.  
It’s rude and obnoxious.  If you are in such a rush to get to where you’re going that you feel the 
need to honk at every driver the moment the light turns green, then leave your house ten 
minutes earlier and relax.

	 Drivers who tailgate like they’re drafting on the last lap at Daytona - tailgating is 
annoying and dangerous.  One of the first things you learn in driver’s ed is to leave a buffer of 
space between your car and the one in front of you.  Generally a two-count is adequate.  The 
faster you are traveling, the larger the buffer should be.  If you are driving on the LIE at 65 mph 
and you can’t see the license plate on the car in front of you, you’re way TOO close!  Corvette 
drivers suffer more from tailgaters, as they end up being blinded by the headlights in the 
rearview mirror.

	 Drivers who are oblivious that they’re blinding others with their high beams - let 
me come right out and say this; there are few places on Long Island where you actually need to 
use high beam headlights, as we have a lot of street lights and traffic.  If you notice a little blue 
headlight indicator on your instrument panel, your high beams are on.  Turn them off.  And if 
you notice a bunch of other people flashing their high beams at you while you’re out driving, 
take the hint.

	 People who drive while having a little dog on their lap - Knock it off.  Why?  One 
word: airbag.  Think it through and you’ll understand.

	 People who stop their car in the middle of a lane instead of pulling over to the side 
of the road - this applies to disabled vehicles as much as it does to drivers who simply decide 
to stop their car for whatever reason, whether it be to drop off or pick up a passenger, or take a 
phone call, or whatever.  Have consideration for other drivers and move your car out of the 
traffic lane.  I just can’t figure out why people seem to simply come to a stop in the left lane of 
the LIE with a disabled car.  Did they have no warning that their car was malfunctioning, and 
they had no time to move the car to the shoulder?  How is it they just come to a complete stop 
in the left lane?  Unless your wheels have fallen off your car, get out of the way!

	 People who don’t know how to merge - you’re about the enter a parkway, so you 
round the curve of the on ramp and start to pick up some speed to merge into traffic on the 
parkway when you notice some idiot who came to a dead stop in the on-ramp right in your 
path - slam on the brakes!  Damn!  Now you’re stuck too.  If you don’t know how to merge into 
traffic, stay off the parkways!  And if you’re on the parkway and you see someone with their 
blinker on trying to enter your lane, that does not mean you should speed up and close the 
distance between you and the car in front of you.  Be courteous and allow them in.

	 Agree or disagree with my list?  Have some pet peeves of your own?  Feel free to share.  
Email me at editor@LICOA.org.  Go ahead.  I won’t complain if you do. 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	 The sign of the times with the COVID-19 outbreak; we had no choice but 
to cancel or postpone events for the next couple 
of months.  I will send out an email blast on all 
other LICOA activities.  Events that have been 
canceled: Motor Car Classics, Defensive Driving 
course, VA Easter Run, Judging Tech 
Session, Vanderbilt All-Car Show.  We will keep 
you updated with the possibility of rescheduling 
some of these events during the year.  Our main 
concern is the safety of our members.

	 We are still working on events for the rest 
of the year as long as it’s safe to do so.  For 
example, our annual Summer Get Away.  Chairs 
George Reich and Jesse Atchison are working 
out the details.  A flyer will be circulated soon.

	 I would like to thank Richie Massa and 
John McCormick and their wives for a great 
Valentine’s Brunch.  I believe everybody that 
attended had a good time.  A deposit has been 
placed for next year’s Brunch at Captain Bill’s.

	 At our March general meeting, we were 
visited by a guest speaker, Carl from 631 
Coatings in Farmingdale.  If you are thinking 
about having your car treated with a ceramic coating or a clear bra now is the 
time to do it before the season is underway.  Carl also spoke about window 
tinting, paint correction and other detailing services available through 631 
Coatings.

	 The new C8 Corvettes are rolling off the car carriers at dealerships as we 
speak.  I see that some first-time delivery owners on YouTube are modifying their 
cars already.  I say just leave them alone and enjoy your car with state-of-the-art 
technology.  Put some miles on it first.  Not to mention, the custom work could 
void the warranty - not worth it in my opinion.

	 Spring is just around the corner so let’s dust off those Corvettes and get 
them ready to roll.  Hopefully, in the near future, we can get back to our normal 
season with LICOA events.  We will let you know by eblast.  Be safe.
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President’s Message
By Ed Stichweh
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Want to advertise in the LICOA Corvette Courier? 
Not only is our monthly club newsletter sent directly to all of our club members, it is also 
available to the general public as a free download on our website at www.LICOA.org.  Why not 
advertise your business and services, while supporting LICOA?

For more information, contact Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.
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LICOA CORVETTE COURIER ADVERTISING RATES
Ad Size Approx. Dimensions (W x H) 12 months 6 months

business card 3.5 x 2 inches $60 $40

1/4 page (wide) 7.5 x 2.5 inches $125 $75

1/4 page (tall) 3.5 x 4.5 inches $125 $75

1/2 page 7.5 x 5 inches $250 $150

full page 7.5 x 10 inches $500 $300

AUTOMOTIVE LIFT SPECIALISTS

DO YOU SPEND ALL YOUR TIME IN THE 
GARAGE WORKING ON YOUR CAR?

AUTOQUIP SALES INC.AUTOQUIP SALES INC.

Then you need to call AUTOQUIP we carry a full line of 
commercial & residential lifts 2 post, 4 post low rise, 
portable and full rise lifts if it rolls we can lift it!

SALES SERVICE AND INSTALLATION
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR:

MOHAWK & BACK YARD BUDDY
WE CAN INSTALL AND SERVICE ALL BRANDS OF LIFTS

AUTOQUIP SALES, INC.
290 WILLIS AVE., MINEOLA, NY 11501

TEL (516) 248-1277 • FAX (516) 877-9528
WEB SITE: AUTOQUIPSALES.COM  •   EMAIL: AUTQIPSALE@AOL.COM

MARK TULLEY & LOU COCCARO

http://www.licoa.org
mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Courier%20advertising
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	 I have heard a lot of comments and gripes around the Club about the fact that the C8 
Corvette does not have a manual transmission available.  Many members have said they would 
never consider getting a Corvette without a stick shift. I read somewhere that manual 
transmissions have hovered around 10% of C7 deliveries for a good while (around 30%, 
actually - Ed.).  I would think that the breakdown of the C7’s owned by our club members is 
about the same, and they do seem to be pretty vocal about it.  Well maybe a little information 
and explanation about GM’s new multi-million dollar super-tranny might soften or alter some 
opinions, and alleviate some concerns, so here goes:

	 The Double Clutch Transmission (DCT) found in 
the new C8 is not simply an automatic transmission.  
DCT’s were developed for Formula One racing cars a 
while ago and are a superior version of a torque 
converter and a manual transmission.  It has a clutch 
(actually dual concentric wet clutches), shift forks and 
synchro’s just like a classic manual, but it uses solenoids 
to make the gear change instead of the shifter linkage.  
It's more like a manual than any traditional automatic.  
Instead of pushing the clutch pedal to shift a gear, a DCT 
clutches for you when you touch a shift lever on the 
steering wheel, or when the computer demands it).  In 
fact, on the C8 if you pull back on both wheel mounted 
shift levers simultaneously, both clutches disengage and 
you can blip the engine like it was in neutral.

	 So, one could say that a DCT is actually an 
electronically controlled manual transmission, but with an 
automatic mode programmed to shift for you.  When you drive in Manual mode, you still get 
some of the satisfaction of shifting gears, but it will change the way you think of DCT’s.  Rest 
assured that years of racing have demonstrated that a normal manual transmission is never 
going to equal the speed, accuracy and performance of gear changes done by a DCT.  And 
remember, just because we can’t row-the-gears anymore, it’s not like we are going back to the 
original two speed Power Glide slush box!

	 Here is a summary of the operation of the eight-speed Dual-Clutch Transmission (DCT) 
from TREMEC that includes input from GM’s DCT Controls Manager and a C8 forum post by 
Tadge Juechter, GM Chief Engineer.  The TREMEC provides many advanced operations that 
have never been available on a Corvette.

	 The C8 DCT transmission has different automatic shift strategies for the various drive 
modes, which adapt in real time.  The more aggressive, the more spirited you drive, the more 
aggressive the car's response.  You start to relax, and the car starts to relax.

	 The DCT uses latitudinal and longitudinal accelerometers and looks at information like 
throttle position and steering angle to gauge how the car is being driven and reacts 
accordingly.  In Track Mode set to automatic, the car will downshift aggressively when the 
driver is braking hard into a corner, and hold upshifts until corner exit.
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C8’s DCT is Neither Automatic Nor Manual
by Jim Record, Deputy Editor

Jim with his 1960 Convertible
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	 The C8 has two Manual modes.  If you pull a paddle while in Drive, you get a Temporary 
Manual Mode, which automatically times out, or can be exited sooner by holding the right side 
Upshift Paddle.  In this mode, the car will automatically upshift at redline.  If you press the “M” 
button in the center console, you get Full Manual Mode.  There's no time out, and the car won't 
upshift at redline.

	 Hold the left side Downshift Paddle, the DCT will serve up the lowest possible gear. Do 
that while braking, and the transmission will keep downshifting as engine speed allows.

Pulling both paddles at the same time is equivalent to pushing in the clutch pedal on a manual 
car, which allows you to rev the C8's new V-8 as much as you want.

	 The paddles are directly wired to the transmission control module (TCM) for quicker 
response times.  This doesn't mean the paddles will give you a downshift that over-revs the 
engine—the TCM prevents that.

	 With the C8's Performance Launch Mode, the car uses the inertia of the engine coming 
down between revs to propel the car forward.

	 You can avoid V4 Mode using the “M” manual button or temporally for 5 seconds after 
pulling the last shift paddle.  The new "Z" Mode comes from the factory set up as an extra 
sporty mode including shift schedules pulled from the "Track" mode, so that will be V8 only. 
You can customize "Z" Mode any way you want, so if you elect another shift pattern, V4 mode 
will return.

	 Of course, in light of the fact that the DCT does have clutches and it does actually shift 
gears, and since GM does have a patent on Clutch-By-Wire technology, maybe they can find 
space on the center console for a real live shifter!  And maybe even a third pedal on the floor 
that you can still feather and that does the same thing as the wheel mounted shift paddles! And 
if we are really lucky, maybe it will even show up on the upcoming Z06!  The Corvette World 
would then be back in Sync.
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2020 Corvette Stingray’s LT2 V-8 engine and dual-clutch 
transmission (not actual size) - Chevrolet Pressroom 
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On February 9, LICOA held its 
annual Valentines brunch at 
Captain Bill’s in Bay Shore. 
The event was sold out and 

this new venue provided 
spectacular views of the 

marina and Great South Bay. 
 The room was spacious and 

the food was very good, 
offering us many choices.  I 

want to thank Nancy and Joe 
McCormack who co-chaired 
this event along with my wife, 
Josephine, for all their hard 

work in organizing the brunch. 
 The 50/50 was healthy and 
there were many Valentines 
raffle gifts for the ladies.  I 
want to thank all that came 
and helped make this a fun 

and successful event.


Rich Massa, Chair
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	 One thing that has always been a mystery to me, besides why they can charge you 
$5.00 for an egg on a bagel when you can buy 36 eggs at BJs for the same price, is the 
difference between big block and small block V-8s.  This was a point of discussion at our 
weekly Saturday morning meetup at Gold & Meyer’s in Farmingdale, and I was referred to an 
article that states it has nothing to do with displacement.

	 It seems that the difference between a big block and small block is based upon the 
distance between the center of the cylinder bore and the center of the adjacent cylinder.  Or to 
put it in simpler terms, “da middle of da pistons next to each udder.” (I’m from Brooklyn).

	 So basically you can have a small block 427 versus a big block 427.  The difference 
would be that the big block would have more metal between the pistons.  In the case of the 
Chevrolet small block, the cylinders have a 4.40 inch spacing and a Chevrolet big block has a 
spacing of 4.84 inches, which means there’s more “stuff” between the cylinders.  Now thats 
cleared up there will be a quiz 

	 As for advantages and disadvantages of each, I can only state my own experience as to 
the difference being that the modern day 427 small block that Chevy put in the Corvette is like 
having a thoroughbred race horse.  It’s temperamental and has to be respected because of the 
great speed, and if treated wrong it will break down.  It can’t be abused because given the 
chance it will make you sorry.  But it gets great mileage, is lighter, more compact and runs 
cooler than the big block.

	 To continue the horse analogy, the muscle car era 427 big block I would compare to a 
Clydesdale work horse.  Big and strong and good at just what it was designed to do; GO VERY 
FAST IN A STRAIGHT LINE.  And it brings beer (when needed).  But the mileage is in negative 
numbers.  But at that time gas was 35 cents a gallon.  The advantage of the big block can be 
summed up in three words; torque, Torque and TORQUE.

	 Basically, you’re comparing a race engine to a work engine.  The only similarity is that 
the displacement of each 427 is the same.


Keep the rubber down and outta the weeds


Z06Clif  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Clif Notes
By Clif Nagel, Contributing Editor

Mar 16  -  Tony Cardiello
Mar 16  -  Joseph Esposito
Mar 17  -  Jim Brosnan

Mar 18  -  Michael Blane
Mar 18  -  Jack McKie

Mar 18  -  Harvey Gluck
Mar 20  -  Richard Ford

Mar 20  -  Michangelo Vasco
Mar 21  -  Nick DeMarco
Mar 21  -  Ralph Gangale

Mar 23  -  Tom Reyer

Mar 24  -  Barry Weill
Mar 24  -  Lloyd Rosen

Mar 26  -  Janet Berruti
Mar 27  -  Randy Broger
Mar 27  -  Luddy Chirco

Mar 28  -  Raymond Klett
Mar 29  -  Richard Goehring
Mar 30  -  Walter Breslin

Mar 30  -  Phillip Schiavone
Mar 31  -  August McLaurin

April 1  -  Rob Silverman
April 2  -  Douglas Tons
April 3  -  Bill Rueck

April 3  -  Joseph Giaimo
April 4  -  Richard Catapano

April 4  -  Neal Cutrone
April 4  -  Mark Luck

April 6  -  Stephen Dondero
April 8  -  Mike Kelly

April 9  -  Vinnie Bruno
April 9  -  Julio Cordoba

BIRTHDAYS



The Corvette Courier March 2020

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. Page 11

Matrimonial & Family Law Firm 

• Divorce & Separation • Custody & Visitation  
• Child & Spousal Support • Complex High Net 

Worth Divorce • High Conflict Divorce  
• Financial Issues of Divorce • Asset & Property 

Division • Mediation • Pre/Post Nuptial 
Agreements • Orders of Protection/Domestic 
Abuse • Divorce: Special Needs Families • 

Grandparents’ Rights 

FREE CONSULTATION  
Call 516-773-8300 – www.lawjaw.com  

Lloyd C. Rosen, Esq. MEMBER LICOA 
Lloyd@lawjaw.com 

�  

YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE 

Contact Lloyd at 

EDITOR@LICOA.ORG

mailto:lloyd@lawjaw.com?subject=
mailto:EDITOR@licoa.org
mailto:EDITOR@licoa.org
mailto:lloyd@lawjaw.com?subject=
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Help spread the word about LICOA.  Members are the life blood of 
the club - the more members, the healthier the club!


Print and cut out these cards.  Hand them out to other Corvette 
owners you meet, or leave them on any parked Corvettes you see. 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Nice car!  We LOVE Corvettes! 
Check out the Long Island Corvette Owners Association at www.LICOA.org.


Club members enjoy:

Monthly meetings

Club newsletter


Car shows and displays

Memorial Day parade


Social events

Caravans


Annual picnic/BBQ

Summer getaways. . . and more


Nice car!  We LOVE Corvettes! 
Check out the Long Island Corvette Owners Association at www.LICOA.org.


Club members enjoy:
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Car shows and displays

Memorial Day parade
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Caravans


Annual picnic/BBQ

Summer getaways. . . and more
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2020 BYO Corvette or $60,000 Cash Option 
Friday, April 24, 2020 at 3 pm CT 

6.2 Liter V8 High-Output 495 Horsepower Engine


Select Your Color and Options 

Factory Installed Options Only (All LPO or Dealer Installed 
Accessories Excluded).

Excludes Customer Selectable VIN, Build Your Own Engine, Special 
Edition Models or Packages, any options on constraint. 

Corvette Museum Delivery      


Tickets are $250 each and the raffle has 1500 
tickets.


NCM Offers Monthly Chance to Win a New Corvette

Each month, the National Corvette Museum holds raffles, where the prize is a new Corvette 
with Museum Delivery and a tour of the Bowling Green Assembly Plant.  These raffles have 
proven very popular, and are a great way for the Museum to raise money.  You must purchase 
the tickets by mail, or in person at the Museum.  For more information about current raffles, and 
to download and print the mail order form, click the following link: raffle.corvettemuseum.org.  
You may also contact our own NCM Delegates (see page 2).  Because of LICOA’s support of 
the NCM, each month, we will feature one of the upcoming Corvette raffles here in the Corvette 
Courier.  Good luck to everyone who enters!  Be sure to let us know if you or someone you 
know wins!

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
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NY Defensive 
Driving Course

March 21st 
1:00 PM-3:00 PM
$55.00 PP
Chair: Tom D. 516-993-7418

Venue: North Bellmore Library 
1551 Newbridge Road, North Bellmore, NY 11710

Provides for a 
discount on 
your insurance

This event has been canceled. 

We will notify you if w
e are able to reschedule.
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	 Hello LICOA.  I wanted to briefly share my experience attending the Ron Fellows 
Performance Driving School at Spring Mountain Motor Resort.  I went to the resort to attend 
the C7 Corvette Owner’s Course.


	 On Friday, January 24, I flew to Las Vegas.  My best friend, John Amabile, attended the 
course with me and flew from Virginia to Las Vegas, and met 
me at the airport.  Some of you might have met John at 
Carlisle or during last year’s at the North Fork Caravan.  At the 
airport, we rented a car, and drove an hour and fifteen minutes 
to the resort.  The Spring Mountain facility is very nice and the 
lodging accommodations were also top notch.  I had a suite, 
which included a king-sized bed and kitchen.  Once we were 
situated, we went out to dinner in Pahrump and then to the 
grocery store to grab some snacks and coffee creamer.  


	 On Saturday morning, we started the day at 6:30 am 
and met for breakfast at the resort clubhouse.  At 7:15 am we 
had our first meeting to complete registration, which was to 
sign the insurance waiver!  Gulp.  When you register for the 
course, you are asked to provide your Corvette’s VIN.  When 
you arrive on the first day of training, you are assigned a 
comparable Corvette with the same platform, engine, and 
transmission as the one you own.  We learned that all of the 
Corvettes at the school had all comfort options and were 
either 3LTs or 3LZs.  I had a Z51 Automatic and John had a 
Z06, 7-speed manual. 


	 From 8:00 am through 4:00 pm, both Saturday and 
Sunday, we were in driver training.  The training was a lot of fun 
and I learned many really cool things about the C7 Corvettes.  Along with the classroom 
portion, there was also a lot of driving!  Some of the practical driving applications included 
maximizing the anti-lock braking systems, steering control, gearing and braking, and of course 

‘spirited’ driving on the road course!  We drove 
the Corvettes four times performing drills, eight 
times on the road course, and a ninth time with 
one of the Instructors driving the Corvette you 
were assigned, with you as passenger.  That 
ninth time in the Corvette was my absolute 
favorite.  My Instructor really laid into the Z51 
and it performed incredibly.  


	 The instructors were great!  
Knowledgeable, professional and friendly.  Our 
class included 12 other Corvette owners, and 
we all quickly became friends!  The class also 
included breakfast and lunch both days, and for 
dinner, we went out to eat with several of our 
new friends/classmates.  There were so many 
fun things that we did with the Corvettes, and I 
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am proud to say I drove the wheels off that thing (not really)!  I did drive the car pretty hard and 
what impressed me the most were capabilities of our C7s and how hard they can be pushed.  I 
did bring a 32 GB disk and used the Performance Data Recorder on my assigned car, 
capturing almost every driving event on video.


	 The resort is top-notch from the lodging, facilities, classroom, clubhouse, training areas, 
and the reception office, which is also the resort 
store.  The store offered clothing items for C7, C7 
Z51, C7 Z06, and C7 ZR1.  They also offered Ron 
Fellows Spring Mountain clothing.


	 The resort is not only for Corvettes.  The resort is 
similar to a membership golf course, but for people 
who race cars.  There were Porches, Lotus, and 
many other race cars on the tracks and at the resort 
while we were there.  Also, we did see six C8s locked 
in a garage.  We asked the Lead Instructor if we 
could see them, and unfortunately, they were not 
allowed to show them off yet.  The Instructors were 
already training with the C8 and had completed a 
couple of courses for Corvette Dealers.  The 
instructors briefly described their personal history of 
teaching C5, C6, and C7.  They also shared that the 
C8 was absolutely amazing and that they once 
believed the C7 would never be out-done until 

Corvette rolled out the C8!  They also described some of the improved features on the C8 and 
how GM/Chevrolet really advanced the C8 using everything they had learned from previous 
generations of Corvettes.


	 Finally, when we finished the course, we drove back to Las Vegas, stayed that evening 
at the Venetian, and then flew home on Monday, January 27th.  I really enjoyed myself and am 
glad that I attended the course.  If you have a C7 and have not gone to the course, I would 
recommend that you do.  The school 
will continue to train C7s for up to one 
year after that last C7 rolled off the 
assembly line.  This course not only 
showed you the capabilities of the C7, 
but also taught you many skills you can 
use everyday to safely handle and 
control that beast in the garage. If any 
of you have or are planning on 
purchasing a C8, I also recommend you 
attend that Owner’s Course!


	 Please contact me if you have 
any questions about my experience!  I 
can be reached via email at 
capt43@optonline.net  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ALL CAR SHOW

- J U D G E D S H O W -

- L I C O A -  

- 2 0 2 0 -  

Chair: Tom D. 516-993-7418
Co-Chair: Sergio S. 516-850-3783 •Co-Chair: Lloyd R. 516-773-8304

Co-Chair: Dan R. 631-793-3176 • Co-Chair: Joe M. 917-743-1119

Vanderbilt Museum, 180 Little Neck Road, Centerport, N.Y. 11721 • 631-854-5579

Registration day of event 
Registration for both Display and Judged Cars between 7:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Sponsored by: LONG ISLAND CORVETTE OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
Please visit our website www.licoa.org and Facebook page

Dash Plaques for the first 100 Cars • Raffles • 50/50 • Live Music • Food Vendors • Face Painting

VANDERBILTVANDERBILT
Mansion | Museum | Planetarium

S U F F O L K  C O U N T Y

This event has been canceled. 

We will notify you if w
e are able to reschedule.
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LICOA’s General Membership Meeting Minutes March 4, 2020 
Held at the North Bellmore Library, 1551 Newbridge Road, Bellmore NY 11710 

Board Members Present: Ed Stichweh, Tom Donato, John DiBlasi, Dan Rodriguez, Gene Doyle 

The meeting was opened at 7:02PM by president Ed Stichweh with a call for the Pledge of Allegiance and 
a moment of silence for the men and women of the Armed Forces 

SPECIAL NOTICE: 03/14/20 Motor Car Classics event has been Cancelled 

Welcome New Members 
Philip Boystak 2002 Pewter Convertible 
Tom Sugar 1968 Red 
Bert Coane 1981 original owner 
Kyle Pontious 2005 Red 
Ed Hatton 2018 ZO6 Gray 

50/50 Raffles being sold tonight 

REPORTS FROM THE BOARD 
President: Ed Stichweh please check the table in the back there are flyers for LICOA upcoming events. 
Membership renewals should be in by now. 
Vice President: Tom Donato reported everything is set for the Defensive Driving Course on March 21 at 
the North Bellmore Library at 1 PM; also we are set for a Vanderbilt all-car show on May 3rd, Long Island 
Cares will be there and live music from the School of Rock. 
Secretary: Gene Doyle reminded everyone to sign in; if your name is not there please write it in.  He also 
reminded the members there will be a review of the club By-Laws and members that have any ideas for 
changes should send them via email to the Secretary or any Board member. 
Treasurer: John DiBlasi delivered treasury report to the membership 
Governor: Nothing to report 
First Alternate: Nothing to report 
Second Alternate: Nothing to report 

REPORTS OF APPOINTED POSITIONS 
Internet: Ed said the original website is up and running; he is still working on GoDaddy.  New members 
should make sure we have your email address 
Membership: Jesse Atchison/Gerge Reich reported that we have 200 paid members 
Newsletter: Lloyd Rosen plans to have the March issue out by 3/13/20 
Senior Judge: Rick Erdody/Gene Doyle reported judging tech session will be April 18th at the North 
Bellmore Library at 9 AM; Rick, Gene and Bob S. are preparing for the session. 
Qualifying Judge: Nothing to report 
Merchandise: Ed said we will be looking into some different shirts this year and he will get some 
samples; also the members can order them directly and they will be shipped to their home 
Good & welfare: Bob Spinicchia nothing to report 
Equipment Manager: Ken Schnabel reported he will have the trailer inspected this month. 
Club Historian: Bob Pandy nothing to report 
Show Coordinator: Sergio Srica still working on some events nothing to report at this time 
EMRA: Ed Bradley nothing to report 
VA Liaison: George Reich read two letters received from the VA thanking LICOA for their support. On 
4/05/20 there will be an Easter Bagel run to the VA Northport Hospital. He collected $340 from the 
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members at the last meeting that will be used to provide Easter gifts to the veterans; the club will supply 
the bagels. 
NCM Delegate: Jim Record reported the factory shipped the first 100 new 2020 Corvettes. When you 
purchase items from the Museum, please remember to mention LICOA so the club gets credit 

OLD BUSINESS 
>Valentine Brunch- Rich Massa reported the event was a big success. He said in order to get Captain 
Bill’s for next year, we need to give them a deposit now.  President Ed Stichweh asked for a show of 
hands to approve giving a deposit.  There were no objections so the Board approved giving the deposit 
for Sunday 2/7/20. 

NEW BUSINESS 
>Motor Car Classics 3/14/20 CANCELED 
>Defensive Driving 3/21/20 starts 1PM North Bellmore Library Tom Donato 
>VA Easter run George Reich 9AM meet at the Northport Hospital 
>Vanderbilt All-Car show 5/3/20 Tom Donato live music 
>Atlantic Chevrolet Corvette show 6/7/20  rain date 6/14/20 
>North Fork Caravan 6/20/20 see Greg Von Urff 
>Summer Get Away 7/24/20 see Jesse Atchison/George Reich Newport 

DATES LOCKED IN 
03/21/20 Defensive Driving class Tom Donato CANCELED 
04/05/20 VA Easter Run George Reich CANCELED 
04/12/20 Easter 
04/18/20 Judging tech session Rick Erdody, Gene Doyle, Bob Spinicchia CANCELED 
05/03/20 Vanderbilt All Car Show Tom Donato CANCELED 
05/10/20 Mother’s Day 
05/16/20 Gold Coast Scavenger Hunt Lloyd Rosen 
05/25/20 Memorial Day Parade Lloyd Rosen 
06/07/20 Atlantic Chevrolet Corvette Show 
06/14/20 Atlantic Chevrolet Corvette show rain date 
06/20/20 North Fork Caravan Greg Von Urff 
06/21/20 Father’s Day 
06/27/20 Barrett-Jackson Mohegan Sun Bus trip Rich Massa, Bob Guttilla 
07/24/20 Summer Weekend Get Away Jesse Atchison, George Reich 
08/02/20 LICOA Picnic Lido Beach Tom Donato, Bob Spinicchia 
08/27/20 Corvettes at Carlisle Tom Donato 
09/20/20 Northport Veterans Hospital All-Car Show George Reich 
12/06/20 Annual Awards Dinner Dan and Christine Rodriguez 

DATES TBD 
Bristol Display 
Fall Atlantic Chevrolet All-Car show 
Vettes and Jets 

NON-SPONSORED EVENTS 
04/25/20 TOBAY Beach All Car Show must register on line see Phil Kalmus 
06/14/20 St. Anthony’s All Car Show see Rich Massa 
09/13/20 Malba All-Car show see Mike Fazio 

Special Guest: Carl Melendez from 631 Coatings in Farmingdale gave a presentation on how to take 
care of your cars and what types of treatment should be used to keep your car’s finish bright and shiny. 
Several of LICOA members have had their cars treated by 631 Coatings and they highly recommend 
them. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:46PM 
Submitted by: Gene Doyle 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	 Our attempt to conduct the LICOA Gold Coast Rally last year was torpedoed 
due to a lack of insurance.  This year, we are restructuring the event as a Scavenger 
Hunt.  It will have all the fun and excitement of a combined scavenger hunt, contest of 
wits, pleasure cruise and Long Island exploration, all in one event.  With the help of a 
smartphone, you will solve riddles, figure out waypoints and the best routes to get 
there, collect items, earn points, and enjoy a delightfully scenic drive along the way.  At 
the end, points will be tallied, trophies awarded, and stories of the adventure will be 
shared among all participants.

	 THIS IS NOT A SPEED EVENT OR A RACE!!!  You will be penalized for unsafe 
driving.  The idea is to enjoy a leisurely drive, enjoy the scenery, and have fun.

	 It will be an event that you’ll be sorry to miss.

	 Join us on May 16 (subject to change) for this unique event.  This is a rain or 
shine event.  You’ll want to use your Corvette (who wouldn’t) but it is not required - it 
will be fun in almost any kind of vehicle (no Zambonis allowed).

	 The participation fee will be $25 per vehicle.  We will provide more information in 
advance of the event.  If you’re interested in participating, please send an email to 
LCRESQ@aol.com.


Join us for the Bellmore Memorial Day Parade on May 25, 2020 
(weather permitting), where LICOA pays tribute to our past 
Service Men and Women who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our Freedom.  If you would like to participate with your 
Corvette in the parade, please send an email to 
Editor@LICOA.org.  We will be meeting at 8:30 am for the 
parade which starts at 10:00 am, and expect to be finished by 
noon.  The exact location of the meeting place in Bellmore will 
be announced as soon as possible.  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The Gold Coast Rally Scavenger Hunt
by Lloyd Rosen
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LICOA Members may place free classified ads for any 
Corvette vehicles or Corvette-related merchandise.  Send 
your ads and photos to Editor@LICOA.org.  

FOR SALE: C7 Stingray Z51 Base coupe 
accessories for sale as a set:  

Covercraft brand NOAH custom car cover; 
purchased for $300 
California Pop top exterior sun shade; purchased 
for $75.00 
Heatshield brand transparent top shade; 
purchased for $40.00 
   = over $400 set value 
All in excellent condition; Free local drop-off; 
Asking $150 everything 

Earl Heron; earlheron@hotmail.com, 
917-685-7364 (4/20).

FOR SALE:  1967 Corvette vinyl hardtop 

Fits 1963-67 but is specifically correct for 
1967. Excellent stainless trim, headliner, 
and weatherstripping. Vinyl has one minor 
blemish. Window has minor scratching. 
Missing one hold down latch. Asking $2,600.  
Hank Sarno; sron48@excite.com, 
516-650-9095 

mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Classified%20ad
mailto:sron48@excite.com
mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Classified%20ad
mailto:sron48@excite.com
mailto:earlheron@hotmail.com
mailto:earlheron@hotmail.com
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Date (R/D) Show / Event Location Chairs/Co-Chairs 

2/9  Valentine’s Brunch  Capt. Bill’s   Massa R. & J., McCormack J. & N. 

Canc’d  Open House   Motorcar Classics, Farmingdale Massa, Guttilla 

Canc’d  Defensive Driving Course  N. Bellmore Library  Donato 

Canc’d  VA Easter Run   Northport VA Hospital  Reich, Capasso, Albanese 

Canc’d  LICOA Judging Tech Session TFCU Hauppauge    Doyle, Erdody, Spinicchia 

4/25  Tobay Classic Car Show  Tobay Beach   Kalmus, Massa, Rosen 

Canc’d  Vanderbilt All-Car Show  Vanderbilt Museum, Centerport Donato, Srica, Rosen, Rodriguez, McCormick 

5/16  LICOA Gold Coast Scavenger hunt Closely Guarded Secret (for now) Rosen, Donato 

5/25  Bellmore Memorial Parade  Bellmore   Rosen, Kalmus, Fazio, Srica 

6/7 (6/14) Spring Judged Show  Atlantic Chevrolet, Bay Shore  

6/14  Centurion Cruisers Car Show St. Anthony’s HS   Massa, Albanese, Guttilla 

6/20  Cruise to the North Fork  Riverhead   Von Urff, LaSalla 

6/27  Barrett-Jackson Bus Trip   Mohegan Sun,  CT   Massa, Guttilla 

Jul 24-26 LICOA Weekend Getaway  TBA    Atchison, Reich 

8/2  LICOA Annual Picnic  Lido Beach Park   Donato, Spinicchia 

Aug 27-29 Corvettes at Carlisle  Carlisle, PA   Donato 

9/13  Malba Car Display   Malba, Queens   Biancaniello, Fazio 

9/20  VA Car Display/Show  Northport VA Hospital  Reich 

12/6  LICOA Awards Dinner  Chateau La Mer, Lindenhurst Rodriguez, C. & D. 

TBA  Bristal Display   Bristal Residences, East Meadow  

TBA  Flynn’s Boat Trip Dinner  Flynn’s, Fire Island   

TBA  Atlantic Fall Show  Atlantic Chevrolet   

TBA  Vettes & Jets   American Airpower Museum Rosen, Kalmus, Srica, Spinicchia 

Green Events - Completed 

CO-CHAIRS AND EVENT HELPERS NEEDED!  CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER

Calendar of Events for 2020
All events subject to change
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	 One of the worst nightmares, that a Corvette owner should never have!!!

	 In the months/years leading up to my retirement in July of 2011, I made sure my kids 
were educated and out of the house, all capital improvements were made on my house, the 
mortgage and all major expenses were paid, made provisions for the purchase of a new car of 
her choice for my wife, and; made assurances to my wife that traveling and other fun activities 
were included on the retirement agenda going forward.  In other words, I set the stage for the 
purchase of a 2011 Grand Sport Corvette.  It was the buy of a lifetime and something I had 
delayed for 44 years, when I finally was able to put myself first.  I drove that car for 8 years, 
enjoyed every minute and experienced absolutely no problems, issues or concerns.  It was an 
emotional high that I’m sure that all of us experience as Corvette owners.

	 Along came 2019, and I thought that I could repeat the experience and roll into a 2019 

Grand Sport Corvette.  So, during the 
summer of 2019, I negotiated with 
MacMulkin Chevrolet to buy and pick 
up my 2011 Corvette in trade and 
deliver a new 2019 Long Beach Red 
Grand Sport Corvette to my home.  
The trailer arrived on August 1st and 
when the driver placed the C7 on my 
driveway, IT WAS PURE EMOTIONAL 
JOY AND EXCITEMENT; and the icing 
on the cake was that even my wife 
loved it!

	 The first challenge was to register 
the car, which took approximately 2 
weeks by the time I received all the 
original paperwork and multiple visits 
to NYS DMV.  I put this stress aside 
because I was looking forward to 
taking the car on an extended drive.  I 

did that in the middle of August and 
drove the car out east to have lunch with a friend of mine.  However, during the drive I 
experienced four symptoms:

	 a) The fuel gauge was inoperable

	 b) The digital fuel gauge indicator was inoperable

	 c) The engine light stayed on consistently

	 d) The fuel tanks could not be filled (when attempting to fuel the car, the fuel nozzle kept 
clicking to the off position and the tanks could’t be filled; thereby putting me in position where 
the level of fuel in the vehicle was unknown

	 I called the dealer in Smithtown and was told to bring the car in for repair on September 
10.  At the end of the day, I was told that the car was repaired.  When I spoke to the service 
technician, he explained to me that all he had to do was to reset the appropriate codes. 
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A New Owner’s Struggle with a C7 Grand Sport
by Anthony Savino
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	 So I took the car home and and on September 23 decided to go for another extended 
ride down to Ocean Parkway.  After about 50 miles into the ride, I looked down at the fuel 
gauge and noticed that the same four symptoms appeared again.  So, the next day I took the 
car back to the same dealer in Smithtown and left it there for repair.  At the end of the day, I 
went to the dealer and spoke to the service advisor, the Service Manager, and the service 
technician. They all left me with the impression that they had no idea what the problem(s) were 
and left me without a path to a solution.  My heart sank.

	 When I attended the October LICOA meeting, I reached out to fellow club members and 
was pointed in some possible directions; one of them being to take the car to Robert Chevrolet 
and speak to the mechanic named Ozzie.  I did that on October 18 and for the next 6 days, O 
Ozzie attempted to repair the car.  At the suggestion of a club member, I also concurrently 
started a service complaint case with General Motors.  This complaint case was generated at 
the regional service level.  I thought that between the case that I initiated and the one that 
Ozzie started with the GM Engineering Department, that we would get results. After 6 days, 
Ozzie thought that he fixed the car.  He replaced the fuel tank sensor.

	 I then took the car home and for another 50 mile test drive and found that the same 4 
symptoms reoccurred.  On October 28, I took the car back to Ozzie at Robert Chevrolet.  He 
was experiencing difficulty with the GM Engineering Department and I was not getting any 
success with the regional service complaint case; so I decided to contact Mary Barra, the CEO 
of General Motors.  Within one day, I received a call from GM’s Executive Resolution Center 
where they reassigned me a new case number and assured me results.  I also received a call 
from the Long Island General Service Manager who assured me that in the end that I would be 
very satisfied.  He never followed through with 
his commitment to me.  Since the car had 
been in for repair for 64 days with 4 attempts 
and 2 different dealerships, I concurrently 
contacted a Lemon Law attorney and 
opened a case as a backup alternative in 
case GM didn’t follow through with pursuing 
successful results.  After 8 weeks (56 days), 
on the fourth attempt, Ozzie called me and 
said he believed that the car is 99% 
repaired. The gas tanks were replaced, the 2 
fuel sensors were replaced and all related 
fuel piping in the rear was replaced.  All it 
needed was another test drive for at least 50 
miles, better if driven for more than 200 
miles.  However, it was now winter, and 
summer tire limitations precluded such 
actions.  So I had GM pay to trailer the car to 
my home.  GM offered a nominal settlement 
for my loss but it was not acceptable. Therefore, as a result of these latest developments, and 
since the car had more repair time logged than actual enjoyment time, my Lemon Law case is 
still open, where hopefully, an acceptable resolution can be achieved prior to the opening 
Spring season this year.   

	 So Beware and Be Warned.  Just a few tips for One of the worst nightmares that a 
Corvette owner SHOULDN'T have!!! 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	 The Spring Car Show at TOBAY Beach is scheduled for Saturday 4/25/2020.  The rain 
date is Sunday 4/26/2020.  If you plan to attend and want to join other LICOA members, we 
will be attending this event as a club participation event.

	 Please pre-register for the event by going to the event website, CarShowLI.com.  The 
pre-registration fee is $15.00.  Absolutely no entry fees will be collected by the club.  If you do 
not register on-line, then you will have to pay the higher amount at the gate.  As instructed from 
the website, print out your paid receipt, which you will place on the dash, day of the show to let 
you in as a paid participant.

	 LICOA will also give all who are registered and attending a sheet with “LICOA” printed 
on it, to also leave on the dash to indicate to the show organizers which cars are to be parked 
together as a club group.

	 We will meet  in Wantagh Park; 1st parking lost opposite the mini-golf, as soon as you 
enter the park.  We will leave the park at 7:30 am sharp, so please arrive at the park between 
7-7:20 am.

	 Please let any of the chairs know that you have registered and will be attending the 
event with the club.  This way we will able to give the ToOB (Sarah) an actual car count.  See 
you all at the park on April 25.

Phil K. (516-286-2252); Lloyd R. (LCRESQ@aol.com); Rich M. (631-816-3942)


Our main focus at 631 Coatings is prevention.  631 Coatings prides itself on only using 
industry-leading products from SunTek, Ceramic Pro and Glassparency. 
Surface preparation is critical for the right look.  Our team of over 30 years experience have 
been featured at the SEMA show in Las Vegas, in various printed and social media publications 
and have worked on some of the most unusual cars on the road.  
Look for us in an upcoming issue of PPF magazine. 

Weekly highlights can be found on our instagram #631coatings and 
Facebook pages. 
If you are in the area - or want to take a ride! Come visit us at 631 
Coatings 258 Broadhollow Rd. (Rt 110) Farmingdale NY, phone 
631-865-3456

All LICOA members will receive discount pricing when scheduling 
full service clear bra and ceramic coating protection packages. 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Spring Car Show at TOBAY Beach
by Phil Kalmus, Chair
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_____________________________________________________________ 

You Are Invited to 
    Speaker Series #2: The Quest Documentary 

 
Presented by 

Kevin MacKay of  Corvette Repair, Inc. 
& 

Your Metro-LI Chapter, NCRS 
 

Saturday, April 4th, 2020        
01:00 to 04:00 PM 

 
Bethpage Public Library 

47 Powell Avenue 
Bethpage, NY11714 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

********There is NO charge to attend, but you MUST register in advance!******** 
 
 

www.MetroLI.org  
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