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LICOA Mission Statement 
To promote good fellowship, cooperation and mutual interest among 
owners of Corvette Automobiles. To encourage, without profit to the 

corporation, interest and pride in the ownership of Corvettes. To 
promote interest in and encourage the science, skill and ability of 

driving the Corvette. To encourage the various sporting activities in 
which Corvette automobiles can legally participate. To provide social 

activities and recreation for our members.
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	 Recently, I have been thinking back to the earlier days of the pandemic, and have been 
remembering some of the “good” parts.  I’m not insensitive to the many we have lost, and my 
heartfelt condolences to everyone who has been personally affected by the pandemic.  But for 
the rest of us, we have experienced something that occurs (hopefully) only once in a few 
lifetimes.  The pandemic actually required us to slow down, to spend time with family, to 
actually enjoy some leisure time away from the hustle and bustle of a busy office environment.  
Many of you retired folks are thinking, “yeah, so what?”  I’m not talking to you.  Go back to 
your crossword puzzles.

	 I have been working as a trial lawyer for more than a 
quarter-century now.  My daily routine has included going to Court 
to appear on one or more pending matters, then going to the office 
to answer phones, return emails, prepare motion papers and get 
ready for the next day’s Court appearances.  In March, 2020, we 
were all told by our government leaders, the newscasters on our 
televisions, the headlines in our newspapers, and our bosses and 
co-workers, “go home and stay there ‘till it’s safe to come out 
again.”  I’m not an essential worker, so for a couple of months I 
was working almost entirely from home (one of the lucky ones to 
still have a job).  I went in to the office a couple of days a week for 
a few hours at a time to pick up files, to return phone calls, and 
then do some paperwork, but most of my time was spent working 
from home.  Driving to my office became a surreal experience.  
Until then, an empty LIE in the middle of a weekday was 
unimaginable, but here I was, driving to and from my office in 
record time, never having to even tap my brake pedal.  The skies 
were devoid of air traffic, just like in the weeks after 9/11 twenty 
years ago (has it been 20 years already?!)

	 Those who were out on the roads drove like they were on 
the Autobahn, driving as fast as they wanted without any concern 
for police intervention.  Yes, I’m sure many of them were cops 
themselves, but many were not.  My time at home allowed me to 
spend some additional time caring for my Corvette.  True, with all 
car shows and LICOA events cancelled, there wasn’t anywhere to 
go, but it was enjoyable to just get in the car and drive.  I remember one day last summer when 
my wife and I got in the Corvette and just took a drive to Jones Beach.  The roads were empty, 
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OFFICIAL L.I.C.O.A. Inc. WEB SITE:  http://www.LICOA.org 
General Business Meetings, First Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 8:00 PM

Next Meeting: September 1, 2021
NOTE NEW MEETING LOCATION: We are going back to in-person monthly meetings.  

Bellmore Memorial Library, 2288 Bedford Ave, Bellmore - one block south of Sunrise Highway on 
Bedford Avenue.  PARKING IS LIMITED, and is primarily street parking. 

Board of Directors Meetings, Third Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Next Meeting: The BOD meetings will be closed until further notice due to COVID-19 

A Reluctant Return to Normal
by Lloyd Rosen, Editor-in-Chief

Lloyd with his 2011 Grand 
Sport Convertible

http://www.licoa.org
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and when we got to the beach, not only were we able to park in Field 6 (which I don’t think I 
have ever been able to do before without 
going to the beach at the crack of dawn), 
but the parking lot was near and every 
other parking spot was blocked off with an 
orange cone.  This was a situation custom-
made for Corvette drivers!  I could park my 
Corvette at the beach, and NOBODY could 
park in the spot next to me - on either side!  
And gasoline was readily available for less 
than $2.00 per gallon.  Pure bliss!

	 Nearly a year and a half later, we 
are still dealing with the pandemic.  Things 
are slowly returning to some form of the 
pre-pandemic “normal”, but not entirely.  
We have been able to enjoy many LICOA 
events this year, and the store shelves are 
once again full of toilet paper, paper towels 
and hand sanitizer.  People are going back 
to work at their offices, they’re riding on 
trains and planes again, and we can interact with other people without treating them as if 
they’re radioactive.  But the downside - traffic has returned to rush hour, gasoline is over $3.00 
per gallon, and I can’t find a parking spot at the beach.

	 The past month has been incredibly busy for me, and a small part misses the earlier, 
laid back days of the pandemic.  I don’t miss the fear and panic, the unemployment, the empty 
store shelves, and the constant barrage of contradictory information that changed on a daily 
basis, but I do miss being forced to slow down, spend some more leisure time at home with 
the family, and with the Corvette.

	 As I write this, the summer of 2021 is nearing its conclusion.  Take the opportunity to 
get the Corvette out for a drive.  You don’t need a particular destination, just get in the car, hit 
the open road, and see where the wind takes you.  Pack a bag and make it an overnight trip.  
Why not?  New York has some amazing and beautiful scenic drives and landscapes, although 
you may have to leave Long Island to get there (I know, it means taking a ferry or, heaven 
forbid, driving your Corvette across a bridge), but do it while you can.  Aside from getting your 
Corvette on a race track, I can think of no more pleasant way to enjoy your Corvette.  If you’re 
looking for a destination, Corvettes at Carlisle is a great event for all Corvette fans, and you’ll 
enjoy a drive through some of Pennsylvania’s scenic farmland.  Make sure you visit the LICOA 
tent for a cold drink and to rest your feet for a while.  Enjoy the remaining warm days of 
summer before winter gets here and confines us to our homes again.
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	 We had a great start to August with our annual LICOA BBQ with 125 attendees and 
great weather.  The club came out ahead this year with costs of the BBQ falling within the given 
budget we set.  Other than the coffee pot issues, it was a success.  I’d like to thank all that 
chipped in and helped out as well as the chairs and co-chairs.  The next LICOA events will be 
Corvettes at Carlisle from August 26th to the 28th (booth A789) and 
the St. Anthony's Police Surgeons Show.

	 I have confirmation from Atlantic Chevrolet for a Fall Judged 
Show on October 17th.  We are working on other events and will 
inform the membership as we get solid dates.  Formal in-person 
LICOA meetings will start on September 1st at the Bellmore Memorial 
Library (on Bedford Avenue, south of Sunrise Highway).  It will be nice 
to see new and veteran members again.  I will send out an e-blast to 
remind everyone of the September meeting.

	 This is an election year for LICOA, so please keep your status 
active and sign all sign-in sheets at events attended to be eligible to 
vote for a new BOD for the next two years.  We will announce 
information on the voting procedure as we get closer to October. 
Please look out for e-blasts for new events.

	 Be safe and we will see you soon.


A memorial mass for Jimmy McQuade 

August 28th at 9:00 AM

St. Athanasius Roman Catholic Church

6115 Bay Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11204 

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. Page 5

President’s Message
By Ed Stichweh

Saturday Breakfast and Coffee 

8:00 AM  

Gold & Meyer’s Gourmet Deli 

Airport Plaza, Farmingdale
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Calendar of Events for 2021
All dates and events are subject to cancellation or change

Date (R/D) Show / Event Location Chairs/Co-Chairs
Jan 6 General Meeting Zoom 

Feb 3 General Meeting Zoom 

Mar 3 General Meeting Zoom 

Apr 7 General Meeting Zoom 

Apr 17 LICOA Judging Tech Session Zoom Erdody 

May 5 General Meeting  Zoom 

May 16 Corvette Judged Show Magalik 

May 31 Memorial Day Parade Rosen, Kalmus, Fazio 

Jun 2 General Meeting  

Jun 13 North Fork Picnic  LaSalla, Von Urff 

Jun 19 Hampton’s Luncheon Stichweh, Reich, Albanese 

Jun 27 Vanderbilt All-Car Show  Donato, Rosen, DiBlasi, Rodriguez 

Jul 7 General Meeting  

Jul 10 Vettes, Jets & Rockets Rosen, Spinicchia, Doyle 

Aug 1 LICOA Annual Picnic DiBlasi,   

Aug 4 General Meeting  

Aug 26-28 Corvettes at Carlisle 

Aug 29 Centurion Cruisers Car Show Massa 

Sep 1 General Meeting  

Sep TBD VA Car Show Reich 

Sep TBD Vettes & Jets Rosen, Kalmus, Spinicchia 

Oct 3 TOBAY Beach Classic 

Atlantic Chevrolet, Bay Shore 

Levittown 

Zoom 

Osprey’s Dominion, Peconic 

Hampton Bays 

cancelled 

Zoom 

Cradle of Aviation Museum  

Syosset/Woodbury Park 

Zoom 

Carlisle Fairgrounds, PA  

St. Anthony’s HS  

Bellmore Library 

Northport VA Hospital 

American Airpower Museum 

TOBAY Beach Kalmus, Rosen, Massa 

Oct 6 General Meeting  Nominations for Board of Directors 

Nov 3 General Meeting  Issuance of Ballots for Board of Directors Vote 

Dec 2 General Meeting  

Bellmore Library 

Bellmore Library 

Bellmore Library Board of Directors Election Results 

Dec 5 Awards Dinner TBD 

TBD Christmas at VA  Northport VA Hospital Reich 

Green Events - Completed 

CO-CHAIRS AND EVENT HELPERS NEEDED!  CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER
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Want to advertise in the LICOA Corvette Courier? 
Not only is our monthly club newsletter sent directly to all of our club members, it is also 
available to the general public as a free download on our website at www.LICOA.org.  Why not 
advertise your business and services, while supporting LICOA?


For more information, contact Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.
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LICOA CORVETTE COURIER ADVERTISING RATES
Ad Size Approx. Dimensions (W x H) 12 months 6 months

business card 3.5 x 2 inches $60 $40

1/4 page (wide) 7.5 x 2.5 inches $125 $75

1/4 page (tall) 3.5 x 4.5 inches $125 $75

1/2 page 7.5 x 5 inches $250 $150

full page 7.5 x 10 inches $500 $300

AUTOMOTIVE LIFT SPECIALISTS

DO YOU SPEND ALL YOUR TIME IN THE 
GARAGE WORKING ON YOUR CAR?

AUTOQUIP SALES INC.AUTOQUIP SALES INC.

Then you need to call AUTOQUIP we carry a full line of 
commercial & residential lifts 2 post, 4 post low rise, 
portable and full rise lifts if it rolls we can lift it!

SALES SERVICE AND INSTALLATION
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR:

MOHAWK & BACK YARD BUDDY
WE CAN INSTALL AND SERVICE ALL BRANDS OF LIFTS

AUTOQUIP SALES, INC.
290 WILLIS AVE., MINEOLA, NY 11501

TEL (516) 248-1277 • FAX (516) 877-9528
WEB SITE: AUTOQUIPSALES.COM  •   EMAIL: AUTQIPSALE@AOL.COM

MARK TULLEY & LOU COCCARO

http://www.licoa.org
mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Courier%20advertising
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	 This story has nothing really to do with my Corvette but it contains information 
about something that all cars, trucks and SUV’s have in common.  Whether it be 
electric, hybrid, Formula One race car, classic car, muscle car, stock car or modified 
car, they all have a steering wheel, unless it’s an early 20th century steamer, then it has 
a tiller, but I digress.

	 I noticed that the steering wheel on my wife’s car was stained, faded and worn 
out.  Her car is a 2012 model year, and the steering wheel looked horrible.  As it 
happens, make-up and hand sanitizer (both necessary things that I’m not going to 
confront her about) will accelerate the wear and aging process of the steering wheel.

	 But how to repair it without replacing the 
steering wheel?  One of those auto supply store 
wheel covers is a simple and effective fix, but I really 
didn’t like it the last time I did it back in the 80's on a 
1980 Celica.

	 I did some research on the subject and 
discovered a solution well known in the world of our 
motorcycles.  As you can imagine, the seats of 
motorcycles are exposed to a lot of wear (abrasive 
blue jeans, the sun’s UV light, heat, cold, rain, snow 
and ice).  Despite the daily assault on their seats, 
motorcycles riders have discovered a way to keep 
the seats of their bikes from getting worn out and 
aged.  It’s called "DOC BAILEY’S LEATHER CARE”.  
It’s easy to use and is good for anything leather and 
vinyl.  They have a formula for black leather and 
vinyl, and they have a clear formula that can be used 
for other colors.  Both versions are good for boots 
and briefcases, and motorcycle clothing, BUT it’s also good for leather interiors, 
sidewalls and side body moldings.  Anything black, and of course, steering wheels.

	 But before I replaced my driver’s seat covers on my 2006 Z06, I used it on the 
seats to refurbish the covers with excellent results.  So I guess this article is actually 
about Corvettes after all, just a bit.

	 Keep the rubber down and out of the weeds.


Z06Clif 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Clif Notes
By Clif Nagel, Contributing Editor

https://www.buydocbaileys.com/
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2021 EMRA Event Schedule - Ed Bradley, Representative
 

Sat, Apr 3 ☆ Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT 

Sat, May 22 - Sun, May 23 ☆ Palmer Motorsports Park, Palmer, MA 

Sat, Jul 10 - Sun, Jul 11 ☆ NJMP, Millville, NJ 

Sat, Oct 16 ☆ Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT 

https://www.emraracing.org/

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES

8/17 - Chris Waters
8/18 - Carolyn Monastero

8/19 - Joe Viola
8/20 - Greg Dilimentin
8/20 - William Young
8/21 - Wayne Goonan
8/22 - Len Williams

8/25 - Daniel Rodriguez
8/26 - John Nuzzi

8/27 - Anthony Crispino, Jr.

8/27 - Ken DeMatteo
8/28 - Peter Consalazio

8/28 - Mark Tulley
8/29 - Nick Lippi
8/29 - Rich Massa

8/29 - Larry Szybkowski

9/3 - Dennis Cirolla
9/4 - Dave Tenzer

9/5 - Ray Okurowski

9/8 - Phil Kostis
9/8 - Phyllis Thomas
9/11 - Kyle Pontious

9/13 - Scott Kreuscher
9/13 - George Reich
9/15 - Nick Fiorello
9/15 - Ed Hysyk

9/15 - Ezio Lunghi
9/15 - Rich McAllister
9/15 - Gerry White

5 Year:

Richard Boccard


15 year:

Vincent Capasso


20 year:

Rich Goehring

Jim Scarry

Mark Tulley

https://www.emraracing.org/
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	 The Incorporated Village of Massapequa Park invited LICOA to attend their 2021 Annual 
Independence Day Parade.  I had previously attended this event (when I was Governor of 
LICOA) when there was only room for one additional car at that time and the crowds became 
very excited and animated upon seeing my “pink” Corvette.  This year, the Incorporated Village 

of Massapequa Park sent me a formal invitation letter and 
application to attend their Independence Day Parade with 
more Corvettes.  The LICOA Board agreed to include 
LICOA in the Independence Day Celebration, and boy did 
we Celebrate, with a long line of beautiful Corvettes.  In 
fact the Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor, Joseph Saladino, 
joined in the parade (sitting atop a red corvette) waving to 
the crowds as it was driven along the parade route.  
Nassau County Executive Laura Curran walked the parade 
route amongst many other Town and County Officials.

	 As the parade 
arrived Downtown, 
the speaker at the 
Podium stated over 
the loudspeakers 

the name of our Club - “The Long Island Corvette 
Owners Association”.  In total, 13 LICOA members went 
past the podium with their flashy, highly polished and 
sparkling Corvettes (Ed Stichweh, Jayne Cafaro, Gino 
Albanese, Julie Albanese, Dan Rodriguez, Rich Magalik, 
Rich Massa, Tony Abuonagura, Chris Waters, Joe 
Decurzo, John Nuzzi, Milton Medina and Barry Amato).

	 It was a nice (about an hour long) parade that 
was very, very enjoyable, especially listening to all the 

cheers from 
many thousands 
of very vocal and animated crowds (lining the entire 
parade route).  This should be made an annual LICOA 
event. I want to express my special thanks to Gino 
Albanese for his great help as Co-Chair of this event 
that helped to make it the success it was!!

	 Hope all LICOA members had a wonderful and 
Happy Independence Day ... for 245 years now we 
Americans have celebrated our Nation’s many 
freedoms ... may we enjoy them ... forever!!  

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. Page 10

Massapequa Park Independence Day Parade
by Jane Cafaro, Chair
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You k!p cruisin’ and we’" k!p c#kin’
$5.00 O$ Any purchase of $25.00 or more.

• Valid in Bethpage only 
•  Not to be combined with any other offer. 
•  Not valid on uncooked poultry  

or catering Call:516-731-5500 
4321 Hempstead Tpke. 
Bethpage, New York 

Open Seven Days: 11:00am to 7:30pm

zornsofbethpage.com

LICOA-21

Divorce & Separation  
Custody & Visitation      
Child & Spousal Support
Complex High Net Worth Divorce
High Conflict Divorce
Financial Issues/Asset & Property Division
Mediation
Pre/Post Nuptial Agreements
Domestic Abuse/Orders of Protection
Divorce: Special Needs Families
Grandparents‘ Rights

FREE CONSULTATION
Call 516-773-8300       www.lawjaw.com

Lloyd C. Rosen, Esq. MEMBER LICOA
Lloyd@lawjaw.com

A Matrimonial and Family Law Firm
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LICOA Members may place free classified ads for any 
Corvette vehicles or Corvette-related merchandise.  Send 
your ads and photos to Editor@LICOA.org.  

FOR SALE:  1966 Corvette Roadster 
Original Born-With L79 327/350hp Motor; 4 Speed 
Synchromesh Manual Transmission; Milano Maroon/
Black Leather Interior/Black Top; Reproduction 
Knock-Off Wheels w/Gold Line Tires (less than 500 
miles); aftermarket Intake Manifold, Carburetor, Air 
Filter, Valve Covers, Harmonic Balancer (Correct ones 
included); New Rear Calipers, Brake Pads, and Inner 
Brake, Emergency Brake Setup, Heater Core, Battery 
Correct Shielding; Side Pipes; Completely Restored 
Impeccable Undercarriage; Power Antenna; AM/FM 
Radio; Rare Telescopic Steering Wheel 

For Detailed Pix and Video see website; Asking: 
$69,990; Call me direct for any further info and to 
discuss purchase, if interested. 
Hank Cell: 516-650-9095 (8/21). 

FOR SALE:  1987 Corvette Convertible 
A real trophy show winner   
Excellent Paint * Chrome Engine 
All New Tires * Mileage:  100,018 

Asking: $11,000; Call – 516-790-2350 for more 
information (9/21). 

FOR SALE:  Used Carbon Fiber Mamba Cold Air Intake 
For 2005 - 2013 C6 Corvettes with MAF change for the 
LS2, Direct bolt on with or without reprogramming for 
the LS3 and LS7 Z06 motors! Coupling and filter 
included 
Purchased new from ZIP CORVETTE - pricing for the 
whole setup, $940.00 +tax!  Had the setup on my 2007 
Z51 until I sold it, and forgot that I still had it until I 
started cleaning out my garage!! 

AUTHENTIC 2007 C6 Corvette Shop Repair 
Manuals!! It should also be usable in regards to 
2005 and 2006 C6 Corvettes with the LS2 engine; 
Ebay has the asking price at $250 and up for the 
AUTHENTIC 3 Volume set!!! 

All reasonable offers considered!  Ed Bradley, 
EMRA Rep., 516-710-3601 (10/21).

https://www.webeautos.com/details-1966-chevrolet-corvette-for_sale-used-19457ss126088.html
mailto:editor@licoa.org?subject=Classified%20ad
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2022 Elkhart Lake Blue Corvette Convertible 
Friday, September 3, 2021 at 3 pm CT 

6.2 Liter V8 High-Output 495 Horsepower Engine

Z51 Performance Package including Z51 Brembo Antilock Brakes, 
Z51 Rear Spoiler, Electronic Limited-Slip Differential, Michelin Pilot 
Sport 4S High Performance Run-Flat Summer-Only Tires and Heavy 
Duty Cooling System

Z51 Performance Suspension with Magnetic Selective Ride Control 

8-speed Dual Clutch Transmission includes Manual and 
Auto Modes

Performance Exhaust with Aggressive Exhaust 
Sound

5-Open Spoke Carbon Flash-Painted Aluminum 
Wheels with Machined Edge

Black-Painted Calipers

2LT Equipment Group with Jet Black Leather 
Interior including GT2 Bucket Seats, Bose Audio 
Performance Series Sound System, Performance 
Data and Video Recorder, Universal Home Remote 

Front Lift Adjustable Height with Memory

Carbon Flash-Painted Nacelles and Convertible 
Roof 

Carbon Flash Exterior Side Vents and Front/Rear 
Accents 

Carbon Flash Exterior Badge Package

Carbon Flash-Painted Outside Mirrors & Spoiler

HD Front and Rear Vision Cameras

Battery Protection Package

Front License Plate Bracket

Corvette Museum Delivery   


Tickets are $200 each and the raffle is limited to 
1500 tickets.


NCM Offers Monthly Chance to Win a New Corvette

Each month, the National Corvette Museum holds raffles, where the prize is a new Corvette 
with Museum Delivery and a tour of the Bowling Green Assembly Plant.  These raffles have 
proven very popular, and are a great way for the Museum to raise money.  You must purchase 
the tickets by mail, or in person at the Museum.  For more information about current raffles, 
and to download and print the mail order form, click the following link: 
raffle.corvettemuseum.org.  You may also contact our own NCM Delegate (see page 2).  
Because of LICOA’s support of the NCM, each month, we will feature one of the upcoming 
Corvette raffles here in the Corvette Courier.  Good luck to everyone who enters!  Be sure to let 
us know if you or someone you know wins!

NEW 
NCM has developed a raffle entry 

form that encrypts your credit 
card information, providing 

security and peace of mind! It's 
quick and easy to use.

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
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	 Pocono Raceway (https://877stockcar.com/pocono-raceway) offers several unique 
racing programs at their 2.5-mile banked Tri-Oval track nicknamed “The Tricky Triangle” in 
Pocono Plains, PA.  To quote their brochure: “This championship oval is a unique concept, 
bringing variety to oval racing.  The design brings into play three different radius turns, lengths 
of straightaway, and degrees of banking.  The first turn has a radius of 675 feet and 14° of 
banking.  The back straightaway is 3,055 feet in length.  The second turn has a radius of 750 
feet and 8° of banking.  The short straightaway has a length of 1,780 feet.  The third turn has a 
radius of 800 feet and 6° of banking. The main straightaway is 3,740 feet in length, the longest 
front-stretch in Motorsports. The tri-oval is 60-100 feet wide.”

	 The brochure also describes their Bring-Your-Own (BYO) Car with No Speed Limits, 
Driver Coaching and (2) 15-Minute Sessions on the 2.5-mile Superspeedway at Pocono 
Raceway.  “To be eligible for our Bring Your Own Car Experience you must complete or have 
completed one of our Stock Car Driving Experiences within 3 years.  If you have not yet 
participated in one of our Drive Experiences, you can combine our 10-Mile or 20-Mile Drive 
Experience with our Bring Your Own Car Experience on the same date.  Save over 10% off 
when purchasing our 10-Mile or 20-Mile Bring Your Own Car Combo Packages!” 2021 dates: 
May 26th, July 7th, August 6th, September 15th, and October 4th.

	 Now with all those informational quotes out of the way, and you have a better idea of 
what the Pocono Raceway is all about, let me tell you how the day unfolded when I took both 
of those options.

	 I wanted to see how well my C8 would run on a banked oval, so I signed up for their 
Bring-Your-Own (BYO) program.  To drive your own car on the Tri-Oval, you must first track 
qualify.  Qualifying consist of taking one of their Stock Car Driving Experiences, either 4 laps 

(10 miles-$599) or 8 laps (20 miles-$769).  Pricey 
for sure, but your driver certification lasts for 3 
years and is reset each time you go back and 
drive there.  “BYO” at least once each 3 years 
($199), and you don’t have to pay for the Stock 
Cars again.  It took me about 3 hours to drive to 
Pocono.  The class consist of a lecture, suiting 
up in one of their fire-retardant driving suits, 
getting a full-face helmet, and then heading out 
to the track.

	 I have driven NASCAR cars previously at 
the Richard Petty school at Disney Orlando, so I 
originally thought of the Stock Car driving as just 
an expensive requirement to drive my Corvette 
on the track, but after going through class and 
being introduced to the race car, I reconsidered 
that idea.  These stock cars are not just ‘school-
cars’ for amateur students but are full-fledged 
600 hp race cars capable of racing 200 mph on 
that track.  After getting into the car (actually 
much easier than I imagined as they have hand 
holds on the roof and a shelf engineered on the 
driver’s door sill to sit on and swing your legs in) 
and getting strapped in with the Hans rig, I was 
stoked and ready to race!  That’s when they 
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A Day at Pocono Racetrack
By Jim Record
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offered me a discount on the additional 4 
laps, and I jumped at it.  Smart 
Marketing, most drivers opted for it also, 
money well spent.

	 They use a Lead/Follow/drive in 
the leaders tracks arrangement like Ron 
Fellows, but with only two cars following 
the instructor.  Following four car lengths 
apart is what they want, and the flagman 
keeps track of your spacing from the flag 
stand on the long main straightaway.  
They rarely signal you to close-up, 
because if you push the lead car, he just 
goes faster!  No speedometers in the 
cars, just recording tach’s, and we start 
off with a 5000 rpm lap (about 70 mph) 
just to get comfortable, and increase the 
rpm each lap.  My partner and I must 
have been doing well, because we pushed the Leader up to a 7000+ rpm final lap (about 155 
mph) and I didn’t hear of many teams going much faster than that.  All the time we were 
running on the track, there were instructors doing Ride-Along’s with passengers in the right 
seat of their race cars, passing us at 180+ mph.  And I thought we were driving fast! 

	 They tell you in class that you will not require the brakes but can control your speed by 
simply using your right foot between ½ and ¾ throttle.  I was skeptical, but they were correct. 
Coming off the high bank down to the apex of the turn only requires a smooth reduction in 
throttle followed by a smooth acceleration back up to the high bank.  Being rough with the 
throttle induces a pretty good amount of yaw rate which can be disconcerting.  This is totally 
different than driving the C8 later when I braked hard before going into the corner and 
accelerated hard coming out.  These cars are certainly thoroughbreds with plenty of power and 
are specifically set up to run only at this track using different rebound rates on the shocks and 
springs on each wheel.  They are much faster in the turns. 

	 After 90 minutes for a lunch break, we were back in class for the Bring Your Own Car 
portion of the day.  There were 23 of us, set up to run in two groups driving quite a few versions 
of Mustang, a good number of Dodges, a few Porches, and assorted other performance cars. 
There were no exotics.  In speaking with the other owners at lunch and before class, not many 
had raced at Pocono before.  They appeared to know their cars well and some had aftermarket 
performance enhancements.  I was surprised to see that a good number of the owners were 
around the 60-year-old mark, but there was a contingent of younger guys driving pickups.  And 
one young lady driving a tricked-out Honda Civic.  The only other Corvette in the group was a 
track prepared C7 Z06 that had been racing at Pocono for a while that looked to be very 
comfortable in this venue.

	 I was very curious to see how they were going to handle the ‘no speed limit’ and 
‘passing allowed’ parts of the session.  The rules turned out to be simple; stay behind each 
other in a line, passing only on the straightaways with no speed limit; no passing and keep it to 
100 mph in the turns.  First lap was limited to 70 mph to warm up, last lap after the checkered 
flag was the cool down lap, slow down and no passing.  Keep 4 car lengths between each car. 
Watch the Flagmen spaced around the track for green, yellow, red, black, or the checkered 
flag.

	 After watching the first group race, it looked like they were running according to 
briefing, with the cars getting evenly spaced out.  Except that the Z06 was running flat out with 
a tremendous roar at about 180 mph, passing everybody.  He easily lapped the field.  After 15 
minutes, that group pitted, and our group drove out of the pits.

	 I was the first car out and drove the first lap at 70 as directed.  As soon as I got onto the 
3800’ main straightaway, we got the green flag, and everybody floored it.  Going into the first 
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turn I braked for 100 mph but there was a turbo Porsche right on my bumper.  The C8 easily 
outpaced him coming out of the turns and on the straights, but he was glued to me in the 
turns.  They did not flag him for being too close, and it then became obvious that the rules 
were more like guidelines, and that 100 mph in the turns might get me rear-ended.  Braking a 
little late and getting into the turns a bit faster was still comfortable for me and kept him off my 
bumper.  He never got close on the straights.  We kept a steady pace, and both ended up 
lapping the field at about the 11-minute mark.

	 The rest of the sessions went about the same, the Z06 was a beast, the Civic was a 
slug, but we all had fun!  There were no accidents, but a couple of damage free minor 
incidents, mostly involved with unsafe passing.  The problem as I see it is that some of these 
A-Type personality owners have a lot more car than driver, and they push harder than they 
probably should.  We see this in Aviation, especially with high end equipment, so sports cars 
don’t have an exclusive hold on this trait.

	 All in all, a thoroughly enjoyable experience, if a bit on the pricey side.  Stick to the rules 
and this is a lot safer than driving on the LI Expressway, and a whole lot more fun.  To tell you 
the truth, even though it was expensive, the Stock Car Experience was worthwhile.  And after 
the initial day, spending $199 to drive your favorite sportscar on a banked oval NASCAR 
racetrack for 3 years is not so bad.

	 If you’re looking to drive an Exotic Sportscar (including a C8 Corvette) on a banked 
oval, consider their Exotic Drive Experience. Offered at Pocono Raceway and also at Raceway 
Park, in Englishtown, NJ.


	 As we enter into August, with July in our rearview mirror, LICOA continues to be moving 
forward.  In July, we started the month off with a parade led by Jayne Cafaro in Massappequa, 
and then Vettes, Jets and Rockets at the Cradle of Aviation Museum.

	 August began with our annual LICOA barbecue on August 1 led and chaired by our 
President Ed Stichweh.  It was a picnic-perfect 
day.  The weather was gorgeous and the turnout 
was fantastic.  I would like to personally thank all 
of my fellow co-chairs and volunteers, who 
worked very hard before, during, and after to 
make this a phenomenal event a success. 

	 We still have many LICOA club events to 
attend, such as the largest Corvette show in the 
world at Carlisle, PA, with several thousand 
Corvettes and enthusiasts attending, from 
August 26-29.  Also on Sunday, August 29, 
LICOA will be at the annual St. Anthony’s High 
School Police Surgeons Car Show with all 
donations being given to the family of Police 
Officer Anastasios Tsakos of the NYPD Highway 
Unit, who was killed by a drunk driver while 
directing traffic at an accident on the LIE on April 
27th.  If you’re unable to attend and wish to make a donation, a flyer will be sent out with 
instructions. Police Officer Tsakos left a wife and their 3- and 6-year old children.

	 Please stay safe, and if you haven’t been vaccinated yet, please go ahead and get 
vaccinated, not only for yourself but your family and friends as well. 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2021 C8 Production  
as of 8/06: 22,299 cars 

(Projected-27,402) 

- MY 2021 will exceed MY 2020 
production by over 7000 cars 
- Exceeded 2020 production on 7/19 
- BG producing 180+ C8’s/day, about 10 
more cars/day than projected  
- ’22 Production to start (SORP) 9/06
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 On July 10, LICOA held our annual Vettes & Jets show at a new venue, the Cradle of 
Aviation Museum in Garden City.  Due to construction at the American Airpower Museum in 
Farmingdale, we were forced to relocate the event to a new location, even if temporarily.  We 
also christened the event with a slightly different name, Vettes, Jets & Rockets, to recognize 
and signify the fact that the Cradle Museum’s exhibits include many examples of the American 
space program, with many direct connections to Long Island. 
 I was concerned about moving to event a new location after several years at AAM.  I 
may be biased, but I believe the Vettes & Jets show was one of the more popular car shows on 
the LICOA calendar, due in large part to the attraction of the venue.  The decision to move the 
event was necessary, but caused concern as it was unfamiliar territory for us, never having held 
a car show event at the Museum in Garden City. 
 After several weeks of planning, multiple emails exchanged with the Events Coordinator 
at the Cradle, and multiple conversations with the LICOA Board and club members, the event 
came together.  As usual, the weather was the one “x factor” about which nothing could be 
done.  Mother nature would ultimately decide whether or not we would have a show. 
 Because this was a new event, I thought it would be helpful to have a pre-show planning 
meeting (conducted via Zoom), for anyone who was interested in attending or volunteering at 
the show.  During the meeting, I laid out my plans for set-up of tents and tables, the registration 
process, parking area, and we discussed other details so that there were no surprises on the 
day of the show.  The meeting went smoothly, and I think everyone who attended found it to be 
informative and helpful.  I may continue this pre-show meeting idea for any future events I 
choose to organize or Chair. 
 On the morning of July 10, the weather was nearly perfect for a car show.  It was warm 
and overcast, and very comfortable being outside (not too hot, and not too humid).  Mother 
Nature must love a good Corvette show!  After all my invitations for volunteers from the LICOA 
membership to help with the show, we had more volunteers than I could have imagined.  The 
members of LICOA, and their generosity in giving their time and effort, is one of the elements 
that makes LICOA such a great club and LICOA events so successful. 
 We had 66 Corvettes on display at the Cradle Museum - a great turnout.  After multiple 
years of “squeezing” Corvettes in at the Airpower Museum, it was a delight to have room to 
spread out.  The registration process went smoothly and quickly.  During the show, I made a 
point to speak with many people and get their impression of the venue, and the consensus was 
a “thumbs up”.  Although we could not park the cars in and among the airplanes, as we did at 
the Airpower Museum, the pros definitely outweighed the cons, and it is clear that the Cradle 
was an enjoyable venue. 
 I can’t express enough how much I appreciate all the LICOA members who helped with 
the show planning and who showed up to help on the day of the event; Gene Doyle, Art Nastre, 
Manny Capello, Hank Sarno, Ed Stichweh, John DiBlasi, Diane DiBlasi, John Daglian, Jim 
Record, Ken Schnabel, Dan Rodriguez, Jim Savarese, Bob Spinicchia, Tom Santamaria and 
Chuck LaSalla.  I could not have planned or held this event without the invaluable assistance of 
these individuals. 
 Nothing has been confirmed yet, but it seems more than likely that the Vettes & Jets 
Show has found a new home, and a new name!  I hope to see everyone next time. 

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. Page 18

Vettes, Jets & Rockets @ the Cradle
By Lloyd Rosen, Chair

Photo Credits: 
Mike Fazio 

Chuck LaSalla
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August 4,2021 

LICOA Zoom General Mee1ng 

Board Members A7ending: Ed S/chweh, Dan Rodriguez, John DiBlasi, Gene Doyle, George Reich 

Members A7ending: G.Albanese, J.Albanese, B.Amato, J.Atchison, P.Atchison, J.BartleE, J.Berru/, 
C.Biancaniello, P.Boystak, E.Bradley, J.Cafaro, V.Capasso, M.Capello, M.Cohen, J.DeCunzo, D.DiBlasi, 
S.Dondero, V.Ensalata, R.Erdody, M.Fazio, S.FerreM, J.FerreM, B.Giaccio, Z.Hanan, F.HasseE, 
E.Heischober, E.Hollie, E.Hysyk, P.Kalmis, C.LaSalla, M.Lutz, R.Magalik, R.Massa, D.Morrill, A.Nastre, 
J.Nucatula, J.Record, C.Rodriquez, L.Rosen, F.Scaminaci, T.Scaminaci, K.Schnabel, P.Slavska, S.Sloboda, 
M.Solis, S.Srica, F.Thomas, P.Thomas, D.Tons, M.Tulley, A.Vitale, G.VonUrff, T.Walsh, B.Weill, J.Yakkey, 
R.Yakkey 

Reports From The Board 
President: There will be a fall Atlan/c show wai/ng for the dates. February 6th 2022 will be the Valen/ne 
Brunch. The picnic was a big success approx 120 people aEended. Carlisle will be the end of the month 
chaired by John DiBlasi. The Board approved and ordered a new LICOA banner; should be in before 
Carlisle. This is a vo/ng year nomina/ons will be in October. 

Vice President: The awards dinner contract has been signed for Sunday 12/5/21 the details will follow in 
future mee/ngs and eblasts. 

Secretary: Anniversary pins for August have been sent out. 

Treasurer: Report given. 

Governor: Reviewed all of the Cruise nights on Long Island 

First Alternate: Absent 

Second Alternate: Absent 

Reports of Appointed Posi1ons 
Internet: Ed S/chweh; internet Is up and running s/ll working on GoDaddy 
Membership: John DiBlasi; as of July 337 members. 
Newsle7er: Lloyd Rosen; August issue is being worked on s/ll /me to submit ar/cles. A copy of the 
Courier has been submiEed to the NCM for the annual Club NewsleEer contest. 
Senior Judge: Rick Erdody/Gene Doyle; wai/ng for dates for the fall show 
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Qualifying Judge: Absent 
Merchandise:Manny Capello/Art Nastre; new hats and t-shirts have been ordered and should be in for 
the next show. 
Good and Welfare: In July we lost member Tom Benson; 15 members aEended his memorial mass and 
caravanned to Calverton Na/onal Cemetery. 
Club Historian: Absent 
Show Coordinators: Chuck LaSalla/Rich Massa; Chuck is working on the details for the Roadhouse 
Brunch in MaMtuck followed by a ride to Osprey Dominion on 10/03/21. Rich has booked Capt. Bills for 
the Valen/ne Brunch on 2/6/22 also St. Anthonys on 8/29/21 in support of policeman that was killed. 
EMRA: Ed Bradley; this is the last event of the year 10/16/21 at Lime Rock 
VA Liaison: George Reich/Vinnie Capasso; the VA will not be allowing any car events on the Northport 
property. George and Vinnie are looking into a possible alternate site for a possible VA show. 
NCM Delegate: Jim Record; the factory is producing 180 cars per day they should produce 25,000 
CorveEes for 2021 by September. They are no longer making mules which would lead you to believe they 
have finalized the Z06. Jim is going to Pocono Raceway to race his car you can go as fast as you want to 
you just have to purchase 4 laps in one of their cars cost $599.00. 

Old Business: 
Picnic was a success approx 120 people aEended. 

New Busness: 
Carlisle July 26th to 28th the chair is John DiBlasi booth A789 if you want to help at the booth contact 
John DiBlasi 
St. Anthony’s July 29th the contact person is Rich Massa event is in support of the policeman who was 
killed on the LIE a few months ago 

SubmiEed By: 
Gene Doyle 

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc. Page 21

Remember
Club Merchandise is always available. 

Sweats, Tees, Jackets and many other items. 
Contact any Board Member for more 

information.
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