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LICOA Mission Statement
To promote good fellowship, cooperation and mutual interest among
owners of Corvette Automobiles. To encourage, without profit to the
corporation, interest and pride in the ownership of Corvettes. To
promote interest in and encourage the science, skill and ability of
driving the Corvette. To encourage the various sporting activities in
which Corvette automobiles can legally participate. To provide social
activities and recreation for our members.

* Cover art by Ed Stichweh *
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OFFICIAL L.I.C.O.A. Inc. WEB SITE: http://www.LICOA.org
General Business Meetings, First Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 8:00 PM
Next Meeting: April 7, 2021
NOTE NEW MEETING LOCATION: Until further notice, all general meetings are canceled, but
informational meetings will be conducted via zoom.us video conference. Details to join the
conference via video or telephone will be provided in advance of the meeting. For further
information or instructions, contact any Board member.
Board of Directors Meetings, Third Wednesday of the Month – 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Next Meeting: The BOD meetings will be closed due to COVID-19
All B.O.D. meetings are scheduled to be at the Bristal, 40 Merrick Ave., East Meadow, Penthouse

Confirmed Announcement or Fake News?
by Lloyd Rosen, Editor-in-Chief
My first car was a 1978 Camaro Z28 – black on red, 350ci V8, auto, black Rally rims
with chrome beauty rings and raised white letter Radial T/A tires. I loved that car, until the
timing chain went and the valves self-destructed. From the time I was a little kid, I had always
wanted a Corvette, but as an 18-year old on my way to college, a Corvette seemed out of my
price range, even a used one. So I found a used, low mileage rust-free Camaro and settled for
the next best thing to a Corvette. In my
mind, the Camaro was the poor man’s
Corvette, as much of the Corvette
technology always seemed to trickle down to
the Camaro in some form. I liked to think
that the Corvette was used as a test bed for
the Camaro. Let the rich folks buying
Corvettes test the high priced technology
before it’s perfected and made cheaper for
use in the Corvette’s little brother, the
Camaro. Back in the ‘70s and ’80s, there
was less part sharing between the Corvette
1978 Camaro Z28, similar to the Editor’s first car
and Camaro than in more recent years, but
there is no doubt that the Camaro benefitted
from the Corvette research and development. For the past several years, there have been
many variants of the Camaro that have oﬀered detuned versions of the Corvette’s LS and LT
engines under the hood.
Unlike the Corvette, Camaro production has hit some bumps in the road. Launched in
1966 as a 1967 model, production of the Camaro continued until the fourth generation came to
a halt in 2002, to the dismay of many Camaro faithful. But the Camaro was a victim of its own
doing. Ironically, the Corvette has become know by critics as the “plastic fantastic”, but the
4th Gen Camaro was far more deserving of that title, due to the sheer volume of cheap, hard
plastics used inside and outside the vehicle. That car was held together with glue in more
places than a 1:25th scale plastic Revell model kit. While performance was impressive for its
price point, the build quality and reliability of the car had it destined for the history books.
Camaro fans demanded that the Corvette’s little brother be brought back to market, as
the Chevrolet faithful were not willing to allow the Camaro’s nemesis, the Ford Mustang, to
claim the pony car market by default. So the 5th Gen Camaro was brought back for 2010,
followed by the current 6th Gen, produced from 2016 to the present. The 2021 Camaro,
available in coupe or convertible form, has a starting price of $25,000 and comes with a 2.0
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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liter turbo 4 with a 3.6 liter V6 available. Many of the “go fast” components of the Corvette can
be found in current variants of the Camaro, such as engine and suspension components. Step
up to the LT1 variant of the Camaro for $35,000, and you get a 455 hp version of the Corvette’s
powerplant. And the 2021 Camaro comes standard with something that’s not available on the
Corvette – a 6-speed manual transmission (and a back seat for the little kids). A fully loaded
ZL1 Camaro has the 650 hp supercharged LT4 engine from the C7 Corvette. and starts at
$64,000, again, with a 6-speed manual.
Once again, however, there is talk of the Camaro being killed oﬀ due to declining sales.
As we all know, SUV and truck sales have
been chipping away at sedan and coupe
sales for years, to the point that some
manufacturers have sworn oﬀ production
of “cars” almost entirely. Ford Mustang
will soon be the only “car” produced by
the blue oval and Buick no longer sells
cars, only SUV’s. Will the Camaro be
another victim of the couple and sedan
culling?
You may have heard rumors that the
next Gen Camaro, for 2023, will be a midengine platform. I can tell you with some
measure of certainty, not gonna’ happen.
I believe those rumors to be nothing but
false rumor. If the Camaro survives at all
Mid-Engined Chevy Camaro Rendering Is Just For Fun
beyond 2022, it will most certainly NOT
motor1.com
be a mid-engine platform in 2023, if ever.
In order to remain a Camaro, and remain
in the same class as the Mustang and Dodge Challenger, it’s only domestic competitors, it
must retain a back seat. How many mid-engine cars do you know of with a back seat? I know
of only one: the Ferrari Mondial, produced 1980-1982, and in my opinion, the LEAST desirable
Ferrari ever produced. Turning the Corvette’s mid-engine platform into a 4-seater would
require far more than just adding two seats, it would require a longer wheelbase and entirely
new engineering and design. And if GM was working on such a platform for release in 2023,
there would certainly have been some evidence of test mules out in public long before now.
After the 2022 model year, I think the fate of the Camaro will take one of two possible
paths. Here are my guesses: the first and most likely possibility would be to continue the
current generation for a few additional years, while Chevrolet works on its new Camaro
platform, due in 2026, perhaps. This new platform will more likely retain a layout similar to the
current Camaro (two door, four seat coupe with rear wheel drive), but with an electric or hybrid
drivetrain. The second possibility: death. In 2020, Chevrolet sold only 29,775 Camaros, a 38%
drop in sales compared with 2019. By comparison, Ford sold more than 61,000 Mustangs in
2020, down only 15% compared with 2019. If the Camaro last beyond 2023, it will probably
remain unchanged for another 2-3 years, and then be killed oﬀ in favor or some other vehicle.
Perhaps Chevrolet will follow Ford’s idea with the Mustang Mach E, and sell an electric SUV
under the Camaro nameplate.
There is no doubt that switching to a mid-engine platform provided a tremendous boost
to interest and sales for the Corvette, but a similar platform change for the Camaro is just not in
the cards, at least as far as I can tell. There would be no way to sell a mid-engine Camaro at a
price point to keep it in direct competition with the Mustang and Challenger, and there would
be little appeal to a Camaro at a price close to the Corvette. The suggestion that the 2023
Camaro will be a mid-engine car is shaping up to be just fake news.
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President’s Message
By Ed Stichweh
The light at the end of the tunnel is getting pretty strong now, signs of loosening
restrictions on gathering and social events in New York. With that said, I would like to
announce LICOA's first judged show at Atlantic Chevrolet sometime in the middle of May. The
BOD and Show Coordinators will put together a date at the next BOD meeting. A flyer will
come. As I'm writing this article, we have a solid date at the
Vanderbilt Museum for an All-Car show on June 27. A flyer will be in
the next Courier. A joint event with the Richmond County Corvette
Club on June 19th, a meeting at Centro Trattoria & Bar in Hampton
Bays for lunch; flyer, and cost information to come. As you can see,
we are on the road to recovery! Unfortunately, the Connecticut
Barrett-Jackson event has been canceled for 2021, as well as the
ToBay spring show. See announcement in this Courier. As things
slowly open up, we will announce more events as the year
progresses.
In recent events, the VA Easter donation for the VA hospital is
going strong, and there is still time to send in your donation. Please
look for a Zoom Tech Session to come soon; a date will be
announced. For all of you interested in judging a car show or in
learning what judges are looking for when judging, this is the event
you should attend. We will continue the Zoom General meetings
monthly. Remember, after you log in to the meeting, please adjust
your name so you get full credit for attending. Please see the article
on John Barbuto, a LICOA member looking for an organ donation.
I would like to mention the passing of Richard Jensen and
Jimmy McQuade. As the President, it's always diﬃcult to make these
announcements. We don't live in a perfect world, and unfortunately
some of our members pass on. I feel it's important to respect the
legacy of members, the thread keeps LICOA moving forward. Without you, there would not be
a LICOA with 300 plus members strong. It has also been a tough year because of the
pandemic. I'm sure you know of or had a loved one that has passed because of the pandemic.
As I mentioned earlier, there is a light at the end of the tunnel and it’s getting brighter.
See you soon.

Saturday Breakfast and Coffee
8:00 AM
Panera Bread, 919 Broadhollow Rd N, Farmingdale

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Calendar of Events for 2021
All dates and events are subject to cancellation or change
Date (R/D)

Show / Event

Location

Chairs/Co-Chairs

Jan 6

General Meeting

Zoom

Feb 3

General Meeting

Zoom

Mar 3

General Meeting

Zoom

Mar TBD

VA Bagel/Easter Run

Northport VA Hospital

Apr 7

General Meeting

Zoom

Apr TBD

LICOA Judging Tech Session

Zoom

Erdody

Apr TBD

Motorcar Tech Session

Motorcar Classics, Farmingdale

Gutilla, Massa

May 5

General Meeting

Zoom

May TBD

Newport Cruise

Newport, RI

DiBlasi

May TBD

Corvette Judged Show

Atlantic Chevrolet, Bay Shore

Magalik
Rosen, Kalmus

Reich

May 31

Memorial Day Parade

Bellmore

Jun 2

General Meeting

Zoom

Jun 13

North Fork Cruise /Picnic

Osprey’s Dominion, Peconic

LaSalla, Von Urff

Jun 27

Vanderbilt All-Car Show

Vanderbilt Museum, Centerport

Donato, Rosen, DiBlasi, Rodriguez

TBD

Corvette Judged Show

Sarant Cadillac

Record

TBD

Bristal Display

Bristal Residences, East Meadow

Jun TBD

Centurion Cruisers Car Show

St. Anthony’s HS

Jul 7

General Meeting

Zoom

Jul TBD

Flynn’s Boat Trip

Flynn’s, Fire Island

Aug 4

General Meeting

Zoom

Aug TBD

LICOA Annual Picnic

Aug 26-28

Corvettes at Carlisle

Sep 1

General Meeting

Zoom

Sep TBD

VA Car Show

Northport VA Hospital

Reich

Sep TBD

Vettes & Jets

American Airpower Museum

Rosen, Kalmus, Spinicchia

Oct 3

TOBAY Beach Classic

TOBAY Beach

Kalmus, Rosen, Massa

Oct 6

General Meeting

Zoom

Nominations for Board of Directors

Nov 3

General Meeting

Zoom

Issuance of Ballots for Board of Directors Vote

Dec 1

General Meeting

Zoom

Board of Directors Election Results

Dec TBD

Awards Dinner

TBD

TBD

Christmas at VA

Northport VA Hospital

Massa
Stichweh

Carlisle Fairgrounds, PA

Reich

Green Events - Completed

CO-CHAIRS AND EVENT HELPERS NEEDED! CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Want to advertise in the LICOA Corvette Courier?
Not only is our monthly club newsletter sent directly to all of our club members, it is also
available to the general public as a free download on our website at www.LICOA.org. Why not
advertise your business and services, while supporting LICOA?

LICOA CORVETTE COURIER ADVERTISING RATES
Ad Size

Approx. Dimensions (W x H)

12 months

6 months

business card

3.5 x 2 inches

$60

$40

1/4 page (wide)

7.5 x 2.5 inches

$125

$75

1/4 page (tall)

3.5 x 4.5 inches

$125

$75

1/2 page

7.5 x 5 inches

$250

$150

full page

7.5 x 10 inches

$500

$300

For more information, contact Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.

AUTOQUIP SALES INC.
AUTOMOTIVE LIFT SPECIALISTS

DO YOU SPEND ALL YOUR TIME IN THE
GARAGE WORKING ON YOUR CAR?
Then you need to call AUTOQUIP we carry a full line of
commercial & residential lifts 2 post, 4 post low rise,
portable and full rise lifts if it rolls we can lift it!

SALES SERVICE AND INSTALLATION
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR:
MOHAWK & BACK YARD BUDDY
WE CAN INSTALL AND SERVICE ALL BRANDS OF LIFTS

AUTOQUIP SALES, INC.
290 WILLIS AVE., MINEOLA, NY 11501
TEL (516) 248-1277 • FAX (516) 877-9528
WEB SITE: AUTOQUIPSALES.COM •

EMAIL: AUTQIPSALE@AOL.COM

MARK TULLEY & LOU COCCARO

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Clif Notes
By Clif Nagel, Contributing Editor
With Spring and warmer weather approaching, it’s time to take oﬀ the cover and set
about getting our ‘Vettes in tip-top shape for the coming NON-SEASON. No, it’s not what we
want . . . but it’s what we got. With reduced use due to the pandemic, it is even more pressing
to maintain our ‘Vettes. These car are meant to be driven, and any decrease in mileage is
detrimental.
What I like to do is first move all the snow removal equipment from the car, i.e. gloves,
bags of ice melt, bungee cords, extension cords, and snow brooms. Shovels remain against
the wall.
Then all of the towels used to absorb any water that may fall oﬀ the garage door. Next,
I take the cover oﬀ, making sure it’s dry, and fold it up. If it’s stained, then I wash it in the
machine first, checking the tags to see the best way to clean it. Careful drying is important
because if you don’t follow the instructions, you could end up with a cover for your 1:24 scale
replica.
The next step is very important: DISCONNECT YOUR BATTERY TENDER! I can’t
imagine a worse feeling than backing out of your garage and hearing a crunch as your hood
flies open. Ask me how I know. 😭 Next step is to inspect the surface of the car. If it just
looks fuzzy, it’s probably from the felt liner of the cover. A washing might be in order, but only if
the water won’t freeze immediately in the driveway. I have been using a waterless wash for the
last few years and am very satisfied with the results. These products usually contain a wax
base, so it’s a “2-FER”. Get the appearance of your car’s exterior, interior and wheels up to
where it makes you as happy as you want to
be, but the important stuﬀ is how well your
internal engine parts fared.
We all know these engines require
Mobil 1, and that stuﬀ is designed to be sticky
and coat the parts during high heat. It also will
stick and flow in cold temps. An ice cold start
will not hurt the car. Check and see what your
anti-freeze level is and replace accordingly.
Wiper blades are basically a year older but if
you need to use your wipers, it means you’re
using your Corvette in the rain and you will be
reported to the Corvette Police.
Tire pressure is very important. It’s
cooler out now, so for every 10 degrees the
temps go down, your tire pressure will be 1 psi
less. Bring them up to 30 psi. The engines
love the dense air of the cold weather, but the
tires, not so much. Don’t be fooled into a false
sense of security. It will get you into trouble on
summer tires.
Some safety items should be checked: lights, directional signals and mirrors, and
basically you’re ready to go. Depending on your mileage, your maintenance schedule should
be in your manual, or if you don’t have a manual, ask your kids or grandkids to look it up on
line for you. That’s what I usually have to do.
Be safe.
Keep the rubber down and outta da weeds.
Z06Clif
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Governor’s Report
by George Reich
As spring is approaching, the COVID
numbers are starting to decline, and more people are
receiving vaccinated. There appears to be a light at
the end of the tunnel. But we must not become
complacent as more people are vaccinated.
Hopefully this will open the door in the next several
months for the LICOA Board to plan safe events for
all members to attend.
If any LICOA member has any new car
shows, events or suggestions that I should be aware
of, please call, text or e-mail me the information so
that I can pass it onto the membership. Stay safe.
George with his 2019 Z06

2021 EMRA Event Schedule- Richard Cox, Representative
Sat, Apr 3 ☆ Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT
Sat, May 22 - Sun, May 23 ☆ Palmer Motorsports Park, Palmer, MA
Sat, Jul 10 - Sun, Jul 11 ☆ NJMP, Millville, NJ
Sat, Oct 16 ☆ Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT
https://www.emraracing.org/
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Meet Our Newest Advertiser
Please join the Editors of the LICOA Courier in welcoming our newest advertiser, Clive
Botha, also known as “The Cartist”.
Clive is an automotive artist and designer based in the Eastern
Cape province, South Africa. He creates unique automotive drawings
and designs, specializing in classic and contemporary sports and
performance cars for clients worldwide.
Utilizing the highest quality drawing materials (markers, pencils
and paper), Clive combines old-school techniques with modern
materials to make sure that every commissioned artwork is a beautiful
masterpiece!
If you are looking for a special and unique gift for the Corvette
enthusiast in your household (especially yourself), Clive creates
amazing and beautiful commissioned artworks of your own special
Corvette, according to your own wishes. Send Clive some high resolution photos of your car
from multiple angles, and Clive will create hand-drawn works of art, suitable for framing, of
your own car, from whatever angle or angles you wish. Clive can also include the Corvette
crossed-flag logo appropriate to your car’s generation. Working closely with you to make sure
the final artwork features your car exactly as you wish, Clive then provides you with high quality
scans of your car, which can be used to make prints, or any other merchandise you wish.
Clive oﬀers multiple package levels at
various aﬀordable rates. Starting with the
basic “Popular” package, for $175.00, you
will receive a truly one-of-a-kind
commissioned artwork of your car, created to
your specifications, and sent to you as a
high-resolution digital scan. Higher level
packages include the actual original artwork
sent to you on quality 13” x 20” paper
suitable for framing, plus his original
sketches, digital downloads and other
benefits.
For a limited time, Clive is generously oﬀering all LICOA members a 15% discount
on all commissioned artwork packages, with discount code LICOA-15.
Please see Clive’s advertisement on page 18 of this Courier, or visit his website at
TheCartist.com for more information, or send him an email at info@thecartist.com. I encourage
every LICOA member to contact Clive about a commissioned artwork of their own Corvette (or
any other car you may have in your collection), and don’t forget the discount code!

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Everyone should have basic estate planning documents in place. This is even more the
case if you are going through a life transition, including a separation, divorce, a new
relationship or second marriage, or the birth of a child or grandchild. Contact LICOA Member
Lloyd Rosen today about a Basic Estate Planning Protection Package.
Our basic package includes:
Simple Last Will and Testament with Guardianship for Minor Children
Living Will
Health Care Proxy
The Package Price for all three documents is as low as $1500 per couple. We can
prepare the documents for signature and arrange for witnesses in less than a week in most
cases. It is the easiest and most cost effective way to provide for your loved ones, and get
peace of mind for yourself.
For every paid package for a LICOA member or referral through LICOA, $150 will be
donated directly to LICOA.
Email Lloyd Rosen (Lloyd@lawjaw.com) or call 516-773-8300 to get started with a free
consultation. Phone or video consultations are available. If you have questions about
prenups, postnups, or changing beneficiaries, let us know.

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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NCM Oﬀers Monthly Chance to Win a New Corvette
Each month, the National Corvette Museum holds raﬄes, where the prize is a new Corvette
with Museum Delivery and a tour of the Bowling Green Assembly Plant. These raﬄes have
proven very popular, and are a great way for the Museum to raise money. You must purchase
the tickets by mail, or in person at the Museum. For more information about current raﬄes,
and to download and print the mail order form, click the following link:
raﬄe.corvettemuseum.org. You may also contact our own NCM Delegate (see page 2).
Because of LICOA’s support of the NCM, each month, we will feature one of the upcoming
Corvette raﬄes here in the Corvette Courier. Good luck to everyone who enters! Be sure to let
us know if you or someone you know wins!

2021 Shadow Gray Corvette Coupe
Thursday, April 1, 2021 at 2 pm CT
6.2 Liter V8 High-Output 495 Horsepower Engine
Z51 Performance Package including Larger Brake Rotors, Rear
Spoiler, and Performance Tires
Magnetic Selective Ride Control
8-speed Dual Clutch Transmission includes Manual and
Auto Modes
Performance Exhaust with Aggressive Exhaust Sound
5-Trident Spoke Machined-Face Spectra Gray-Painted Aluminum
Wheels with Black Calipers
2LT Equipment Group with Jet Black Leather
Interior including GT2 Bucket Seats, Bose
Audio Performance Series Sound System,
Performance Data and Video Recorder, and
Universal Home Remote
Body-Color Dual Roof Package with
Transparent Roof Panel and Storage Bag
Front Lift Adjustable Height with Memory
Carbon Flash Exterior Side Vents and Front/
Rear Accents
Carbon Flash Exterior Badge Package
Carbon Flash-Painted Outside Mirrors
NEW
Engine Appearance Package
HD Front and Rear Vision Cameras
NCM has developed a NEW raffle
Battery Protection Package
entry form that encrypts your
Front License Plate Bracket
credit card information,
Corvette Museum Delivery
providing security and peace of
Tickets are $150 each and the raﬄe is limited to
mind! It's quick and easy to use.
1500 tickets.

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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$ .00 Off

Any purchase of $25.00 or more.
LICOA-20

• Valid in Bethpage only
• Not to be combined with any other offer.
• Not valid on uncooked poultry
or catering

Call: 516-731-5500
4321 Hempstead Tpke., Bethpage, NY 11714

Open Seven Days: 11:00am to 7:30pm

Curbside pick-up available!

zornsofbethpage.com
631-865-3456
258 Broadhollow Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735

631 COATINGS

9

@631coatings f
@631coatings @

· Carl ·Melendez
carl@631coatings.com

631coatings.com

YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
Contact Lloyd at
EDITOR@LICOA.ORG

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

A Matrimonial and Family Law Firm
Divorce & Separation
Custody & Visitation
Child & Spousal Support
Complex High Net Worth Divorce
High Conflict Divorce
Financial Issues/Asset & Property Division
Mediation
Pre/Post Nuptial Agreements
Domestic Abuse/Orders of Protection
Divorce: Special Needs Families
Grandparents‘ Rights

FREE CONSULTATION
Call 516-773-8300
www.lawjaw.com
Lloyd C. Rosen, Esq. MEMBER LICOA
Lloyd@lawjaw.com
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Letters to the Editor
Just a note of thanks for all your hard work, especially during these trying times. If you
remember — old school Barry — still has to come to the Long Beach library to read the
Courier. For me, it was catching up on 5 months of them as they were closed for that time. It
took me 3 visits to read all the news (I am now almost current) as we are limited to 30 minutes
at the computer each visit. I'm very grateful for all you do for our club, and hope to see you
before too long to tell you, in person!! At least in the meantime, I was able to Zoom in to the
monthly meeting by home phone.
Be well.
-Barry Weill

To Long Island Corvette Owners Association (LICOA) Members:
My name is Maria Barbuto. On October 4th of 2021, my husband
John and I will be married for thirty years. Here is a photograph from our
wedding day in 1991! We have shared a beautiful life together and wish to
continue creating memories. Our daughter, Amanda, who is a special
education teacher, is getting married in 2022 to her fiancé, Brandon. As
she is our only child, John and Amanda have always been close. He is
excited to walk Amanda down the aisle and share the father-daughter
dance at her wedding. However, after three and a half years on dialysis,
John’s health has been deteriorating. He is in need of a kidney donor.
Due to his outgoing and approachable persona, John is always
making new friends, and running into old ones, every place that we go.
Prior to his declining health, he would frequently attend LICOA meetings,
shows, and other related events. However, due to his kidney condition, he
seldom has the strength to leave the house. We are hoping for a donor
with Blood Type O. Please call 516-822-0099 or 516-838-4929 if you are
interested in donating a kidney to John or would like more information. We
appreciate your time, and thank you for your consideration in saving a life.
Best Regards,
-Maria Barbuto

LICOA HATS AVAILABLE
$20 + POSTAGE

Contact Karen Benson for available colors
and for more information.
Email:

ktbenson69@gmail.com

Tel:
631-655-5937
Long Island
Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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The Fundamentals of Gasoline
by Chuck LaSalla
After reading some blog comments about diﬀerent gasolines, I decided to learn the
facts and pass them along to you.
What is octane rating?
Octane ratings are measures of a fuel’s stability. It is based on the pressure which a fuel
will spontaneously combust in a test engine. The octane number is the average of two diﬀerent
octane ratings methods (MOR) motor octane rating and (RON) research octane rating. The
higher the octane number, the more stable the fuel.
The United States sells three main octane grades of gasoline.
Regular (the lowest octane fuel) generally 87
•
Mid-grade (middle range) generally 89 to 90
•
Premium (high octane) generally 91 to 94
•
There are also some higher octane fuels designed for racing but
these are typically what you will find at gas stations.
Some other terms:
E85: also know as Flex Fuel, consists of up to 85 percent
ethanol (primarily made from corn) blended with gasoline. Most
gasolines will contain some percentage of ethanol, depending on
the geographical location and the time of year. Producers add more ethanol in the summer
opposed to the winter. Pure ethanol has a lower heating value than gasoline, so it makes it
harder to start car engines in areas with a colder climate. This is why ethanol blends contain a
fraction of gasoline. E85 has the highest amount of ethanol, and is suitable for use in any
vehicle designated as a flex-fuel vehicle by the manufacturers and can also use regular
gasoline.
TOP TIER: Gasoline is basically a shared commodity, often stored in common containers
until purchased by major retailers. After that, the retailer treats the gas with a specific additive,
thereby giving the fuel its brand identity. The TOP TIER designation was developed in 2004 to
go beyond the minimum standard, adding detergents to the gasoline to better protect
sophisticated engines from carbon buildup and deposits on the intake valves which can result
in rough idle, acceleration hesitation, knocking/pinging, and reduced fuel economy. Over the
past 20 years, engines have become far more precise, operating under tighter tolerances and
higher compression ratios.
Keeping things simple, participating retailers sell Top Tier
fuel in all octane grades from regular to premium and must
adhere to Top Tier standards. So, it is not necessary for drivers
to upgrade to premium to gain the cleansing benefits. Also,
using a higher octane fuel may not be better for your engine
since the manufacturer tunes an engine to a specific octane
level.
List of some popular gas stations that are TOP TIER:
76, Arco, Amoco, BP, Citgo, Chevron, Conoco, Costco, Exxon, Marathon, Mobil, Phillips 66,
Shell, Sinclair, Texaco, Valero, and Value America.
Note: Sunoco is not on the list. According to Sunoco they suspended their Top Tier
participation due to COVID-19. They decided not to get certification in order to save money
due to the pandemic. They also state that their fuel remains the same.
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Look for the TOP TIER symbol, and in the case of
Kirkland (Costco), they show a C7 Corvette and
the Top Tier logo.
As usual, it is always best to consult you owner’s
manual regarding your car’s needs.
Straight out of the Corvette C7 owners manual:
“Do not use any fuel labeled E85 or FlexFuel.
Do not use gasoline with ethanol levels greater
than 15% by volume. For the LT1 6.2L engine,
premium unleaded gasoline meeting ASTM
specification D4814 with a posted octane rating of
93 is highly recommended for best performance
and fuel economy. Unleaded gasoline with an octane rated as low as 87 can be used. Using
unleaded gasoline rated below 93 octane, however, will lead to reduced acceleration and fuel
economy. If knocking occurs, use a gasoline rated at 93 octane as soon as possible, otherwise,
the engine could be damaged. If heavy knocking is heard when using gasoline with a 93 octane
rating, the engine needs service.”
“For the LT4 6.2L supercharged engine, use premium unleaded gasoline meeting ASTM
specification D4814 with a posted octane rating of 93. If unavailable, unleaded gasoline with a
posted octane rating of 91 may be used, but with reduced performance and fuel economy. If
the octane is less than 91, the engine could be damaged and the repairs would not be
covered by the vehicle warranty. If heavy knocking is heard when using gasoline rated at 93
octane, the engine needs service.”
Corvette Storage (Gasoline)
If you store your C5, C6 or C7 Corvettes for the winter or longer, you should watch this
video from Paul Koerner, a GM World Class Technician who can be found wrenching on
Corvettes at Jackson Chevrolet in Middletown, CT. In this Facebook video, Paul highlights
Chevrolet engineering’s recommendations for storing C5, C6 and C7 Corvettes with only a
quarter tank of gas. And to demonstrate why, Paul is showing a fuel
system out of a 2014 Corvette with the emphasis on the fuel level
module that includes the float, fuel sending unit, and fuel pump.
When you store your later model Corvette with a full tank of fuel,
Paul shows how the sending unit sensor card contact point on the float
would actually be submerged in fuel. That’s not an issue with normal
driving because the sending unit float moving up and down helps keep
the contacts clean. However, should it remain submerged over long
storage periods, sulfur contaminants in the fuel can change the
resistance of the sending card, causing issues with the fuel system. The
reason why most people were taught to fill up their tanks before a longterm storage would be to keep moisture out of the fuel tank. Paul then
shows how the Corvette fuel system is a closed system designed to
keep moisture out, and that’s why you can store your Corvette with just
a quarter tank of fuel.
I know many of you may or may not agree with the Corvette
storage fuel level, but don't kill the messenger, this is Chevrolet’s
engineering recommendation.
Special thanks to Tom Santamaria for his help reviewing this article.
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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VA Liaison’s Report
by George Reich
I hope by the time you’re reading this, all of our LICOA Veterans have either received
their COVID vaccinations, or are on a waiting list to receive them if eligible. Please note any
veteran with a pre-existing medical condition should contact your local VA to arrange for a
COVID vaccination, no matter your age. If you have any issues or concerns, please contact the
undersigned.
For LICOA members who wish to donate for our annual VA donation drive:
🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸 🇺🇸
Veterans Donation Drive 2021
PASSOVER / EASTER
George Reich VA Chair
Vinny Capasso Assist VA Chair
We’re initiating a voluntary donation drive to purchase 10 portable DVD players and holiday
decorations for the Northport VA recreation and nursing home. Unfortunately, due to COVID
restrictions, we’re limited to what we can and cannot donate once again this year.
Please forward ASAP all tax deductible donations made out to LICOA and mail them to:
LICOA
PO Box #192
East Meadow NY 11554-0191
ATTN VA DONATIONS

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3/16 - Tony Cardiello
3/16 - Joe Esposito
3/16 - Mike Vasco
3/17 - Ed Bradley
3/17 - Jim Brosnan
3/18 - Mike Blanc
3/18 - Harvey Gluck
3/18 - Jack Mckie
3/18 - Rich Shields
3/20 - Rich Ford
3/21 - Nick DeMarco
3/21 - Jim Saverese

3/23 - Brad Borax
3/23 - Tom Reyers
3/24 - Lloyd Rosen
3/24 - Barry Weill
3/26 - Janet Berruti
3/26 - Brian Monks
3/27 - Randy Broger
3/27 - Luddy Chirco
3/27 - Gerry Donnelly
3/28 - Ray Klett
3/29 - Jeff Clark
3/29 - Rich Goehring

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.

3/30 - Walt Breslin
3/30 - Phil Schiavone
3/31 - August McLaurin
4/2 - Doug Tons
4/4 - Rich Catapano
4/4 - Neal Cutrone
4/6 - Jim Chadderton
4/6 - Stephen Dondero
4/9 - Vinny Bruno
4/9 - Julio Cordoba
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LICOA Members may place free classified ads for any
Corvette vehicles or Corvette-related merchandise. Send
your ads and photos to Editor@LICOA.org.

FOR SALE: Set of GM Chrome Wheels (car not
included)
Perfect Condition, no bends
They fit C7 Grand Sport, Z06 or ZR-1
Asking $1,200.00.
Call Rick E. for more info; 516-578-8694 (4/21).

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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2021 Production Data
as of 3/5/2021:
Total produced:
cars

5,892

NCM delivery capacity:
55 cars per week

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
from

Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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LICOA.com, LICOA.net, LICOA.edu, etc.
by Gino Albanese
In the early 1990’s, the Internet aka (TCP/IP) was a growing phenomenon of computer
networks. Intertwining with commercial businesses, personal computers, sports networks,
government sites, schools, and financial institutions, just to name a few. It was the beginning
and onset of personal computing to become the norm of our modern everyday life. Can we
now live without it? I doubt it. We now educate our children on it, conduct meetings, yes the
world has “zoomed”, pay our bills and finances, read up to the minute world news and the
endless emailing. The list is infinite in Cyberspace. Yes these are all Terminologies that have
popped up because of the “Internet”, World Wide Web (WWW), Uniform Resource Locator
(URL) known as a web address, Hyperlinks, Online, America Online (AOL), MySpace, Bebo,
The Cloud, Facebook, Yelp, iPhone, Surfing, Google It, Home Page, Snail Mail, Et cetera, etc.,
et cet., on &c on. Out of all this Internet stuﬀ, the slang world of the Internet acronyms and
short cuts developed. Yes, now we all know how to speak and write Internet shorthand and
language. LOL, 4, BFF, LMAO, JPEG, OMG, PLMK, TTYL, U, WTF, TX, among thousands
others.
So you ask why do I educate and write about the Internet. So you can understand the
emergence of our club, from the back room of Warren Schriber’s Auto Body Shop and into the
World, from sea to shining sea, country to country and pole to pole. Back then in the Early
1990’s of the Internet Phenomenon, myself and Life Member Richard Shields discussed this
new emerging technology and decided what the heck, let’s try to reserve a domain name for
our club and make a presentation at our next board meeting. We were able to get the domain
name www.LICOA.com and lock it in for the club. At the time, one could have gotten any
domain name they wanted, before the world was catching on? Richie thought about getting
NYYankees.com and we sell it to them? , yeah, right Rich! Remember back then there was no
email, cell phones, conference calling was unheard of not to mention the cost, no Zoom, no
Twitter, no Facetime, no Snap Chat, and emergency ”special” closed door meetings were
unheard of. Therefore, you had to wait for a LICOA event, general meeting, or board meeting
to be able to discuss matters with BOD and membership. So there we are, at McCluskey's
Steak House in Bellmore, in front of the “Fantastic Five” to lay out our ground work for the
future of LICOA. Look! Ladies and Gentleman, here the door of the future and opportunity of
LICOA is opening. To be seen by the world and be known, what we are all about, what we do,
and to promote the camaraderie and friendship. To entice and encourage fellow Corvette
enthusiast’s the opportunity to join the premiere Corvette Club in the USA, the Long Island
Corvette Owners Association. Here we have LICOA.com locked in, a web designer on standby, and negotiations with a web hosting site, so what direction would the board like to proceed
for the future of LICOA? The vote was taken, “Nay”, we will not proceed to put the club on the
World Wide Web. Wow, what an opportunity is going by. So we ask, what about just keeping
the domain name for the small fee it would cost for future generations of LICOA? Again, the
“Nay” vote was cast. I can remember the final decree of No’s and the cast of characters.
Some have passed on, no longer own Corvettes and have wondered oﬀ in cyberspace. Maybe
somewhere in an early 90’s Courier are these discussions and results? If anyone finds it,
please make a copy. So needless to sadly say, LICOA lost the Locked-In, short lived, domain
name “LICOA.com” to “Life Insurance Company of Alabama” in Gadsden, Alabama (TCP)
LICOA.com. What a tearful and fruitless lost to LICOA. And just think, if we relied on the
Intelligence and foresight of these stolid and apathetic “board of five”, where would our club be
now?
If not for the foresight, perseverance, and clairvoyance of a few members in pursuing
this issue further, who knows where we might have progressed today. We researched all
LICOA internet extensions and possibilities. LICOA.edu (educational), maybe, we do teach a
lot. LICOA.net (network), possibility, we do social network. LICOA.ass (association), we do
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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have an association but what about the ass part? LICOA.biz (business), we are somewhat.
LICOA.gov (government), no way , they’ll arrest us! LICOA.org (organization) that’s it We are
an organization that is organized, a brotherhood, club, fraternity, fellowship, membership,
team, gang, and family. It fits perfectly, the heck with LICOA.com it will be .org. Now we
must present this anew to the membership and a new bod. Hallelujah, approved, www.
LICOA. org was established. Our first Internet web page was designed by Stan Ruppenthal,
rest in peace, a big Internet enthusiast’s and a fellow Police Oﬃcer and member Richie Shields.
Our new www host “Fat Cow” or was it “Dump Cow”?, I forget! We then established a newly
appointed position of Internet Chairman to maintain our web and to write in HTML? A few
members stepped up to this task and to present day, with much kudo’s and thanks to our
present Web designer and Internet Chairman, President Ed Stichweh. Thank you Richie
Shields, Gino Albanese, Ed Eksi, past President Ron, and the other members who worked so
diligently to establish the ground work in getting our club recognized and established on the
World Wide Web.

Join us for the Bellmore Memorial Day Parade on May
31 (if permitted), where LICOA pays tribute to Service
Men and Women who have made the ultimate sacrifice.
If you are interested in joining us for the parade,
please send an email to Lloyd at Editor@LICOA.org.

Long Island Corvette Owners Association on Facebook
(click to go to our Facebook page)
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March 3, 2021
GENERAL MEETING VIA ZOOM Opened at 7:00PM
BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING: Ed S/chweh, John DiBlasi, George Reich, Dan Rodriguez
MEMBERS ATTENDING: Albanese G.,Albanese J., Allen R., Atchison J., Benson T., Benson K., Berru/ J.,
Biancaniello, Bradley, Brosnan, Buonagura, Burcyk, Cafaro, Cappasso, Chiarelli, Cohen M., Dondero,
Drenckhahn, Erdody, Fazio, Ferrante, Giardina John, Giardina Joanne, GuKlla, HasseM, Heuser,
Hoducavitch, Hollie, Hysyk, Kalmus, LaSalla, Lewis, Lutz, Magalak, Marciano, Massa, McCormick, Morill,
Nagel, Nash, Nucatola, Record, Reyer, Rosen, Santamaria, Sarno, Scaminacci T., Scaminacci F., Schnabel,
Sloboda, Solis’Tito, Steele, Thomas F., Thomas P., Tons, Vaccarelli, Vitale, Von Urﬀ, Walsh, Weil, Yakkey R.,
Yakkey J., Zindman.
REPORTS FROM THE BOARD
President: Ed S/chweh – Reported that member John Barbuto is in need of a
kidney transplant he is type O blood. Please refer to the EBlast for detailed
informa/on about helping if you can. We had two LICOA members
During a pandemic,
Jimmy McQuade and Richard Jensen who passed away. Please
what’s harder to
remember them in your prayers. Dan is working other loca/ons for
possible
car shows. I am reminding all aMendees on the Zoom mee/ngs
find: a COVID
to please mute your computer, iPad, smart phone or landline phone; it
vaccine shot . . .
delays and disrupts the mee/ng and above all be courteous to all
members at all /mes.
Vice President: Daniel Rodriguez - I have made contact with four loca/ons for possible car shows; Chili’s,
Panera Bread, Hilton Long Island Hotel and Showcase Cinema Delux. I will be working with the show
coordinators to see if we can ﬁrm up any of these loca/ons.
Secretary: Gene Doyle - Absent. 267 registra/on forms returned wai/ng for 38 more.
Treasurer: John DiBlasi - All expenses are up to date
Governor: George Reich - Saturday mornings, LICOA members are mee/ng at Panera bread on Rt 110 all
are welcome, April 18th Cars and Guitars car meet at Millers Ale House in Commack
First Alternate: Bob Spinicchia - Absent
Second Alternate: Joe McCormick - Working on seKng up Facebook

or new C8
Corvette?
- Z06Clif

REPORTS OF APPOINTED POSITIONS
Internet: Ed S/chweh - Internet up and running working on new GoDaddy site
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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Membership: John DiBlasi - We have 307
members one new member Frank Kavaler he has
a 2020 C8.
NewsleJer: Lloyd Rosen - Working on the March
issue nothing to report
Senior Judge: Rick Erdody and Gene Doyle working on seKng up a Judging Tech Session for
April; date to be announced
Merchandise: Tom & Karen Benson - Nothing
new to report
Good & Welfare: Bob Spinicchia - Absent.
George reported for Bob, remember John
Barbuto who needs a kidney if you can help also
remember in your prayers Richard Jensen and
Jimmy McQuade who recently passed away.
Equipment Manager Trailer: Kenny Schnabel –
Ken will be ge*ng the trailer inspected and
maintained.
Club Historian: Bob Pandy - Absent
Show Coordinators: Richie Massa, Chuck LaSalla Will be working on geKng more informa/on on
the possible show loca/ons and contacts that
Dan has provided.

March 2021

In Memorium

Richard A. Jensen 1943 - 2021
EMRA: Ed Bradley - the ﬁrst /me trial of the year
will be April 3rd at Lime Rock
VA Liaison: George Reich, Vinnie Capasso - We
are accep/ng Easter/Passover dona/ons for the
pa/ents at the Northport VA hospital. You can
make your dona/on in the memory of someone

The April 24 TOBAY Car show has been rescheduled,
once again, to October 3, 2021, due to the pandemic.
For those who have attended this event in the past, it
is a great venue to display your car and enjoy the
cars and trucks of hundreds of other Long Island
classic car hobbyists.
Instead, on April 24, the Town of Oyster Bay will be
hosting a FREE Classic and Custom Car Movie
Night. Enjoy a classic film, American Graffiti, under
the stars at the beach, Drive-in movie style.

if you wish. The VA has asked for personal
DVD players.
NCM Delegates: Jim Record - NCM is open,
C8 plant was closed last week. March 3rd GM
announced a $1,000 increase across the
board for CorveMes, they will stop taking
orders in June and stop 2021 produc/on in
July.
Mee/ng Adjourned at 8:00PM
SubmiMed By:
Gene Doyle

Space is limited, and registration for this event is free.
Go to the CarShowLI.com website, print the
Registration Form, and mail it in to register your spot
at this fun event. The parking lot will open at 6:00
pm, and the movie begins at dusk.
Long Island Corvette Owners Association, Inc.
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In Memorium
In Loving Memory of James Vincent McQuade, Jr
It is with a heavy heart that we write this to inform LICOA members that on February 15, 2021 we received the devasta/ng
news that Jimmy “Mack” McQuade passed away at the age of 49. He was a devoted husband to Melissa, a loving father to
Michael “Mikey” and Robert and caring son to James Sr. He had a long career with the DSNY serving at the World Trade
Center recovery eﬀorts aoer the 911 terrorist aMacks. He moved to Florida in 2015 but stayed in regular contact with
many LICOA members.
He loved life and cars, but more than anything else he loved his family and friends. He was an amazing loyal friend to
everyone lucky enough to be his friend and would stop at nothing to help them. He was the kindest most loving person
and nothing gave him greater joy than making his family and friends happy.
Anyone who knew Jimmy would describe him as a fun-loving guy who was the life of the party and loved his cars,
especially CorveMes. He was a CorveMe enthusiast. He was a dedicated LICOA club member who enjoyed in par/cipa/ng
in many club events and always lent a helping hand where he could. In fact, it was Jimmy who introduced the “Brooklyn
Boys” to LICOA by bringing them to all our car shows to help support the club.
Jimmy had an amazing talent when it came to detailing his cars and his trophy room was proof. His beau/ful 2007 white
CorveMe coupe was dedicated to his beloved mother and was a true masterpiece. He was a chronic “Best in Show” winner
at most LICOA shows and it was always well-deserved. As most members can aMest, geKng a perfect score is not
something that comes easy, but Jimmy was a pro at it. He received LICOA’s Show Champion Award several /mes and was
so proud of his accomplishments.
As the saying goes “only the good die young” and this
would be true in his case. When it comes to a legacy
Jimmy would surely agree with … “Carve your name
on hearts, not on tombstones. A legacy is etched into
the minds of others and the stories they share about
you”…. All Jimmy’s friends and family are sharing
story aoer story about all their special memories
because he was loved so much and leo such a las/ng
impression.
Rest in Peace dear friend…you will always be loved,
missed and never forgoMen… always in our hearts
Joanne and Bobby Yakkey
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